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Handover Ceremony at 
Wildt’sches Haus, Basel, 
May 2023, with Veronika 
abd Paul Bucherer-
Dietschi, the founders of 
the Bibliotheca Afghanica

Bibliotheca Afghanica in Bubendorf, Switzerland
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Photographs
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Afghan Boundary Commission 1885/6
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Camp Zibgin with hill range, Farah 
Province, 1884

Officers at the banks of Hari Rud River, 1885

Winter Camp at Bala Murghab, 1885



Hentig-Niedermayer Expedition 1915
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Xinjian, 1916
South of shor bazar, Kabul 1915



Deutsche Hindukusch-Expedition 1935
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Edwin Huwyler, Munjan Valley, 1970s
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EWA-76 (Etnologiczna Wyprawa Azjatycka)
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The estate of May & Rolando Schinasi

Universität Basel 13



Titel Vortrag, Autor, DD.MM.YY  Universität Basel 14

Swiss Architects and engineers in
Afghanistan 1939-1944



Titel Vortrag, Autor, DD.MM.YY  Universität Basel 15

Albert Engler (1911-1990)

Architecture at ETH (Swiss Federal Institute of Technology),
employed in the Wizāra-i Ḥarbīya under Dawūd Khān

Alf de Spindler (1907-2000)

Margit de Spindler-Bosshard (1910-2000)

Alf de Spindler is a Civil engineer (ETH), employed
near Kandahar for bridge construction

Rudolf Stuckert (1909-1985)

Technical School Winterthur, provincial architect in the North,
urban planning in Pul-i Khumrī, Baghlān, Qundūz, Āqchah.
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Formal situation
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Digitization: Photographic Objects



Digitization
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Ziyaret-e hajji saheb-e pay menar, 1939-44
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Rudolf Stuckert:
Gawhar Shad Mausoleum

آرامگاه گوهرشاد



Titel Vortrag, Autor, DD.MM.YY  Universität Basel 21

Rudolf Stuckert: letters
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Engler. Kabul. Ruinen 
der ehemaligen Habybia-
Schule

Der einzige Palast von  Emir Abdur Rahman Khan [ʿAbd-ar-
Raḥmān Ḫān], den Engler ausgiebig fotografierte, war der 
weitgehend zerstörte shahrara-Palast [Qaṣr-i Šahrārā]. Er nannte 
ihn jedoch konsequent ‘Habybia-Schule’. Als solche wurde der 
Palast auch von 1916 bis 1928 verwendet. Im Machtkampf mit 
Habibullah Kalakani [Ḥabīballāh Kalakānī] brannte der Palast 1929 
vollständig aus. Die noch erhaltenen Stuckaturen scheinen Engler 
besonders beeindruckt zu haben. - Der Gebäude-Teil wurde in den 
1960er Jahren abgerissen.
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Engler. Naurūz 1944

This photograph was taken on 
23 March 1944, the 3rd day of 
the Naurūz festival [ 3. 
Farwardīn 1323 š], in Kabul. –
The ziyarat-e sakhi [Ziyārat-i
Saḫī], situated at the foot of the 
western slope of the koh-e 
asma’i [Kūh-i Āsmāyī], seen 
from the north. In the 
background on the right is the 
plain of chahar deh [Čahār
Dehī]. To the left and in front of 
the sanctuary lies an extensive 
burial ground; south of the 
sanctuary the mountainside is 
terraced, where the celebrations 
marking the beginning of the 
year = nowruz take place on 21 
March.
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Alf de Spindler
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Alf de Spindler: The bridge over the river Arghandab (رود ارغنداب)
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Pillers for the new
bridge
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The de Spindler-family – leisure time
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The de Spindler-family – leisure time



Vision
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Vision
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Thank you
for your attention …

… and your questions!
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