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Starting from Circulation Statistics 



Thrust of the Research: This project seeks to investigate the extent 
to which print remains a critical format in area studies collections 
amid massive technological change. How can we most effectively 
assess the value of our acquisitions work and serve user needs in 

these areas?

Introduction



Moving Towards Area Studies Team Conversations

● Regular tracking circulation and 
usage of area studies materials

● Incorporating ILL statistics into 
conversation

● Parsing out foreign language 
materials from English language 
materials

● Refining classes labeled area 
studies

● Difficulties of comparing e- and 
print usage

● Promoting our area studies 
collections



Surveying the Field

Understanding 
Area Studies 

Publishing 
Trends

Assessing 
Print Usage & 
Effectiveness 
of Collecting

Assessing 
Changing 

User Needs



Collection Development in 
Area Studies

I followed the literature that looks at the publication 
and distribution of area studies materials, the degree 
of penetration of e-books in the book market, the 
work of area studies librarians with in-region vendors, 
and the importance of collecting print-only, and 
especially low-print-run materials.

Key Studies

Baig, Sohaib. "Islamic Law Collections across 14 North 
American Libraries," Harvard University Program in 
Islamic Law (2023).

Carter, Sunshine, et al. Report of the University of 
Minnesota Libraries Area Studies Collections Task 
Force (2021).

Silva, Sócrates and Manuel Ostos. “No, It’s Not Online; 
It’s in the Stacks: Latin American Collections in US 
Academic and Research Libraries” in Transforming 
Print: Collection Development and Management for 
Our Connected Future (2021).

Reports on Publishing in the Arab World:
Abou-Zeid, Eschweiler & Goehler, Al Qasimi, Al-Aufi, 
Rashad, etc.

Area-Specific Library Association Statements: 
SALALM (2020), MELA (2020), SACOOP (2018/2021)



Takeaways

Many area studies 
materials remain 

print only

Institutions are 
increasingly moving 

towards 
collaborative 

collecting initiatives

Area studies 
materials cannot 
often be acquired 
effectively via PDA 

because they 
quickly go out of 

print

Declines in print 
collecting from 

overseas result in 
one or two copies 
for the whole U.S.

Collecting 
comprehensively is 
often no longer a 

feasible goal



Assessing Changing User 
Needs

I followed the literature that examines how user behavior and 
research practices within area studies disciplines are evolving in 
response to digital availability, disciplinary norms, and linguistic 
diversity. This body of work explores faculty and graduate 
students’ shifting expectations for access, the persistence of print 
preference in humanities research anchored by a “core text,” and 
the limited substitutability of English-language e-resources for 
primary and secondary sources in other languages.

Key Studies
Atallah, Mariette and Anaïs Salamon. “Adapting 
Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies Librarianship to 
Changing Users' Needs.” MELA Notes 93 (2020).

Cooper, Danielle Miriam, et al. Supporting Research in 
Languages and Literature. Ithaka S+R Report (2020).

Hatanaka, Risa. Using Japanese sources for academic 
research : information-seeking behaviours of graduate 
students. Graduate Thesis, University of British 
Columbia (2020).

Li, Xiang. “Citing East Asia: A Citation Study on the 
Use of East Asian Materials in East Asian Studies 
Dissertations” College & Research Libraries 80:4 
(2019).

Ostos, Manuel. “What Do They Use? Where Do They 
Get It? An Interdisciplinary Citation Analysis of Latin 
American Studies Faculty Monographs, 2004–2013.” 
College & Research Libraries 78:5 (2017). 

Schadl, Suzanne M. and Marina Todeschini. “Cite 
Globally, Analyze Locally: Citation Analysis from a 
Local Latin American Studies Perspective.” College & 
Research Libraries 76:2 (2015).



Takeaways

Continued importance of 
the physical “core text” 
for humanities research

Print materials can 
later be digitized and 

made available to 
users electronically 

via ILL or course 
reserves

Print area studies 
materials remain 
highly cited at the 

graduate and faculty 
level

Even where user preferences 
for e-books are displayed, 

sometimes electronic options 
are not available



Assessing Print Usage & 
Effectiveness of Collecting

I looked at the literature that evaluates how print 
collections are used and how effectively libraries’ 
acquisition strategies align with actual user demand. This 
research compares methodologies for measuring print and 
e-resource usage, highlighting the limitations of circulation 
and click-based metrics as directly comparable indicators. 
Percent expected use was also used to assess whether 
specific subsets of a collection perform above or below 
predicted levels of engagement.

Key Studies
Fry, Amy. “Factors Affecting the Use of Print and 
Electronic Books: A Use Study and Discussion.” 
College & Research Libraries, 79:1 (2018).

Knowlton, Steven A. “A Two-Step Model for Assessing 
Relative Interest in E-books Compared to Print.” 
College & Research Libraries 77:1 (2016).

Luo, Jiebei. “A Statistical Analysis of Patrons’ 
In-Library Information Consumption Behaviors of Print 
Materials,” College & Research Libraries 82:6 (2021).

Smith, Perri. “The Viability of E-Books and the 
Survivability of Print.” Publishing Research Quarterly 37 
(2021).

Wells, David and Anita Sallenbach. “Print Books and 
Ebooks: The New Equilibrium in an Academic Library.” 
Journal of the Australian Library and Information 
Association 72:2 (2023).





Takeaways

Difficult to compare e- 
and print usage statistics

Breaking down exactly 
what constitutes the area 
studies collection could 

be difficult

Some types of use 
get 

overemphasized in 
usage statistics 

others 
de-emphasized

Demonstrated value 
of print collecting 
sometimes most 
easily visualized 

through circulation 
statistics

Different methodologies 
emphasized number of uses 
versus percent expected use 
(PEU) versus use after a given 
period of time post-acquisition

PEU methodologies 
assume all types of 
books, languages, 

subjects equally likely 
to be used by patrons



Starting from General Circulation Statistics 
(April 2025)



Some Caveats







Thank you 
very much for 
your time
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If you have any questions about this 
presentation,  please don’t hesitate to contact 
me:

Ryan Zohar
ryan.zohar@georgetown.edu


