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The Archives of the Comité de Conservation des Monuments de I'Art Arabe represent one
of the most significant collections of Islamic architectural documentation in the world.

@ Key Points ¢

@ Temporal Scope: 80 years of continuous
documentation (1881-1961)

@ Geographic Focus: Cairo, Alexandria, and
major Egyptian heritage sites

@ Historical Context: Late Ottoman period
through modern Egyptian state formation

‘ \?( # Cultural Significance: Testament to
W\ preserving Islamic architectural identity
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The Comité de Conservation - Founding Vision

Established 1881 - Pioneering Institution for Heritage Preservation

& Foundation Year: 1881 - Late 19th century -
beginning of organized preservation efforts.

& Mission; Documenting, restoring, and
protecting Islamic and Coptic monuments.

,A~~ "7 1 | @ International Collaboration: French, British,
R and Egyptian experts working together.

& Pioneering Standards: Set international
benchmarks for conservation methodology.
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Historical Context - Egypt's Architectural Transformation ‘?i &
~E5 (1961-1881) Couoal] pas § Jadod Hos- |

Beginning of organized : Peak of restoration End of documented
preservation efforts. activities. period.

The period covered by these archives witnessed dramatic
transformations in Egypt’s urban landscape. The Comité’s work
became increasingly urgent as the pace of change accelerated.
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Preservation Location - Al-Qadi Abd al-Basit Mosque, Cairo
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Mosque, Bab al-Sha'riya, Cairo

t # District: Historic Islamic Cairo

PR # Significance: Appropriate setting
| for Islamic heritage documentation

"4 4 Accessibility: Central location for
researchers and conservators

.......



M /"o‘“"

70




—
\

= ‘)

L

A7
A

The Comité as Guardians of Islamic Architectural Heritage
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The Comité de Conservation played a
transformative role in establishing modern
conservation practices in the Islamic world.

Legacy Achievements

£ Documentation Standards: S s &
Created comprehensive 095 Y S 55y L)
photographic and technical AL iy il 2 5
documentation protocols.

£ Restoration Methodology: spsa il Aagla O
Developed scientifically-grounded X e AL pse 5 Sy glad
restoration techniques. Agade Gl

& International Influence: 75 s S &

Set benchmarks adopted by B S lbade! julaa gy
conservation efforts worldwide. =~ . alall sladl pan i il

& Cultural Preservation: A Blia) £
ﬁ g

Saved countless monuments from A ey Y 22e 33
destruction and neglect. Sy laall o

Isdamic Architectural Heritage Comervation
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Three Pillars of Documentary Heritage
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The archives contain three major categories of materials that together provide a comprehensive
record of Islamic monument conservation in Egypt.

1. Photographic Documentation
dlEgisdll Gogdl
Thousands of historical photographs

capturing monuments in various states.

A e 1 &bl 2 g5l 5pall YT
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2. Technical
Drawings & Plans
dcdll hhsdlg Slogul

2. Technical Drawings & Plans
dud)) bahsdlg Slogw I
Detailed architectural surveys,
measured drawings, structural analyses.
Olage ) «dudadi & jlazs Ologus
AL Slos (dulde

Istamus Architectural Heritage Conwevation
. A SRS LN

& Technical Reports
dudllg &0yl 5\l

3. Administrative & Technical
dudlly & 15y ,lad)
Meeting minutes, correspondence,
financial records.
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Three Pillars of Documentary Heritage
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Photographic Documentation - Visual Historical Record

Thousands of Photographs Preserving Architectural Memory
‘La LAM.“ D)SL.” J}d\ sy

The photographic collection represents
one of the most valuable components of
the archive, documenting monuments over
80 years.

Highlights

45 Historical Monuments: Comprehensive
coverage of major Islamic structures

Restoration Progress: Before, during,
and after restoration documentation

{ Architectural Details: Close-up
documentation of decorative elements

Urban Context: Monuments within their
historical urban settings
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Architectural Surveys and Measured Drawings Awliall cila gus ) g 4 jlazal) Cila gosal)

The technical drawings in the archive
represent sophisticated architectural
documentation that was cutting-edge for its
time.

