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UCLA Library Manuscript Collections

20 collections totalling at least 8,000

volumes in Arabic, Persian, Ottoman 

Turkish, and other languages

Collections include:

• Caro Minasian collection

• Aintabi collection

• Collection of Egyptian Manuscripts

At least 2,600 volumes in Ottoman Turkish
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UCLA Library Collections

Center for Near Eastern Studies founded in 

1957



|  International and Area Studies  |  Middle East and Islamic Studies 6

Andreas Tietze (d. 2003)
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The Question of Community Engagement
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Objectives? Scope? Outcomes?
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The Levels of Community Engagement

Constituencies included: 

• Muslim Student Associations

• K-12 Islamic schools and homeschooling 

groups

• Mosque communities

• General community

• Philanthropists/donors
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MSA UCLA and USC Event, April 2025
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High School Visit
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Development efforts

• Funding menu

• Endowed position
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Development efforts

• Funding menu

• Endowed position

• Collections endowments

• Current-use funds

• Different kinds of outreach

• Private viewings in the Library

• Salons at residences

• Community events

• Social media, videos, articles
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Development efforts

First collections endowment for Middle Eastern and 

Islamic studies
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Public outreach
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Public outreach




