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“In the formation of my Persian
library | have always had regard to the
requirements of my work rather than to
mere beauty of illumination, illustration,
or hand-writing , and | have been
singularly fortunate in acquiring the very
Interesting collection of ... ”



Why is the provenance
of Browne’s collection
Interesting?

 Persian Studies

* How did he approach this
discipline?
* Where did he get his sources from?

e Diversity of subjects = diversity of
contacts?

* Unique texts
* Autographs

* Linking collections with other
repositories.




Sources for investigating
provenance
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Browne’s catalogue



A posthumous
compilation

* Rich and detailed descriptions
* Transcribes passages of text
* Contains stories

* Mentions people of many trades

* |nconsistentin the information contained
e QOutdated transcription

e Contains original script

A\ DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE OF
FHE ORIENTAL MS
IHE LATE E G

we W

S. BELONGING TO
BROWNEF




Composition of subjects

* Baha’l and Babi faith

* History and biographies

* Persian literature (prose and poetry)

* Arabic texts (literature, history, religion)
* Turkish texts (literature, history, religion)
* Sciences, geography, arts

* Shia theology, mysticism

* Othersects

* Arts




Catalogue entry

\ pihalous but ot dete copy of the 34 , by Shimn
} Lol Wil ! Sald | il 1o - m v jrinte i 3
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Data

<history>
<origin change="g#fix-dates">
<origDate notBefore="1830" notAfter="1831" calendar="#Hijri-gamari"
>1246</orighate>
<origDate calendar="#Gregorian" when="1831">1831</origDhate>
</origin>
<provenance change="fai-catalogue” notAfter="1908"> Given to me by Dr <persName

key="person 30349%297" role="dnr" ref="https://viaf.org/en/viaf/30345257"

»>Riza Tevfik, 1869%2-1945%</persName> in Constantinople in the spring of 1508.

<acquisition>Bequest of <persName =ml:lang="en" type="standard"
key="person 29651479%" ref="http://viaf.org/viaf/2%65147%/" rocle="fmo"
change="#role—assignment">E. G. Browne</persName>.</acqguisition>
</history>

</provenance>



Riza Tevfik, 18697-1949

https://sl.bing.net/bmFsv]JKd42e
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Catalogue entry

C. SHI'A THEOLOGY, ETC.

C. 1 (10).
(1Y oai Gam) AN 2y
The Nakju'l-Baldgha (* Way of Eloquence ") is believed by nearly all Mubam-
madan men of letters to contain the actual homilies and sayings of ‘Alf ibn Abi
Talib, compiled by his descendant ash-Sharifu'l- Murtada (b, 355/066: d. 436/1044)

to whom European scholars gencrally assign the authorship of the work ( Brockel-
mann, vol. 1, pp. 404-5). The book therefore enjoys a high reputaton, especially

History

Origin: 9th century AH; 15th century CE

Provenance and Acquisition

This fine MS. was bought by me from the heirs of the late Albert Houtum-5Schindier at the beginning of 1917.
Schindler bought it in December, 1906.

In 1270/1854 It was In the possession of Kayumarth Mirza

in 1787 of Charles Bodcam of Calcutta

in 1198/1784 of Shamsu'd-Dawia Muniru'l-Mulk

in 1019/1610-11 of Sultan Muhammad of Kashmir

SHI'A THEOLOGY

i
amongst the Shi%, and the present is not tie only Persan paraphirase and
commentary o it which exists: see Riea's Persian Catalogue, pp. 18-14.

This Persian transhition was made by a certain ‘Al ibn Hasan az Zuwisi
apparently in the year 647/1240-50. His short Introduction runs a< follows {after
the doxology):

ool AU pomne 43S Shgell e 3 DeelW D) Sy AR T das 4B Sl hie A s
Salgmia SR Oad 3 Saled Upicy S Senbl Ty ke Dl Slghe Sl Geiabet
T A e B s dph SIS 5 iDLl (e g S 4 W o B L
O 3 sy Wl (g O (Sl et B ek Al 3 gy A et O S et
Ol Jalo OUY (o Sl OF S s 0B 3 (6 SN 3 Bes ok (Jlae e Sle sk
Yol Y e ey 3 i Byliae 3t Slanicl 3 CaliS ey 5 b 4B ileys)
Sy gt gy el ST B e (G e v S IR o ke san adS 5
DY s o Sy gt s L) aabe 3 Geby gl ghs Gobad! D ey jleit (i
S Aema Sudll Gy el Gaadl b Gy B (50 AL LB, LI alytl | e
e AR prghs “'”‘u"‘blnﬂbv‘wud}‘aﬂ&;-u U O et
&5' Alaphos B aem;

It will be seer from the conclusion of the above extract that the compilation of
the Nabsu'l-Baldgha is here ascribed not w ash-Sharifu’l-Murtadd bt to his brotker
ash-Sharifu'r- Radi.