'[echnical Documentation Types:

4 Measured Surveys: Precise architectural
measurements and dimensions

€ Structural Analysis: Engineering
assessments of building stability

€ Restoration Plans: Detailed proposals for
conservation interventions

€ Architectural Details: Drawings of decorative
elements, muqgarnas, mashrabiya




. Administrative Records - Institutional Memory %6
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Meeting Minutes, Correspondence. and Decision-Making Records

The administrative archives reveal the human dimension of conservation work, documenting
the challenges, debates, and decisions that shaped preservation efforts over eight decades.

# Committee Meeting Minutes: Records of discussions,
decisions, and priorities.

# Official Correspondence: Letters between Egyptian
authorities, international experts, and local officials.

# Financial Records: Budget allocations, restoration
costs, and funding sources.

# Technical Reports: Condition assessments, restoration
proposals, and progress updates.




_ ARCHIVE STATISTICS - COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW '

33,535 Sheets Documenting 80 Years of Conservation
Lasd e Gle 80 (3395 489 33,535
D D O
KEY STATISTICS =5 KEY STATISTICS
L ) SLSLasyl 2R W T
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Restored

TOTAL DOCUMENTS , (627%) @'-P_ SPECIAL COLLECTIONS |

X 33,535 sheets / 45 )9

(62%)

SNV, ).V, S—

TIME PERIOD ., ’ % sheets
MG\ :duei 8501 | ‘
)]/ 80 years (1881-1961) | R | 145 PRINTED MAPS
(1981-1881) Lile 80 . ) Wohs o' " dogdas da 5 145




. RESTORATION PROGRESS - CURRENT STATUS :

62% Restored - Ongoing Conservation Efforts
8 yosiuh| Jadod] 942 - yassys 03 62%

Restoration Statistics:

— "« Restored Documents: : Significant progress has been
20,744 sheets (62%) - 38% made in physically restoring

== Stabilized and (Rt the archive documents.
accessible.

~, * Unrestored Documents: |\ \ 5 o o Significant progress has been
) 12,791 sheets (38%) - 4 R6€ gof p made in physically restoring

Awaiting conservation - 4 the archive documents.
treatment.




Document Types - Unrestored Collection (Part 1)

12,791 Unrestored Sheets - Priority Conservation Targets
Dglg¥l I3 Ladsell (Bl - dasype pe d8)g 12,701

A breakdown of the unrestored documents prioritized for conservation.

Priority Conservation Targets
dglg¥ O3 Jadsedl lua

Transparent Manuscripts
Bl Olbglhass

Financial Matters
4dle 093

Correspondence

)

Restoration Files
t‘f“ﬂ‘ wlals




Document Types Unrestored Collection (Part 2)

Specialized Collections Awaiting Restoration asa il JUiLi| 3 Lawadia Cle gada
The remaining unrestored documents include specialized collections providing unique insights.

Awgaf Documents (i s¥! aitis) | French Registers (dui b cdaw)
1,560 sheets ; 279 sheets
Records of religious International collaboration

endowments. : documents.

Maps (%l 3) S o | 835 Printed Plates
28 sheets -- . 8 | 145 Printed Maps

S Historical maps of Cairo.  Various printed plates and
\ - maps for specialized studies.




Research Questions - Guiding Objectives

Five Research Objectives Driving Archive Exploration
Caad )Y LSl d> g5 ddiony CB1ABT duwns

Restoration History:

Understanding operations on
Islamic & Coptic monuments
(late 19th-mid 20th century).

Egyptian Role:

& Highlighting the contribution

of Egyptian conservators.

Lost Sites:

o Identifying archaeological sites

documented in archives but
lost today.

Lost Sites: Identifying
archaeological sites
documented in archives but
lost today.

Architectural Landscape:
Understanding the heritage
landscape of Cairo,
Alexandria, and Egypt.

Documentation Precedent:

| B Establishing amodel for

documenting similar archives.
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Research Objective 1 - Restoration History

Documenting Eight Decades of Conservation Practice
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The first research objective seeks to understand the
evolution of restoration techniques, methodologies,

and priorities over the 80-year period covered by the Momd =
archives. . 1
l..‘. vyl R
. = 3
Key Research Questions - ‘1' : N
* What restoration techniques were employed at : A ! : h | ™ . .
different periods? SO " s ™ B
. . . oy . . & 3
» How did conservation priorities shift over time? ' & | ol -
* What materials and methods were used for e L e A i y - ™
oge N A A - e - . S 9 -
structural stabilization? & 7 Tl o ] g - =
» < » How did international collaboration influence | PR R [ eyt -
& AT b s

restoration approaches?
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Content:

The archives provide evidence to recognize Egyptian
professionals who played central roles in conservation
work, correcting historical narratives.

