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Not only texts, but infrastructures of knowledge, circulation, and memory.
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Nahda and the Ottoman Empire

 Arab Provinces’ Role
 Parallel with Tanzimat
 Nationalism Seeds




Belirut and Cairo: Twin Infrastructures

» Beirut: print, translation, circulation

W

Printing Arab Modernity

ook Criltore and The Amerscan Prets

i Minateenth - Century Beirut
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The Nahda as an Archival
Question

“One such moment is the Nahda, Not as a settled renaissance, but
as a fragmented archive whose survival and meaning have always
depended on institutions, networks, and librarianship.”
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The Nahda as a Historiographical
Debate

Recent scholarship has questioned whether the Nahda should
be understood as a unified historical “awakening,” arguing
iInstead that it Is a retrospective narrative imposed on uneven

evidence.
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Questioning the Nahda Narrative

[Essays Middle East | November 25,2022

The ‘Arab Awakening’: A
Popular but Dubious Myth

Experts cling to the idea of a 19th-century Arab

renaissance or "nahda,” but they define it so differently
that it becomes impossible to reconcile. Thinkers like

Elie Kedourie and Albert Hourani knew this and

suspected it was a deliberate attempt to distract from
the real agenda. which was nationalistic.

By Mark 3. Wagner
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AUB as

a Site of Nahda Inheritance
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How AUB Was Embedded in Nahda
Networks

 Faculty, students, and editors

» Shared print and postal networks
 Periodicals read, taught, preserved
* Beirut—Cairo intellectual mobility

11
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The Nahda: A Material and
Documentary Legacy

*Arabic newspapers and journals

*Books by Nahda writers and translators
*Reference works (dictionaries, encyclopaedias)
*Archival and special collections

12
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Microfilm Collections— Rescuing Nahda Newspapers

 Why Microfilm?

* What’s Included

* Access and Digitization
 Example — A Look at History

Challenges & Conservation Methods:

* Audiovisual preservation of the reels
* Vinegar syndrome due to high humidity or change in
temperature (chemical decay)

17
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Nahda Pioneers
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Ahmad Faris al—Shi”yak

Jamal al-Din al-Afghani Abd al-Rahman al-Kawakibi Muhammad_Abduh



Labiba Hashem

Maryana Marrash

Zeinab_Fawaz

May Ziadeh, 1930s

Huda Shaarawy

20
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Libraries = LibGuides @ Al-Nahda (Arabic Renaissance) 4w all 4l Home

Al-Nahda (Arabic Renaissance) 41 !l 42830l Home search

This guide will help you find and locate library materials related to the study of the Arabic Renaissance that began in the late 19th and early 20th.

m Nahda Pioneers 4<gi 2 g, Nahda Press A<l ddlas Books by al-Nahda Writers Societies Books about al-Nahda Women's awakening Asedl Adagili Adab al-Mahjar

Digitized Collections

R ' : ::t. . e -
This guide is a starting point and intended to help you find resources for the study of the Arabic Renaissance (Al-Nahda-4cagil),
Use the tabs to navigate through the pages of the guide.
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Preservation & Access

* Digitization
* Metadata & standards
* Emerging technologies

22
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rare change T Folding of the paper leads to tears & damage
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Digitization Initiatives &
Discovery

« Large-scale digitization

« Arabic metadata standards
 OCR & full-text search

* Discovery platforms

* Open access partnerships

27
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ARABIC COLLECTIONS ONLINE

About Other Resources Browse by Category

Any Field / pliaas ! b Contains Any / ! 2= s s - search / —a {:{
Arabic Collections Online (ACO) is a publicly available digital in ol Rl 2 S i ke 15 ce e A LAY ke b Al Do st
library of public domain Arabic language content. ACO currently 17,699 1 h_;_,fi'*?- L_;:u 1;5"1;‘;. f:‘-"i"*' Lis ;L;;L,_ bl Jigd! L_; 3 ) 3l
EerdEFE dlg!tlalha;m? to Ti?,ﬁ?ﬂ 'I.I'DIIIJ::I'IIESI E“:rl-:lzj 1;,4?3 5uthE1:t5 oA e G | 3 i Sy o |t e g gr _lﬂ.473 PR 5
_rawrj rom TIE. ra n:_ccn ections of distinguishe rezgarc dade Ry L et VOl iy T il o ik
libraries. Established with support from NYU Abu Dhabi, and , p = S |

| | . Pt A cLgeed 8 205 W Sy Jraab ey el S A 2 e
currently supported by major grants from Arcadia, a charitable = ¢ == -
: : ; ) PR el Pt P S Pt 23, Ll vz 3 Lis 328
fund of Lisbet Rausing and Peter Baldwin, and Carnegie A a4 £ e 23000 4 ba b B 4] ls 38,
: . e b : : . | . r
Corporation of New York, this mass digitization project aims to et Al B 2 bl

feature up to 23,000 volumes from the library collections of NYU
and partner institutions. READ MORE...
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What we preserve — and what we make accessible — ultimately determines which
histories can still be told.

29
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