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Mawlid is aword derivedfrom thetrilateral Arabic root w-I-d meaning'birth". Al-mawlid
al-nabawyy al-sharif marksthe 12th of Rabb al-Awwal of the Islamic calendarwhich is
believedto be the birthday of Prophet Muhammad,p.b.u.h. (peacebe upon him). Its first
public celebrationsarerecordedn Egyptandlraq in the 12th century Mawlid was officially
introducedin the Ottoman Empire in 1588 by Sultan Murat Il and thus was introduced

following the incorporationof the medievalBosniankingdom into the OttomanEmpire in
1463

Buhurdar, a censer where ethereal fragrant plants such as amber and elecampane were burned
during mawlid.



The termmawid could be understood in two ways:

U A poem of praise imonourof Muhammad, p.b.u.h.,

U Theprivate or publiccelebration ohis birth.

Accessories for the mawlid sweet drink (sharbat), which was an indispensable part of
mawlid festivities, an exhibit of the Gazi Husrkgg Library Museum



Contentof mawlid poems

Standardsequencesf openingpraisedo Allah

Descriptionof the creationof al-Nur Muhamma, p.b.u.h.

Episodes from the Prophet's life, especially birth, which is precededby its
announcementin numerous signs that the Prophet's mother Amina witnessed,

continuedby the descriptionof his ascento heavensmiaaj, andoptionally finishing
by descriptionof his passing



Arabic mawlid written by Jafar Ibn Hasanal-Barzaniji(d. 1764, dqd al-Jawahir, wasrecitedin
Bosniaonly if the celebrationwas performedduring Ramadanin betweenthe maghrib and asha
prayes.
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MawlidaFNa b i yy é@&GaadmaritdnbyatSlayyi d Jadéf ar I-kanmdiasan | br
Husayni alBarzaniji, copied byinknown copyist in 1811/189&aziHusrevbeg Library, R-3154



Until the mid-twentieth century,the most frequently performedmawlid in Bosniawas the well-
known Turkish mawlid of Bursali Stleyman Celeb (d. 1422. Thereare a large numberof copiesof
Celeb's mawlid in the manuscriptcollectionsof the Gazi Husrevbey Library aswell asother public

andprivatecollectionsin Bosnia

T AT — - R
SR TN T R VI S o
2s )JUJ’/-%:;“-?J;' )\é‘\gf@ﬁ\‘g\';g
- LR Sy ,r’. v § %
b ‘ v _.\*':’ { e 0 =
: J | 2\ 5§ ‘ ) wovsbsy
- @Vﬁ% EJ\\ Y ris .’?’(M‘V.L,J:’f
k 2 \
8 :JD., °/)‘Jf|. 0e . )
& el el il QS de iyt
T T G A R
R ey e

e

.“ P A Sl v o){\ -

v > '.AY L SNy \)\5 ‘& -
" ~ v FcS B b, b2 . R R

- :

Vesletu'n-neat i mawlid written by Suleynman Celeb, copied byHuseyinlbn Bali in 1022/1613
GaziHusrevbey Library, R-10172
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Vesleti'nneat i mawlid written by Suleynan Celeh, copiedby D e r Muragl Sidkiin 1281/186465,
GaziHusrevbeg Library, R-6858



Reportby N u r d gRiehgilmamawlid performerwearingthelight greenscarfin the picture

fWe have beenreciting openingof the Celeb's mawlid for years,but sincethereare no more old
performergbula) andold femalecongregatiormemberdeft, we still reciteit only whena closecircle
of old Sarajevebornwomengather It is still sometimesecitedby hajji bulaRamizaGe | e rzZ&ata i
andus (Fahra,Sabihaandl whenwe are performingmawlid togetherwith them) It is alsorecitedby
menon ocassiorof theannualmawlid in GaziHusrevbegmosqueo

(Fahrais the onewho wearsthe pink scarf,andhajji bula Ramiza.the old performerwearingthe dark
vgreenscarf)

=

Annualwomenmeawlidcelebratiorcombinedwith dhikr
(tevhig performedin the home of Zehra Duran at the
Sarajevaneighborhoodf Gr | Brdoa summer2023