Research Focus:

& Egyptian Committee Members: ldentifying fiigures

and craftsmen. Identifying key figures and their contributions.
# Craftsmen & Specialists: Documenting the skilled labor force.
& Indigenous Knowledge: Recognizing traditional conservation techniques.




Research Objective 4 - Architectural Landscape

Understanding Egypt’s Heritage Landscape ~ao) L_’;U\Jl Agdinall 048

- X 3 i r
The archives provide a comprehensive view |
of the architectural heritage landscape ’ £33
across Cairo, Alexandria, and other
Egyptian cities.

Landscape Analysis:

¢} Geographic Distribution: Mapping
documented monuments across the city.

{} Typological Diversity: Mosques, madrasas,
palaces, fountains.

{3} Urban Context: Neighborhood patterns and
development.

{3 Transformation: Relationship between B e B
monuments and urban modernization. i A

Vintage Map of Cairo: Historical Urban Fabric and Key Monuments
(Late 19th/Early 20th Century).




Establishing a Precedent for Archive Documentation
)V G590 Al L]

The project establishes a replicable model for
documenting similar heritage collections across
the Islamic world.

Methodological Contributions: ConstRy B, el
Conservation Protocols: Standards for fragile Bl CYs59s2

historical documents. = 9\/,\/(\
%

Digitization Standards: Best practices for
multilingual archives.

- Database Design: Structures for complex
heritage documentation.

~ Access Protocols: Balancing preservation with

research accessibility.
DATABASE DESIGN ACCESS PROTOCOLS
OLl 3usld pasal Joogll OVeSe3g




Research Objective 5 - Documentation Model

Establishing a Precedent for Archive Documentation
s )Vl 39 dylw L)

Craaice Sintus Condition Storage Location  Digitization Status  High-Res Image Path ~ Cataloger Name  Catalog Date

Document Typs Monument Name Monument Type  Location (District)

o farchive{phatos/CONHD!-
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Establishing a Precedent for Archive Documentation
)Vl §gd dylw L]
! BUNDLE FORM

Current Bundle: Booi1 CREATE NEW RECORDS

BundieT: LO0se Paper Date Range: BOO1 i the colective descripticn of the loons papers found on the Soor
L (em) W {cm) T (em) Recorded By:

Roused paper? Yes Tied with Description

BUNDLE CONTENTS: |
DRAWING: CATAILOGUE NUMBERS:

File Topic 0 Diaw Typw Itum Category Nem Topic
Relistinscy

Index Letter Requests

inspection Reports Relietinscr Index Names of Employees

Adminisirative Refiefinscr Circular Financial

Circular bonus
Alist of Read
Houses
Miscellaneous

Relietinscr Letler Employment

Relletinscr Letiaer ArefactsMuseums

Reliatinsce

Tasznah Relletinscr

Excavation

Ghafirs Names and
ihe

Quarmes and Mines

Reliefinscr

Retietinsct

RO0C0CC0o0

Relisatinscr

DR NN

Sketch

Total: 10 Total: 11 Total: 5




Conservation Process - Overview S T NS

Ten-Step Systematic Conservation Methodology
Olghs s (o daxgibl Jadod) digio

Phase One: Initial Handling and Documentation (Steps 1-5)

1. Assessmm & Triage 2. Con_dhio Reporting 3. Surface Cleaning 4. Detailed mination 5. Regin & Housing
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6. Chemical abiiization 1. Physical Repair
JlesS ylyazal $ole i) iy b Bl e L3y a9y (23309 ddog Ol
L Phase Two: Conservation and Digitization (Steps 6-10) J

8. Flattening & Encapsulation 9. High-Resolution Digitization 10. Metadata & Archival Storage

L TN 7.



