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UCLA Library Manuscript Collections

20 collections totalling at least 8,000
volumes in Arabic, Persian, Ottoman
Turkish, and other languages
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UCLA Library Manuscript Collections

20 collections totalling at least 8,000
volumes in Arabic, Persian, Ottoman
Turkish, and other languages

Collections include:

« Caro Minasian collection

« Aintabi collection

« Collection of Egyptian Manuscripts

At least 2,600 volumes in Ottoman Turkish
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UCLA Library Collections

Center for Near Eastern Studies founded in
1957
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The Question of Community Engagement

Why community engagement?
Objectives? Scope? Outcomes?
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The Question of Community Engagement

Why community engagement?
Objectives? Scope? Outcomes?

Goal 1: Deepen our engagement with Los Angeles

Goal 2: Expand our reach as a global university
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The Question of Community Engagement

Deepening our engagement with Los Angeles will

Why community engagement?
Objectives? Scope? Outcomes? enrich scholarship. research, and creative activity,

enhance curriculum, teaching, and learning;

prepare an educated, engaged public;

strengthen democratic values and civic responsibility;
address critical societal issues; and

contribute to the public good.
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The Levels of Community Engagement

Constituencies included:

* Muslim Student Associations

+ K-12 Islamic schools and homeschooling
groups

« Mosque communities

* General community

* Philanthropists/donors
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MSA UCLA and USC Event, April 2025

Cwarview
MEA studants Trom LSC and UCLA visiting YRL to view and leam about |slamic manuscripls

Learning Soals

1. Appreciate the historical, cultural, and rebgiows significance of Islamic
meanuscripts
» Recognize the cultural, histoncal, nd imtediectusl sigrificance of Islamic
manuscripts in preserving knowledge and heritage across variows Muslim
regions and languages
2, Explore the Matenal Aspects of Manuscripts
®  kentify and appreciate the physical fealuwres of manuscripts, such as
binding, paper, ink. scripts, @nd Iluminatian styles
3. Recognize the role of libraries in preserving, organizing, and shanng slamic
haritage
. Foster a Personal Connection to Herltage
o Encourage students to reflect on how these manuscripis relate to thelr
o cultural identity and heritage.
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MSA UCLA and USC Event, April 2025
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MSA UCLA and USC Event, April 2025
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MSA UCLA and USC Event, April 2025
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MSA UCLA and USC Event, April 2025
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MSA UCLA and USC Event, April 2025
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Did viewing and handing the manuscripts make you feel more connecled to your heritage? Please
expiain why or why not
12 tesporaes

! fet connected o the author

Yes, | feit it diffecent than when viewing contemporaty mashaf

Ye3, read & handwiitten quean for the first time

Yes absodaety, but gioveswould have Deen appreceased

Yés. It made me feel connectad to the past and alowed me Lo appreciate the effors which went into them

Yes! i is always amazng to see the preservation of the Gur'an

100 | have ==en old manuscnpts in museums bedore, bt the fact that we actuslly cot 1o hold these
books in our hands. the exact books wiitten hundreds of years 290 10 preserve the ilamic messege, wos
such an increditde expersnce,

Yeéa, it helped mw appreciate the rich hissory of slamic scholaship and the perfection they aspred for in
academics
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High School Visit
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Annoancesnent

UCLA Library awarded CLIR grant
to increase accessibility and

deepen understanding of primary

source material and the Islamic
World

T 1 Wl o i
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Development efforts

* Funding menu
« Endowed position
» Collections endowments
* Current-use funds
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Development efforts

* Funding menu
« Endowed position
» Collections endowments
* Current-use funds
» Different kinds of outreach
* Private viewings in the Library
« Salons at residences
« Community events
« Social media, videos, articles
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Development efforts

® .
First collections endowment for Middle Eastern and ‘\/’ Unlversal
Heritage

Islamic studies

AN

We have made a commitment,

Cataloging Rare |slamicate Manuscripts

with the help of the community
to establish the Universal
Heritage Endowment for Middle
Eastern and Islamic Studies, the
first endowment in this area of

study at the UCLA Library
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Public outreach

stamie Textual Tradition”

¥ ANINTRODUCTION TO
ISLAMIC MANUSCRIPTS

A LECTURE BY
DR. SOHAIB BAIG, PH.D. (HISTORY)

* Waestside Community & Cultural Center
1235 4th Street
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Monday, September 29 at 7:00 PM
EASY PARKING ACROSS THE STREET (LOT 2)

UCLA Library | international and Area Studies | Middle East and Islamic Studies

23



Public outreach

A,
{ \

AN INTRODUCTION TO E
ISLAMIC MANUSCRIPTS

A LECTURE BY
DR. SOHAIB BAIG, PH.D. (HISTORY)

SOHA®B
BAIG

* Westside Community & Cultural Center
1235 4th Street
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Monday, September 29 at 7:00 PM
EASY PARKING ACROSS THE STREET (LOT 2)
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Public outreach
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ARTICLE

Glimpses of Islamic manuscript culture in
Palestine

scrded manuscripts lllustrate the rich
nusCHipt cuRure i Pafastne

from the madieval pe o

ARTICLE

Sacred endowments: Muslim women
patrons of Islamic manuscript culture

Indwidual manusceipes endowed by Mushm women
are hetd In UCLA Libra Bons 35 pan

of the Islamicate manuscripe
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