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1. What is a national library?

• National Libraries should have an international standard according to the UNESCO:
• Collection of the national literature
• National Bibliography
• Preservation of the national heritage

• According to IFLA:

• „guardians of a country’s history. They collect, preserve, and make available a country’s history to 
all of its citizens, and open a window on that country to people all over the world.”

• https://www.ifla.org/de/units/national-libraries/



„National library: an institution, primarily funded 
(directly or indirectly) by the state, which is 
responsible for collecting, bibliographically 
recording, preserving and making available the 
documentary heritage (primarily published materials 
of all types) emanating from or relating to its 
country; and which furthers the effective and 
efficient functioning of the provision of 
infrastructure, the coordination of activities in the 
country’s library and information system, 
international liaison, and the exercise of leadership. 
These responsibilities are formally recognized, 
usually in law.”

Lor, Peter Johan: Guidelines for Legislation for National Library 
Services, p. 7, URL: 
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000109568 

What is a national 
library?

Attempts of a 
definition I



What is a national library?

Attempts of a definition II

„National libraries capture and preserve the memory of nations, all the while 
maintaining a position in the present and the future. Their mission include the 
preservation of the national memory and culture of a nation. They have an 
obligation to educate. They foster national development and publish the cultural 
heritage. National libraries serve as the recognized repository of a nation’s 
publications. They strive to preserve knowledge and experiences in conventional 
and digital formats.“

Mansfield, Jerry W.: „National Libraries as Centers of Innovation. An IFLA Journal 40th Anniversary Tribute“, 
in: International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions 40/3 (2014), 143-144, here: 143a. 



National libraries as models for innovation and 
change

National libraries with this wide range of tasks have a 
"historical/cultural/educational mandate" and "must be at the 
leading edge of change" insofar as they serve as "models for 
innovation and change“

“National Libraries are Museums”

Mansfield, Jerry W.: „National Libraries as Centers of Innovation“, 143a.



2. Brief History of the Baghdad National 
Library - The Foundation of a Library
• 1920: Foundation as Maktabat 

al-Salam

• Muriel Jesse Forbes (1884-1969) 
and Gertrude Bell (1868-1926) 
as a private library

• 1924 under the Ministry of 
Education

• 1929 initiation as a public library

Gertrude Bell 1909



The Development to the Iraqi National Library 
and Archives
• 1958 initiation as a National Library 
• Became manifested and 

instutionalized in 1961 by Law No. 
51, particularly art. 4.

• 1987 Amalgamation with the 
National Center for Archives 
(founded 1964)

• قانون التعديل الاول لقانون المكتبة الوطنية رقم 
1961لسنة 51

• قانون التعديل الاول لقانون : عنوان التشريع
1961لسنة 51المكتبة الوطنية رقم 

• –: 4مادة 
يجوز اصدار انظمة لتسهيل تنفيذ احكام –1

.هذا القانون
لوزير الثقافة والفنون، اصدار التعليمات–2

نية، بشأن تنظيم الجهاز التنفيذي للمكتبة الوط
وتحديد تشكيلاته الادارية والمالية والفنية 

والتنظيمية، وواجبات كل منها، وصلاحيات 
. رؤسائها

http://wiki.dorar-aliraq.net/iraqilaws/law/9460.html (Nov. 16, 

2023)

http://wiki.dorar-aliraq.net/iraqilaws/law/9460.html


The Iraqi National Library and Archives (INLA)





Loss and Destruction of Cultural Heritage

https://www.iraqnla.gov.iq/



Destruction of Cultural Heritage in April 2003

• estimated 60 percent of its total 
archival materials, 25 percent of 
its books, newspapers, rare 
books, and most of its historical 
photographs and maps were 
destroyed.

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2013/aug/22/b
aghdad-library-architects-design-tender

• Amir Moussawi: „The war or 
occupation, or whatever you want to 
call it, has done a lot of damage to 
the knowledge infrastructure, so it's 
important to everyone that the 
library project materialises. Iraq 
desperately needs it.“

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2013/aug/22/b
aghdad-library-architects-design-tender

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2013/aug/22/baghdad-library-architects-design-tender
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2013/aug/22/baghdad-library-architects-design-tender
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2013/aug/22/baghdad-library-architects-design-tender
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2013/aug/22/baghdad-library-architects-design-tender


Destruction of Cultural Heritage in April 2003

• most of the damage occurred in 
the main reading room and 
lobby of the building

• the destruction was performed 
by “a mix of poor people looking 
for a quick profit, along with 
regime loyalists intent on 
destroying evidence of 
atrocities”.

• there was no protection by the 
US 

https://www.ifla.org/de/publications/interview-with-saad-
eskander-director-of-iraq-national-library-and-archives-inla/



Saad Eskander 
Director of the INLA 2003-2015

• From November 2006 to July 
2007, the British Library posted 
blogs by Dr Saad Eskander

• His diary caught the public 
imagination. It provided a vivid 
and powerful account of 
professional and academic life 
unthinkable to most users of the 
British Library



Publication of the Diary



Glimpses into the Future –
The New Baghdad Library



The IFLA Stragegy and SDGs 2030



The IFLA Strategy and the Agenda 2030

• Agenda 2030 initiated by the 
UNESCO 

• Life-long learning

• equal educational opportunities 
for all - both in early education 
and in adulthood, regardless of 
origin or gender

https://www.ifla.org/de/news/iraqi-library-association-ifla-

strategy-where-education-and-planning-meet/ (Nov. 17, 2023)

https://www.ifla.org/de/news/iraqi-library-association-ifla-strategy-where-education-and-planning-meet/
https://www.ifla.org/de/news/iraqi-library-association-ifla-strategy-where-education-and-planning-meet/


Leading Role of the Ministry of Higher 
Education and Scientific Research



Leading Role of the Ministry of Higher 
Education and Scientific Research

https://alkafeel.net/library/ (Nov. 17, 2023)

https://alkafeel.net/library/


The New Baghdad Library

• The six-storey library will house 
2.8m books and accommodate 
5,060 visitors.

• shape of a drop-like peninsular 
projecting into a lake, has a double 
curvature roof structure formed of 
two-way steel-cable net, covering 
the huge reading space, with an 
arrangement of skylights to 
maintain constant levels of light.

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2013/aug/22/baghdad-

library-architects-design-tender (Nov. 14, 2023)

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2013/aug/22/baghdad-library-architects-design-tender
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2013/aug/22/baghdad-library-architects-design-tender




https://designinglibraries.org.uk/documents/AMBS_PRESS_REL
EASE_BAGHDAD_LIBRARY_130610.pdf



شكراً جزيلً 

Thank you very much
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