Research Objective 5 - Documentation Model

BUNDI

Current Bundle: Booi1

Bundie T LO0Se Paper Date Range:

L (em) Wicm): T (em) Recorded By

Roused paper? Yes N Tied with

BUNDLE CONTENT
LEDGERS: DRAWING:

File Topic 0 Diaw Typw ftum Category

Index Relistnsct Letler Requests

Inspection Reports Relletinscr Index Names of Employees

Adminisirative Refiefinscr Circular Financial

Circular bonus Retlietinsct Letter Employment
Alist of Read
Houses

Miscellaneous

Ralletinscr Letier ArtefactsMuseums

Relistinsce

Tasnah Relietinscr

Excavation Reliefinscr
Ghafirs Names and
the

Quarnes and Mines

Relietinsct

Reliatinscr
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Sketch
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Total: 10 Total: 11




45 Phase One - Step 1: Classification é%

Categorizing Documents by Type
E;J\ - 30 Cacual

e #+ Catalogues and Inventories
The first step mvolves sorting documents # Maps and Plans

into broad categories based on their type and :
content to ensure appropriate handling. g éedgers an:ii REEREES
el orrespondence

£ Photographs
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.l "' Phase One - Step 2: Designation “'—' 2

Allocatlng Unique Identification
Numbers

Each document receives a unique
identification code for tracking and

retrieval throughout the conservation

‘ process.

Identification System:

» Unique Codes: Alphanumeric identifiers.

» Tracking: Precise location and status
monitoring.

* Integration: Links to the digital database.

o.hﬁm}a‘aujum
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Protecting Collections from Biological Deterioration
_ e slond) Headil) e Cile ganall dlaa

Sterilization treatments eliminate biological
threats like mold, bacteria, and insects while
preserving the documents.

{3 Controlled Environment: Specialized treatment
chambers. 21

{3 Fumigation: Safe elimination of pests.
Q Mold Remediation: Stopping biological growth.

£3 Standards: Following international conservation
protocols.




Phase One - Step 4: Sorting

Organizing Documents into Specific Genres 23iaa &U-'ai o (@ gl audas

After classification and sterilization,
documents are sorted into specific genres
to facilitate research and conservation.

Sorting Categories:
@ Letters and correspondence
@ Official reports
@ Technical drawings
€ Financial documents
& Meeting minutes
# Photographic materials
& Maps and surveys




Phase One - Step 5: Photography (Before Conservation)

Documenting Original Condition 4:la¥) Aal) 345 65

High-resolution photography captures the
document's state before any intervention,
serving as a permanent record of damage

and original appearance.

Key Aspects:

@ High Resolution: Capturing fine details
and texture.

@ Lighting Control: Using raking light to
reveal surface topography.

@ Color Calibration: Ensuring accurate color
reproduction.

& Metadata: Linking images to tne
document database.




Phase Two - Step 6: Document Conservation
Physical Restoration and Stabilization Techniques <ufill g galall asa j3l) SRS

The core conservation phase involves
delicate physical interventions to stabilize
and repair the documents.

Techniques:

1. Mechanical Cleaning: Removing
surface dirt and dust.

. Chemical Treatment: Deacidification and
stain reduction.

. Consolidation: Streng hening brittle
paper fibers.

. Repair: Mending tears using Japanese
tissue and wheat starch paste.




Phase Two - Step 7: Post-Conservation Photography
Documenting Conservation Outcomes bad) &G 354

High-resolution photography captures the
document’s state after all conservation
treatments are complete.

Quality Control: Verifying the
success of treatments.

Digital Record: Creating the master
image for the digital archive.

Public Access: The version seen by
researchers.




Bridging Language Barriers for Global Access
allad) J g sl 2y gall) Sl gad) peun
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Making the archive accessible to
international researchers by bridging the
linguistic gap between Arabic and French
historical records.

Rapport Technique 11923 4 u &
1923: Le Site de Kl P é 34
Timgad

Ragport Techeigue 1923: Le Site
@e Imach repartt constants by kel M gl Sl ol s
dyging the linguistic gag between Sl
Arabic and rench histotical records,

AT Lt ab e 11923 A 95

e Process:

& Translation: Converting French technical
reports to Arabic and vice versa.

& Transliteration: Standardizing names of
monuments and locations.

£ Metadata: Creating bilingual search terms for
the digital database.

& Accessibility: Enabling cross-cultural research
and understanding.




Phase Two - Step 10: Storage and Preservation

Ensuring Long-Term Survival
Jghll gl Ae B Hleuo

Acid-Free Materials: Using
. archival-quality boxes and folders.

