
From Palestine to Lebanon
The Fighting Erasure Project

• protecting cultural heritage and archives

• documenting human rights violations 

• building capacity and resilience 

• producing knowledge for justice  



Overview
Launched in October 2023, Fighting Erasure: 
Digitizing Gaza’s Genocide and the War on 
Lebanon is a groundbreaking archival justice 
initiative aimed at resisting cultural annihilation 
through documentation, preservation, 
education, and advocacy. 

The project addresses the urgent need to 
safeguard endangered archives, cultural 
heritage, and indigenous memory systems 
across Palestine, and Lebanon, with a focus 
on Gaza  in the midst of an unfolding genocide 
and war.
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and General 
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Foundation 
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the Eyes on Heritage 
Foundation for Studies, 
Research, and 
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Department at the Arab 
American University
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the Bibliotheca Arabica 
project (2024-), and
Metadata and 
Reference Librarian at 
the Lebanese National 
Library



An expanding global network of 
partners and collaborators 









Project Activity #2: 
Archiving Gaza's 
Genocide & the War on 
Lebanon

Objective: To create a 
comprehensive Digital Archive on 
the Gaza Genocide & War on 
Lebanon stewarded by the Archives 
& Digital Media Lab that documents 
the events, data, media, and 
audiovisual content from Gaza and 
elsewhere in Palestine, as well as 
Lebanon. This archive will serve as a 
detailed record for future reference, 
analysis, and historical 
documentation.



Project Activity #3: The 
Fighting Erasure Website

-  Building an online archive of the unfolding 
genocide in Gaza

- Genocide, ecocide, urbicide, scholasticide, 
culturcide, domicide, politicide—each 
category requires its own conceptual 
framework. 

- It begins with the task of documentation: 
collecting data, collecting numbers, counting 
bodies, collecting testimonies, photographs, 
videos, satellite imagery, court records, medical 
reports, police reports, letters, pamphlets, 
evacuation orders, and media reports. The 
archive must define and categorize the layers of 
destruction that genocide entails, 
acknowledging that the Israeli annihilation of the 
Palestinian people is not confined to their 
bodies alone.



What are we 
documenting?
Prototype
Data Categories:
o Casualty Statistics:
▪ Breakdown by gender (men, women, children, elderly) and 
categories (doctors, lawyers, professors, students, medical 
personel etc.).
▪ Geolocated maps of civilian deaths.
o Family Records:
▪ Database documenting the 2,500 erased families:
▪ Names, photos, and narratives.
▪ Places of death and villages of origin in historical Palestine.

o Injuries:
▪ Types and severity (e.g., amputations, burns).
▪ Child amputees: profiles with age, gender, location, and 
injuries.

o Health Statistics:
▪ Maternal and infant deaths (with contextual comparisons).
▪ Miscarriages caused by trauma or blockade.
▪ Spread of diseases caused by destruction of healthcare 
infrastructure.

• Media and Tools:
o Heatmaps showing injury and death locations.
o Filters to view individual family profiles or injury types.



Project Activity #3: The Fighting 
Erasure Website - Digital 
Storytelling for Liberation & Return



Project Activity #4: The 
Environmental Footprint of Israeli 
Settlements Dynamics on Palestinian 
Farmland and Livelihoods



Project Activity #5: Terra Devastata: The 
Environmental Footprint of the Israeli 
War on South Lebanon



Project Activity #6: Global 
Standards Adaption & Training 
for Protection of Archives



Archives & Records 
Management Training  



Project Outcomes
• Completed Round 1 with 60+ participants
• We received an unforeseen number of applicants, over 

400 applicants in a few days!
o Gaza/Palestine, Lebanon, Sudan, Libya, Oman, 

South America, Yemen, Pakistan, India…
• In response, we expanded the teaching team and 

increased capacity to offer the course 3 times instead of 
once, and to have more students in each round.  

• Next steps:
o Continue expanding our teaching team and 

infrastructure
o Curriculum consultation meetings and feedback 

to be incorporated into next round 
o Round 2 in June/July 2025
o In person trainings in Lebanon and Palestine 

(tentative)
o Developing our course portal to allow for 

asynchronous learning while applicants wait for 
their round

The project, Fighting Erasure, Safeguarding Palestinian and Lebanese Archives at 

Risk: Knowledge Exchange and Global Partnerships for Local Capacity Building 

and Emergency Preparedness, has been supported by the International Council on 

Archives (ICA) through the Fund for the International Development of Archives 

(FIDA).



Project Activity #7: Developing a 
Digital Infrastructure for Archival 
Preservation 



Some of our International Participation in International 
Conferences and Webinars

Preserving Palestine: 
Cultural Heritage Under 
Settler-Colonialism

Palestine Annual Forum - 2024 
(2nd session)

Endangered Libraries and Archives 
Committee (ELAC) Panel Discussion on 
Web Archiving Palestine

Libraries and the Digital Preservation of 
Cultural Heritage

Endangered Libraries and 
Archives Committee 
(ELAC) Panel Discussiona

Cultural Memory and Archival 
Destruction in Palestine: The 
Case of Gaza 

The Middle East Librarians 
Association Annual Meeting 2024

Archival Decolonization and 
Knowledge Justice Roundtable

https://librarianswithpalestine.org/preserving-palestine/
https://librarianswithpalestine.org/preserving-palestine/
https://librarianswithpalestine.org/preserving-palestine/
https://librarianswithpalestine.org/preserving-palestine/
https://librarianswithpalestine.org/preserving-palestine/
https://www.palestine-studies.org/ar/node/1655183
https://www.palestine-studies.org/ar/node/1655183
https://www.palestine-studies.org/ar/node/1655183
https://lebaneselibraryassociation.org/about-conference-2024
https://lebaneselibraryassociation.org/about-conference-2024
https://lebaneselibraryassociation.org/about-conference-2024
https://lebaneselibraryassociation.org/about-conference-2024
https://lebaneselibraryassociation.org/about-conference-2024
https://lebaneselibraryassociation.org/about-conference-2024
https://lebaneselibraryassociation.org/about-conference-2024
https://lebaneselibraryassociation.org/about-conference-2024
https://archivists.ca/Latest-News-Announcements/13288504
https://archivists.ca/Latest-News-Announcements/13288504
https://archivists.ca/Latest-News-Announcements/13288504


Fighting Erasure: Archiving Against the 
Gaza Genocide and the War on Lebanon

Archiving Gaza in the Present 
Conference

Cataloguing Palestine: Cultural 
Imperialism in Subject Headings

Beyond the Headlines
The Depths of the Gaza Crisis Gaza's Genocide Through Data, 
Media, and Technology

Some of our International Participation in International 
Conferences and Webinars

https://events.qnl.qa/event/vNBra
https://events.qnl.qa/event/vNBra
https://www.soas.ac.uk/about/event/conference-archiving-gaza-present
https://www.soas.ac.uk/about/event/conference-archiving-gaza-present
https://www.archiveslab.org/events/open-classrooms
https://www.archiveslab.org/events/open-classrooms
https://ijt.info/beyondtheheadlines
https://ijt.info/beyondtheheadlines
https://ijt.info/beyondtheheadlines
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