Notethe 1.000 piecebeaddtespil) usedfor countingthe
La ilaha illa Allah formula, but also for including the
womenfrom theaudiencean thecircle (khalga)of dhikr.
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The first mawlid written by a
Bosnian author was the mawlid
of Ali-dede Bog mal ertitled
Kitab-i me K aih | ndevlidi
Ahmed sallallaht aleyhi ve
sellem (Book of scenesof the
birth of Ahmed p.b.u.h.) written
In the Ottoman languagein the
16th century It is translatednto
Bosnian by Azra Ga d-g
Kas umandiptinted in the
magazineBeharistarin 2000

Azra Gadzo-Kasumovic

&
PRVI MEVLUD ALI-DEDE BOSNJAKA

Kitab-i ma « maavlld-dAhmadlb y AlDadali c@de lon Mustafa Harimi
al-Bosnawi, unknown year of copying, from the manuscript collection of the
Oriental Institute in Sarajevo,-83

U BOSNI I PRIZORI LJUBAVI
PREMA EHLI BEJTU
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Hafiz Salih Ga g e (d.i 189899) reports at the
begining of his mawlid that he was askedby the
people of Kolagn, former Bosnian and later
Montenegrincity, where he servedas a kaymakam
(governor) to translate Stuleyman Celeb's mawlid
Into Bosniansothe Bosniaksbe ableto understandi.
He acceptedthe challengeand upon finishing the
translation printedit in arebica(Bosnianlanguagan
Arabic script) in his own editionin Skopjein 1878

He publishedthe seconcdeditionof his mawlid alsoin
Skopjein 189394.

Mawlid ann a b i Oala | hatnhzB8ahatwi Gagevi I,

Skopje, 2nd ed., 1311/189%8!.



The Grand Mufti of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia
Dge mal luau el i1938 adapted the language of
G a g e mawlid tosthe CentralBosniandialectand publishedit
In arebicaeight timesin the Islamic ShareholdingPress(1905
1948 producing4,000copieseach

_ _ e Minor interventions in the modernizationof Ga ge v i |

TANEE w: g ‘:‘“‘ - mawlid were madeby one of the mostprolific Bosnianlslamic

L - scolars, Mehmed Ha n d ¢di 1944 in the 1942 edition
L publishedalsoin arebicaby the Wadf directoratein Sarajevoto

3 which headdedanextensivemawlidd u .6 a

3
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Together with the two first Skopje editions more than
35,000 copiesof this mawlid wereprintedin arebica

Mawlud (Mawlid atNabiyy Sallallahoalyh wa sallampy
hafiz Sali h Gagevil , 1942.



TheG a g e mawlid gainedgreatpopularityandwasalsocopiedby hand
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Bosnawi lisan ile mawlidsharifb y haf i z Sthkelcdpyist, @egnelv i | |,
place of the copy are unknown, Gazi Husbeg Library, R4978
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Ga g e wiawlid was printed transcribedin

Latin script 11 moretimes

- In 1936 1943 1971, 1972 1973and1976

- Inthreeeditions(lastonein 1990 asthe partof
the collectionof mawlids,

- In 2000 in the proceedingof the Roundtable
called Mawlid in the life and the culture of
Bosniaks,

- Inthemawlid collectionin 2018
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Mawlid shaif bi lisanBosrawi b y
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Mu h a mehd copyistgtiché and

place of the copy are unknown, Gazi Husbeg Library, R6274

Muharem D1 z d a framnw
Trebinje known by the
pseudonynMuhamedR u g d
also translaed Sileynman
Celeb's mawlid by the
headline Mawlid shaif bi
lisan Bosraw. His
translation is much more
loose then Gageuwv
Di z d ainctudedd lot of
his own original verses He
left two versions of his
mawlid in manuscripform.



Di z d a rneawlid iwassprinted only in
1981 when Bosnian scholar and author,
AbdurahmarNametakwrote a studyof him
iIn which all hisworkswere published




Chronologically,it follows the mawlid by Arif
Sarajlijig which is also an adaptationof Stleynman
Celeb's mawlid including the translator'soriginal
versesand sometimeseven entire chapters It was
printedin arebicain Istanbulin 1911 underthetitle
T e r d g menmadskina jezikBosanskiTranslation
of themawlid into Bosnianlanguage)

It was later printed in both Cyrillic and Latin
editions




Mawlid translated by Arif Sarajlija was alsopiedby hand.
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Program of the mawlid written in
combination of Latin script and arebica,
GaziHusrevbeyLibrary archive, unknown
date.




