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Search
within text and
visuals. 

Discover
by similarity with a 
single click.

Read
in English, Turkish, 
or Ottoman Turkish.



Introduction

Muteferriqa is an online research portal ;
 that contains an exceptionally rich collection of 
printed materials published in the Ottoman Empire, 
including mainly books and periodicals printed from 
the 18th to mid-20th century. 

perform full-text search 
across hundreds of millions 
of words, only within 
seconds,

Muteferriqa unlocks vaults of information contained in piles of pages, and lets you;

7,5 million
Ottoman Turkish
printed pages

retrieve unique visuals 
contained in the corpus by 
matching your textual 
queries with captions or 
descriptions of the visual 
content,

refine your queries 
through rich and 
extensive metadata.
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Muteferriqa Books
(1729-1985)

Muteferriqa Periodicals
(1831-1985)

35,000
titles

6 million
pages

950 million
words

410,000
visuals

1,500
titles

1,5 million
pages
(equivalent of 6 million book pages)

1,1 billion
words

1,250,000
visuals

160,000
issues
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Search Features
Find the hay in the haystack Wildcard search, where special symbols stand for 

any character, e.g. to find words with suffixes
and
Fuzzy search, where some characters are allowed 
not to match, e.g. to find spelling variations for foreign 
names

Proximity search, to find multiple words within a 
given distance from each other, potentially within the 
same sentence or paragraph

Visual search, to search within captions and 
descriptive labels of the images

Advanced search, to combine metadata queries 
and full-text queries with logical operators

Faceted search, to filter search results by metadata
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Search and Read in Your Preferred Language
be it Ottoman Turkish, Turkish or English

Sense selection for the English query, enriched 
with Turkish synonyms

“balance”:

• Denge [equilibrium]
• Kantar, terazi [scales]

Ottoman spelling variations for the Turkish 
query

“balance" matches any of the following and many more:

• balance, terazi, kantar, kantarcının,
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