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The roots of the Higher School of Engineering Library 
(Mühendis Mekteb - i Âlîsi Kütüphanesi)

Photograph: Training of military engineers.

Ʒ The School of Engineering took its 
roots from the Imperial School of 
[Military] Maritime Engineering 
(Mühendishâne-i Bahrî-i 
Hümâyûn) and the Imperial 
School of Military Engineering for 
the land forces (Mühendishâne-i 
Berrî-i Hümâyûn); the first
schools of engineering, which 
were established in the late 18th 
century and focused on the 
modernization of military 
technology as wells as raising 
military engineers.
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The roots of the Higher School of Engineering Library

Ʒ In time, Hendese-i Mülkiye (Civil School of 
Engineering) and then the Higher School of 
Engineering (Mühendis Mekteb-i Âlîsi, which was 
established in 1909) evolved from Mühendishâne.

I: The first graduates of Hendese-i Mülkiye.

II: Imperial School of Military Engineering for the land 
forces (on the left) - The library (in the middle) - Civil 
School of Engineering(on the right).
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The Library and the Librarian at the Imperial School of Military 
Engineering for the land forces ( Mühendishâne - i Berrî - i Hümâyûn ) in the 

early 19 th century
The Library did not only provide books to the academic personnel and the students but it had more 
functions.

Á Class: Library was the place where the classes were held. 

Á Library was the place where the students were provided course materials (books, writing boards, etc.) 

Á Room for the scientific instruments : The place where the scientific instruments were kept. The librarian 
was also responsible for the scientific instruments.

Librarian:

Á Hafēz-ē k¿t¿b(hēfz ~ ДУϲ) : the person who is in charge of protecting and keeping the books.

Á The librarian had such titles as the protecter of the library ( k¿t¿phane muhafēzē) or the official 
responsible for the library ( kütüphane memuru).

Á In the school libraries, the librarian was responsible for both the books and the scientific instruments:

Ʒ Ķbrahim Fikri Efendi, responsible for the library and the museum of Medical School in Damascus 
(ķam Mekteb-i Tēbbiyesi k¿t¿bhane ve m¿ze memuru Ķbrahim Fikri Efendi)

Ʒ ñAlatcē Emin Efendiò, protector of the library and the officer of the scientific instruments in the 
Medical School (Mekteb-i Tēbbiye-i Mülkiye alat ve edevat-ē hikemiye memuru ve k¿t¿bhane 
muhafēzlēĵē vazifesini de yapan Alatcē Emin Efendi ...)

Á Hierarchy between the librarians:

Ʒ Ķsmail Saib Efendi, the the chief librarian of the the Public [National] Library (Kütüphane-i 
Umumi'de bulunan kēymetli eserlerin muhafazasēna memur hafēz-ē k¿t¿b-i evveli Ķsmail Saib 
Efendi...)

Ʒ Abdülaziz Efendi, asisstant librarian of Baĵdad High School (muhafēz-ē sani)

Á In 1804, the first librarian was appointed to the library  : Hasköylü Ali Veled-i Abdullah [a student in the 
5th year,  and had the rank of lieutenant candidate (mülazēm: teĵmen adayē)]
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Catalogue of the Imperial School of Military 
Engineering Library

Á An inventory was carried out in the library when the Rector of the school changed. (Ķshak Efendi 
 Seyyid Ali Paĸa). The library collection (books and scientific instruments) were in the 

responsibility of the librarian and the new Rector. 

      

     **
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What changed within the library from Mühendish âne to the 
Higher School of Engineering?

I. Students of Higher School of Engineering (early 1910s) II. Students and the professors (early 1910s)
III. Stamp of Higher School of Engineering Library (1928 -1944): Yüksek Mühendis Mektebi Kütüphane 
Memurluĵu IV. Stamp of Higher School of Engineering Library (1909-1928): Mühendis Mektebi 

Kütüphanesi
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A handwritten catalogue of the Higher  School of Engineering
Library
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A handwritten catalogue of the Higher  School of Engineering
Library
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Catalogue of the Higher  School of Engineering Library - Table des 
Matieres de la Cathalogue de la Bibliotheque de l ôEcole des 

Ingenieurs (Both typed and handwritten)
(typed: Books in foreign languages

handwritten: Books in Ottoman Turkish)
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Catalogue of the Higher  School of Engineering Library
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Catalogue of the Higher  School of Engineering Library
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The library collection
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Publication providing for the library
I: Intermediaries while ordering books:  the letter written to Mr. Heidrich, 

bookshop owner at Pera district. II: Ordering books to the library.
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Publication providing for the library

I. Ordering periodicals from La Librairie Eyrolles du boulevard Saint -Germain à Paris 5e
II. La Librairie Eyrolles is still located in the same address in Paris.
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Dunod & Pinad, Gauthier-Villars, Beranger, Eyrolles and Wilhelm Ernst & Sohn were the publishing houses 
from which the library purchased most of its collection.



Publication providing in the library
I. - II: Inventory register books 
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Readers of the library

Ʒ Academic personnel and the students of the school.

Ʒ Academic personnel of the other ecucational institutions : Hüsnü Hamit 
Beyefendi of Darülfünun, The Director of the School of Railways (Kondüktör 
Mektebi), Akil Bey of Medical Scool (Mekteb-i Tēbbiyeôden Akil Bey) ...

Ʒ Engineers working in the country either working in the state enterprises or 
working in the private sector :

Á The engineer Osman Hüsnü Bey who works in the Ministry of Public Works,

Á Ķsmail Hakkē Bey, the director of ¢atalca Construction Commission,

Á Osman Hasan Bey who works for a private company in Bursa,

Á Neĸet Bey who served as a railway engineer for the construction of Hedjaz Railroad. 
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Borrowing in the library

I. The letter sent to a patron which informs him about the unreturned books (if the 

books are not returned upon this notice, the cost of the books would be charged from 

the salary of the patron) II. The list of the unreturned books  (The books are listed in 

French and Ottoman Turkish). 
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Rules and regulations in the study room of the library 
(1928 )

(K¿t¿phane ve M¿tal©a Salonu Talimatē)
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