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Nizami Ganjavi and
Khamsah

The Khamsah (‘quintet’) or Panj Ganj (‘five Treas
« Makhzan al-Asrar (‘Treasury of Secrets’)

* Khusraw va Shirin (‘Khosrow and Shirin’)

« Layli va Majnun (‘Leili and Majnun’)
« Haft paykar (‘The seven beauties’) or Haft Gur

» Iskandarnamah (‘the book of Alexander’), con
 Sharafnamah = Part One of Iskandarnamah

« Igbalnamah = Part Two of Iskandarnamah



Works about
Khamsah

Khulasat al-Khamsah, or ‘A Summary of Khamsah’, a thematic
work written by an unknown author

Various works entitled as Muntakhab-1 Khamsah, or ‘Selections of
Khamsah’



Background

Inception: A legacy of the late Ahmad Monzavi...

2015: The first proposal

2019: Oxford Nizami Ganjavi Centre established in the University
of Oxford

March 1, 2023: The launch of the project, now formally called
Nizami Ganjavi Manuscripts Union Catalogue and Database

Project



Scope and Questions

Diversity in terms of time and place: at least 4000 manuscript copies
spread around the world
An online database will:

provide comprehensive information about the content of
Nizami Ganjavi manuscripts.

provide information about the character and quality of Nizami
Ganjavi manuscripts.
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Scope and Questions (cont.)

A new union catalogue will:

Facilitate the work of researchers and editors and save scholars
from having to consult multiple catalogues

Provide a comprehensive account of the bibliographical and
codicological aspects

Collect notes and observations written in the margins of the pages

Provide future editors with full and consistent information about
the various available manuscript copies of the work in question

Fix existing errors and inaccuracies which have been carried over
into scholarship and other catalogues



Structure and Organisation

Project directors:
Professor Edmund Herzig (Professor of Persian Studies, University of Oxford)
Professor Nargiz Pashayeva (Rector, Moscow State University, Baku Branch)

Dr Mohammad Kazem Musavi Bojnurdi (President, Great Islamic Encyclopaedia Center)

Project Advisory Board:
Professor Julia Bray (Professor Emerita, University of Oxford)
Dr Gillian Evison (Keeper of Asian and Middle Eastern Collections, Bodleian Libraries)
Dr Alasdair Watson (Curator of Persian and Islamic Manuscripts, The Bodleian Libraries)

David Tomkins (Research Data Curation Specialist, The Bodleian Libraries)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Structure and Organisation (Cont.)

Researchers:

Professor Ali Mir-Ansari (Centre for the Great Islamic Encyclopaedia)
Lead researcher for the project
Creating the Persian version of the Union Catalogue

Dr Mohammad Emami (Wadham College, University of Oxford)

Translating the catalogue entries into English, creating TEI files, and curating the Persian
and English entries on SDS and ORA platforms

Dr Nasib Goyushov (Institute of Manuscripts, Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences
Translating the catalogue into the Azerbaijani language



Structure and Organisation (Cont.)

Persian English  Azeri

Conducting Creating Creating
Research and Catalogue Entries Catalogue Entries
Library Visits in English in Azeri

Creating Creating TEI files
Catalogue Entries and Curating

in Persian Online Data



Worktlow

Data Collection

Direct method: Visiting the library in question to consult the manuscript in person
After consulting a handlist or a catalogue, OR

Without any prior information about the collection

Indirect method: Using existing manuscript catalogues and digital copies

Not adopted so far, but may be required while including copies held in the US libraries
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Workflow
(Cont.):

English
Translation

Completed
in MS Access

E Khusnu va Shann

:l- Khamsah

Binding Decoration

Outercover gl m wa Paykar

oval medalion
finicls, four qual
haorizontal and |
Comer-piaces, ¢
binding Is covel
maotifs entiraly; ¢
oval medalion
finials,

Outer cover. in|
cenire, two ot
medallions, rlin
on a furguolse ¢
tha canire, twg
finials, four qual
and decorativi
meflans and an
khitan motlfs.

Doublure: Simpl
the centra, ang
envelope flap.

Masnavi |dentifier

# H.1581.WAD.14

* H.1815WAD.171

* H.08XX.NLI. 18880

Y HOPXAMLL 1 696%

Pagination -

* 30b-108a

* Ha-72b

* 66b-Z2230

IRt

I e [ [ T IR r s ks
P i 1 . ; w1l
e e s I.-.;r'"-' i e

oYU e e f g g e |
{folios missing)

o § e 13 ol = g 2 | Y
] i '.ﬂ'l.ﬂa.r"“":.lll-\.l"":“ A e I"I.l"'"'

Explicit + Colophon

_\_,,.... _,'T';uJ.'-_'_r;‘EJ'I_\’J.L..::h:.'_,EIJ_;

folios) sum il o emnat [ 5 B e Y i
missing

..r"‘"'" M e, L1 ..J,E"L‘nll' .r"‘:':".‘]l".-' JI Jd B

12



Workflow
(Cont.):

English RTF
(Word) Output
exported from
Access database

DR ] (e ] i Compatbaddy Mode ~

bl bngl Frvite Wl Hep AcTodnat

Institution
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Library Catalogue No
Title