Climate Control: Monitoring
temperature and relative humidity.

Security: Restricted access and
fire suppression systems.

ik Organization: Systematic shelving
(EIEL for easy retrieval.




Document Condition - Deterioration Challenges

Addressing the Ravages of Time _gaill cilbiaalk dgal ga

Common Issues

« Acidity & Brittleness: Paper becoming
fragile and prone to breaking.

Insect Damage: Holes and losses
caused by pests.

Environmental Stains: Water damage,
foxing, and discoloration.

« Mechanical Tears: Physical damage
from handling over decades.
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Legacy and Impact - International Standards
Setting Global Benchmarks for Conservation Lisll dwlle jules aiag

~

The Comité's work influenced
conservation charters and practices
worldwide.

Methodology: Systematic
documentation and scientific restoration.

Publications: The "Bulletin du Comité"
became a primary reference for
international scholars.

Model: Establishing a precedent for
heritage management in the Islamic
world.
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Bridging Past Wisdom with Future Practice Jatiuall Sl jlear’ oalall dSs by
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The archives offer vital lessons for contemporary
heritage management and sustainable urban
development.

Key Lessons
# Sustainability: Rediscovering traditional, eco-friendly
building materials.

# Resilience: Understanding how monuments withstood
centuries of environmental stress.

&
# Documentation: The critical importance of detailed
]

recording for future restoration.

@ |dentity: Heritage as a cornerstone of modern cultural
identity.

D
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Unlocking History through Computational Analysis (o sulsll Julsill
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?f Digital Humanities - New Research Possibilities w
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Applying modern digital tools to the archive opens
new frontiers for understanding Islamic
architectural history.

Research Avenues:

& 3D Reconstruction: Virtual modeling of lost or
damaged monuments.

@ Network Analysis: Mapping the social and
professional connections of the Comité.

@ Pattern Recognition: Al analysis of decorative motifs
across centuries.

@ Text Mining: Automated processing of thousands of
handwritten reports.

I

DX
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yf Access and Outreach - Democratizing Knowledge \@

Opening the Archives to the World all=ll Caui Y| i

The ultimate goal is to transform a closed
repository into a living, accessible resource
for all.

Outreach Channels
@ Digital Portal: A bilingual online platform for
global access.

# Educational Programs: Workshops for students
and young professionals.

# Exhibitions: Public displays of rare documents and

photographs.

@ Scholarly Exchange: Conferences and collaborative

research projects.
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Documentary Heritage: Preservation,
Access, and Awareness

.

Preservation of historical
documents ensures cultural
continuity.

Making archives available to the

public fosters knowledge.

Easy access systems are crucial for
researchers and the public.

Increasing awareness about the
value of documentary heritage.
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Traditional Memory . ) Strategic Partner in
Repository Transforming the archive from a Decision-Making

traditional memory repository to a
strategic partner in decision-making.




Al in Document and Archive Management

Automated
classification and
metadata extraction

Leveraging Al for
efficient tagging and
organizing of vast
document collections.

Advanced search
capabilities using
natural language
processing

Enabling intuitive and
context-aware
information retrieval.

Pattern recognition
for historical
handwriting

Al deciphers and
transcribes ancient
scripts, unlocking lost
knowledge.

Predictive analytics
for archive
preservation
Forecasting risks to
materials to implement
proactive conservation
strategies.




From Digitization to Digital Transformation & Al

% Moving beyond simple scanning (Digitization) to holistic system change (Digital
Transformation).

% Integrating Al to automate workflows and extract insights.

# Creating dynamic, living archives rather than static digital repositories.

% Future-proofing heritage for the digital age.




Digitizing Connections, Not Just Collections

The secret lies not in digitizing holdings, but in digitizing the links
between the information contained within.

Moving beyond simple , Interconnected data Contextualizing
scanning to creating a points revealing documents within a larger
knowledge graph. hidden relationships. historical framework.

Knowledge Graph
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The Archives of the Comité de Conservation are more
than historical records; they are the guardians of
Cairo’s architectural soul.
» Mission: To protect, preserve, and share this
heritage.
» Vision: A future where the past inspires new
creativity.
* Commitment: Ensuring these monuments stand
tall for centuries to come.
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