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Our Path BL Arabic 
Collections

Documentation

Sources

Challenges

Opportunities

Notable Works

Or 15504



BL Arabic Collections

14000 MSS

8th to 20th century

Papyrus, parchment, 
paper, wood 

Or 2165

Add MS 22406

Or 5323

Or 14140



Documentation

Baker & Stocks  
(2001)



Documentation Lowe (2021)



Documentation



Sources
Acquisition 

Logs

Auction 
Catalogues

From scratch



Challenges

Scarcity of 
information

Incorrect 
information

Or 15504 Or 15742



Challenges

Lack of 
specialization

General 
custodianship

Or 15575

Consistency 
across titles

Or 16929

Or 16944



Opportunities

Enhanced access
Modern understandings

Or 15604

Or 16929

Or 15607

Or 15518



Opportunities

Diversifying the collection

Or 16944

Or 16952

Or 15573



Notable Works

Sini Qur’ans Dagestani Qur’ans

Or 15605

Bosnian Qur’an

Or 16927

Or 15681



Notable Works

Bahá’í collection (Or 15690-Or 15740)
Or 15701



Notable Works

Scrolls
Or 15380

Or 15574



Notable Works
West African majmū’āt 

Or 16947
Or 16952Or 16944



Thank you!

Michael.Erdman@bl.uk

!لإهتمامكمشكراً 
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