This fine MS waus bought by me from the beirs of the late Sie A, Houtum-
Schindler at the beginning of 1917. He hought itin December, 1006, In 1270/1554
it was in the possession of Kuydmarth Mirzé in 1787 of Charles Boddam of
Caloutta; 0 1198/1784 of Shamsu'd-Dawla Muaicu’) Mulk, and in 101¢/1610=11
of Suljin Mubammad of Kashmir, It comprises 597 i of 24°2 x 169 ¢ and 2311
The Arabic text is written in clear xaséd and pointed; the Porsian translation is
good wasla' {6y, with rubrications and some margiral notes and glosses, There is 10
colophon or date, but the writing appears to be of the Gfteenth century of our e



Data

<history>
<origin>
corighate calendar="¢Hijri—-gamari™ IZrom="0300" to="05900">9th
century<!-— Please review date attributes, see https:/Sgit.ic/fihrist-dates ——><jforigDate>
<origDate celendar="#Gregorian™ Ifrom="13597T" to="1494">15th centurvy</origDate>
<jorigin:-
sprovenance changs="#ali-catalogue #added-content™ when="1917"> This fine M5. was
bought by me from the heirs of the late <persHame k=y="person_T7669%99624"
rols="fmo">Albert Houtum-Schindler</persilame> at the bkeginning of <date
when="1917">1917</date>.</provenance»
<provenance when="1908">» Schindler bought it in December, <date when="150&"
»l90e</dater.</provenance >
<provenance when="1845">In <date calendar="hijri gamari™ when="1854"
»1270/185%4</date> it was in the possession of <persName key="person_L£8771"
role="fmo">Kayumarth Mirza</persName></provenance
<provenance when="1787">in 1787 of <persName key="person_34875332" role="fmo"™
»Charles Boddam</persName> of Calcutta</provenance>
<provenance when="1734">in 11%8/1784 of <persName key="person f3772" rol=s="fmo"
»Shamsu'd-Dawla Munira'l-Mulk</persHame»</provenances
<provenance when="1611">in 101%/1610-11 of <persName key="person_ f8773" rols="fmo"

=3ultan Muhammad of EKashmir</persName:></provenance:
</history>
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Houtum-Schindler, Albert, 1846-1916

AUThOr FOrmer oraney

ABO Ko & o Houvturm-Schindler, Albert 1346-18716
o Abert Houtum-Schindies
o Schindler
o S A Howtum-Schindler
e S ARert then D} Houtum-Schindler
e S Abert Houtum-Schincer

o [ate S¥ Albert Houtum-Schngler

Extomal line e SN International Standard Name Kenti et [authority recosd

o VIAE Virtual internatipnal Authonty File (autharity recaord

o o et = Houlwne-Schindler togetly | \
Maruscript . 110 (U owessity LiDnasy, Cambicdos Universily) = Farmes owne!
e D University Ubrary, Cambndas Univacsihy) - Former ownel
e O biUnneraity Libay yibidoe | Wersiny) - Farmesr owne!
e 4 1 vty Lbeary, Canmbodae University] - Farmer ownes

o H. 2 Unmesity Libirae dnbndos Liniversity) FOrmer ownet
o H. A {Unmersity Libra “arnbridge Unilversity) - Former owne!

e M B Uniarsity LUbrar ambndos Lniversity) - Former oawner

L4 Rl njeersity Libeany Canbinidae Uplversay) - Former owner
o 37 iUnjyersity Dieary, Canbinaae Unueesty] - Former owner
e H 19 {Univetsity Uiy, Cambiridae Uniyersay] - Former owner
e H 21 fpersity Ubegry, Cambirdge Unriyerstyl - Former owner

. 1 [University Lirary. Camondge Urversty Former owner
o | 2 (Nuyersity Lidrary. Camaniage Univerzty? - Former owner

recraly: - Formesr ownes




Tansiig'namah

Mawlana Qutbu'd-Din ibn Husayn ibn 'Umar of Tayabad ®
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Khuld-i Barin Treatise cn the medical virueR&id=UERimals and plants Farhang-i rashid?
Sultan Muhammad of Kashmir
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Mr Sidney Churchill .
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Conclusions (collecting)

* Over forty years of collecting (1882-2024) and scholarship

* Purchases on travels

* Manuscripts presented by friends (Riza Tevfik)

* Commissioning copies

* Purchase of major legacy collections (Schindler, BM)

* Purchases from selected dealers in London (Belshah, Naaman)



Conclusions (data and DH research)

* Nodes vs frameworks

* Data sets vs platforms

* |[dentity and disambiguation
* Al in workflows

* Scale and perspective



Provenance and Life

Personal
and
academic
interests

Social and
political
networks

Socio-
economic
frameworks

Travel and
Serendipity

Book
production
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