The first original Bosnianmawlid, andthe fourth in Bosnianlanguagejs the mawlid of
renownedscholarandpoetSavetbegB a ¢ a(d) 1934).

The authorpublishedit in his own editiontwo timesin 1924 andthethird time in 1931
Oneedition of B a g a gevlid'was publishedin Beirut in 1962 It was partially translated
Into Germanandpubllshecin Viennain 1964 It waspublishedagainin 1942 1943 200l1and
2003 -
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SARAJEVO 1924.
LAMSKA DIONICKA STAMPARIJA.

Mevlud(Mawlid) by Mirza Safvet, 2nd ed., Islamic
Shareholding Press, SarajeMa?4



B a § adgstcribingthe momentof the Prophet'sniraculousbirth sings

At thatmoment,thewall opered
Fromwherethecircle of hounesroared
Surroundng Aminafrom everyside
Sprinklingherby rosedike on abride,
Dancinglight kolo at heraround,
Singing hapinesssinging delight
Whichwill lift darknesgrom mankind
And reachusin Bosniabringingthelight.

(Choir)
GodMerciful, it isthe Bosnanway
To celebratemawlid asa joyful day!

His hymnin We | ctoyowethe mostbelovedsonof the Arabic raceand
homelan@ ois still anobligatorypartof everymawlid celebrationn Bosnia

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dH FhaEgeaO



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dH_FhaEqea0

BosnianscholarMuhamedH u k o (d. 2d12) explainshis experienceof the transitionfrom
Turkishto Bosnianlanguagemawlids

Al still remembemawlid celebrationsn my family during my childhood Thatwasa long
time ago, sometimein the 1930s. Bursali Suleynan Celeb Turkish languagemawlid was
recited Although we didn't understanca single word, we listenedto it with greatawe.. The
entireceremonywasstrictly observedwe chantedhetakbirs standingon our feetin the marked
places We knewfor certainthataudienceshouldbe servedsharbat (specialsweetdrink madeof
water boiled with cinnamon,clove andsugaj at the momentwhenmawlid text describechow
the houris offered Amina sharbatandthis wasstrictly observedRecitingthe Turkish language
mawlid was consideredhe only correct,andG a g e wranslatishof that mawlid was avoided
for alongtime, andalsoB a ¢ a qawllid wsitten in Bosnianlanguagewhich did not havethe
sameeffect on us children as reciting the Turkish languagemawlid, which createda deeper
senseaf piety...

When we startedreciting G a § e \tranklaien,andthenB a g a gnawlidd somehowour
horizonsandknowledgeexpandedbut the mysticalexperienceof the Turkish mawlid waslost,
asif we hadcomedownto earthfrom highersphere®



Next in line is Hafiz Sejid Z e n u résamawlidl which is alsoan adaptatiorof the Suleynan
Celebd&® mawlid. It waspublishedby the Islamic ShreholdingPressn arebicain 1929 andagain
in 1936by H. A. K u j u nlatin versionswereissuedin five moreeditions Thelasttime it was
editedby MirsadA r n a uandéssuedn northernBosniantownof Or a i 0&8
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In 1961, the Supremelslamic Council of
Yugoslaviaannouncedhe bestnew mawlid
competition The first prize wentto Re ¢
Kadi mdwkd. Kadi ménid was
publishedin 1963 with 50,000 copies,and
In the next three editions another47,000,
resultingin 97,000 copiesin total. Because
of his simple but sincere and receptive
presentationof the truth aboutthe life of
the prophet Muhammad, p.b.u.h., this
mawlid attracteda lot of attentionfrom the
public and was most recited in almostall
mosgqueandhomesuntil today

K a d imavdlid wasalsopart of the mawlid
collections mentioned eatrlier.






E g rKeofv a | (& ¥9D6 wasarenownedBosnianscholarpoetandcalligrapherHe reportedthat
he hadbeenwriting his mawlid entittedMuhammedresuludlah for seventeelyearsbecausdne wanted
every verseto be supportedoy the mostreliable historic sources |t was printedin 1981 1993 and
1994
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