Origin Date
Crigin Date Hijri
Extent
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Binding

Binding Decaoration

Binding Border Decoration
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Leaf Dimensions

Paper Decoration Note
Page 1af 3
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Green leather, 11°17 cm, front + back cover, leather + pasteboard,
no doublure; case wrap binding with brown spine

Gilt tooling comprised of a cantral madallion ormamented with
towers and birds, fouwr imals, six ten-pelaled flowears, and
arabesgue motifs at the four sides

Decoratve frame

Damage (head band in some disamay); the age of the cover does
nat match perfectly with the copying date of the manuscript

Crriental paper, ordinary buff, coated, normal thickness, one size
1117 em
Frontispiece with an inscription containing seven fangles: tha



orkflow (Cont.):

EI Encoding XML
iles exported from
ccess database
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<handDesc><handNote>»<persName xml:lang="eng" role="scr">
Unknown</persName></handNote></handDesc>

<bindingDesc>*Green leather, 11*17 cm, front + back cover,
leather + pasteboard, no doublure; case wrap binding with
brown spine

“decoNote type='"'border'>Decorative frame</decolNote>
<decoNote>G1lt tooling comprised of a central medallion
ornamented with flowesr and bird, four finials, six ten—petaled
flowers, and arabesgue motifs at the four sides</decoNote>
<condition>Damage (head band in some disarray); the age of the
cover does not match perfectly with the copying date of the
manuscript.</condition></bindinghesc>

</phy=sDesc>

<history>

<originr<note></noter<origPlace>Unknown</origFPlace>

<origDate calendar="#Hijri—-gamari' notBeforese=" 15007
notAfter=" 1600 '">10th century</origbhate>

<origDate calendar="#Gregorian' notBefore=" 1500" nothAfter="
1600 ">léeth century</origDate></origin>
<acquisition></acqguisition>

<provensnce></provensnce>

</history>

<additional><adminInfor<recordHist><source>This record was
created by Dr <persNams type="standard' role="trl'>Mohammad
Emami</persiNams> based on the Persian catalogus by <psrsNams
type="standard' role="cataloguer">Dr Ali Mir—-Znsari</persNams>
within the framework of Nizami Ganjavi Manuscripts Union
Catalogue and Database Project.</source></recordHist>
<note><div>l. The copy contains all Masnawvis, =ither in the
body text or in the margins, in this order:</div>

<diw>RA. Body: , Makhzan al-Asrar (lb-6€a), Ehusraw wa Shirin
(66b—222a), and Haft Pavkar (222a-3263b)</div>

<diw>B. Margins: Sharafnimah (lb-1&68a), Layli wva Majnin
(1l6%a—287k), and Igbilnidmah (287b—274a) .</div>

<diw>2. The Masnavi of Haft Pevykar is completed in the text of
£f. 2632k. COn this folio, Igksil'nSmah, which i1is originallwy
written in the margin, finds its way into the body text and
continuss koth in the margin and in the body text until the
end of the copy.</div>
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Worktlow
(Cont.):
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Current Position

Universities, libraries, and centres visited:

United Kingdom: 22

Iran: 15 in Tehran and 14 in other cities

Azerbaijan: 1 in Baku

VEIRILORE AN AFLiR.
Oxford, Bodleian Library 16
Oxford, Ferdowsi Library

Oxford, All Souls College Library

Edinburgh, Edinburgh University Library

St Andrews, St Andrews University Library
Eton, Eton College Library

Birmingham, Birmingham University Library
London, Victoria and Albert Library

London, Royal Asiatic Society Library
London, British Library

London, British Museum

London, Inﬁ%fﬁce Library and Records
London, London University Library (SOAS)

Manchester, Manchester University Library

Cambridge, Cambridge University Library

~ Cambridge, St John College Library

Cambridge, King's College Library
Cambridge, Trinity Library Hall

Cambridge, Library of Iran and India
Cambridege, The Fitzwilliam Museum Library



Current Position

Universities, libraries, and centres visited:
United Kingdom: 22
Iran: 15 in Tehran and 14 in other cities

Azerbaijan: 1 in Baku

Countries whose universities, libraries, and
centres will be visited in the next three years:

- Turkey, Pakistan,- India, Bahgla'désh, France,
Germany, and Austria
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Current Position

Universities, libraries, and centres visited:
United Kingdom: 22
Iran: 15 in Tehran and 14 in other cities

Azerbaijan: 1 in Baku
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Other activities: - o

! Training three Iranelogy students at Oxford University in the field of codicology

Training three students at Baku State University in Azerbaijan in the field of
codicology

| Training of two employees of the Azerbaijan Institute of Manuscripts in Codicology
and Cataloguing
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Forecasted Outcomes

The main outputs of the project will be:

Union Catalogue of the works of Nizami Ganjavi,
available on the Oxford University Sustainable
Digital Scholarship (SDS) service and archived on
the Oxford Research Archive (ORA)

Book-form catalogues in Persian, English and
Azerbaijani

Scholarly articles on the history and codicology of
Nizami manuscripts

Sustainable Digital Scholarship
Cpapung Ouloerd's research alive

EXPLORE THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD'S
WORLD-CLASS RESEARCH
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