Assessing the Value of Area
Print Resources in the Digit

MELA/MELCom International Joint Annual
25-27 January 2026, The American Univer

Ryan Zohar, Georgetown University, Middle East Studies Librarian




Starting from Circulation Statistics

Initia! Circulation, 1996-2023

.........

llllllll

L0000

»»»»»»




Introduction

Thrust of the Research: This project seeks to investigate the extent
to which print remains a critical format in area studies collections
amid massive technological change. How can we most effectively
assess the value of our acquisitions work and serve user needs in

these areas?




Moving Towards Area Studies Team Conversations

e Regular tracking circulation and
usage of area studies materials

e Incorporating ILL statistics into
conversation

e Parsing out foreign language do S | oo L
materials from English language s WAL
materials

e Refining classes labeled area
studies

e Difficulties of comparing e- and
print usage

e Promoting our area studies
collections




Surveying the Field
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Understanding Assessing Assessing
Area Studies Changing Print Usage &
Publishing User Needs Effectiveness

Trends of Collecting
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Institutions are
increasingly moving
towards
collaborative
collecting initiatives

cakeawadys

Declines in print Collecting
collecting from comprehensively is

overseas result in often no longer a

one or two copies feasible goal

for the whole U.S.
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Print area studies
materials remain
highly cited at the
graduate and faculty
level

Takeaways

Print materials can
later be digitized and
made available to
users electronically
via ILL or course
reserves
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Demonstrated value
of print collecting
sometimes most
easily visualized

through circulation

statistics

Takeawavs

Some types of use
get
overemphasized in
usage statistics
others
de-emphasized

PEU methodologies
assume all types of
books, languages,
subjects equally likely
to be used by patrons




Starting from General Circulation Statistics
(April 2025)
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Some Cavedats

Subject

Ganaral Works

Philosophy, Psychology, Religion

Auniiiaty Sciences of sstory

Worla History & Mstory of Eweopae,
A, Africa, Austratis, Now Tealandl

i

Hiztory of the Americas

-lm

MISEOry Of the Amenitas

Geography, Ant*vopoiogy,
Recrastion

Socal Soences

Politicsl Soience

Lo

Fchcation

Muzic & Books 00 Music

Fine Arts

L.ih(\ﬁ;fj: Literature

Sclence
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Agricuniure

Technology

Miltary SOonte
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fibhography, Ubtary Stience,
indormsation Aescuroes

List of LC classes and their
corresponding subject areas

Subject categories based on
overarching program categories
from GMS used when reporting
collection statistics

i

Subject categories

LC Subclasses

Area Studies

DA-DX, E, F, P-PZ

Social Sciences

BF, G-GB, GF-GV,
H, )

Humanities

AZ, B-BD, BH-BX,
C D, MN

GC,GE, Q. R, S5, T

Multidisciplinary

AC-AY K, LUV, Z




Language Number of Number of Percent of ( Percent of Percent UsPercent of Percent of F Dewiaban f Percent Expectad Use (Foreign Language)

English 1782634 78030 T4928% 66.441% 11513% NA N/A NA NiA

German 134703 2058 5E62% 2.280% -3.382% 22.58% 16.81% -577% 74.45630859182700%
French 106064 2221 4458% 2460% -189B% 17.78% 1815%  0.35% 102 05022244094400%
Spanish 99976 2284 4202% 2830% -1672% 1676% 18 66% 190% 111 32683381662900%
Arabic 67833 2058 2851% 2.281% -0570% 1137% 16.82% 545% 147 92743315681300%
kalian 39506 B0S 1661% O0883% -0768B%  662% 6568% -004% 9942723633946590%
Chinese 32949 468 1.385% 0.518% -0.866% 5.52% 382%  -1.70% B922086350540580%
Japanese 25208 330 1.0680% 0.265% -065%4%  423% 270%  -1.53% G3.79627682814500%
Portugues: 24768 bBb 1041% 0648% -03823% 415% 4 78% 063% 115 15258872366300%
Language Number of Number of Percent of (Percent of Percent Li<Percent of Percent of F Deviabon f Percent Expected Use (Foreign Language)
English 1782634 50488 T4.928% 84.373% 9 445% NA N/A NA A

German 134703 1411 5662% 2.001% -3661% 2258% 1281% -97B8% 58.71028039219740%
French 106064 2985 4458% 47234% -07224% 1T T79% 2709%  931t% 152 2661 1087596500%
Spanish 99975 1844 4202% 2757% -1445% 1676% 17 64% 0 88% 10527297528212100%
Arabic 67833 1138 2851% 1.615% -1236% 11.37% 1034%  -103% 90 50646051813980%
kalian 39506 750 16681% 1084% -0507%  662% 681%  018% 102 78028791658100%
Chinese 32949 505 1.385% 0.858% -0.527% 5.52% 549% -0.02% 99.408BBOB7910460%
Japanese 25208 2593 1060% 0416% -D644% 4723% 268% -157T% 62 92761801956470%
Portugues: 24768 588 1041% 0.834% -0207% 4.15% 534% 1.19% 128 58011686294700%
Language Number of Number of Percent of ( Percent of Percent Us Percent of Percent of F Dewviation f Percent Expected Use (Foreign Language)
Engl=sh 1782634 20367 T4.928% 87.285% 12357% N/A N/A NA /A

German 134703 639 5662% 1899% -3763% 2258% 1494%  -765% 00 14508229423710%
French 106064 41 4458% 2797% -1661% 1779% 22.00% 4 22% 123 70730397964800%
Spanish 994975 637 4.202% 1.893% -2300% 1676% 14.89% -1 B7% 88 B4276306671000%
Arabic 67833 B03 2851% 2387% -0464% 1137% 18.77% 7 40% 165 D62552860807100%
kalian 39506 261 1681% 0.776% -0.885%  6.02% 6.10% -0.52% 92110481356853200%
Chinese 32949 213 1.285% 0.6X2% -0752% 5.52% 498% -0.54% 90.13872202614280%
Japanese 26208 106 10608 0.312% -074T%  423% 2456% -177% 68 078TT7T1571630%
Portuguess 24758 208 1.041%  0618% -0422% 4.15% 486%  071% 117 14447548512800%



Percent Expected Use (Foreign Languages)
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presentation, please don’t hesitate to contact
me:

Ryan Zohar
ryan.zohar@georgetown.edu



