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MATTEO RIPA (1682-1746)

priest, missionary sent to China 
where he stayed between 1709-
1723 working as a painter and 
engraver in the service of the 
Emperor together with other Italian 
artists

Collegio dei Cinesi (1732); Collegio 
asiatico di Napoli (1869); Istituto 
universitario orientale di Napoli 
(1888); Università di Napoli 
L’Orientale (2002)



University of Naples L’Orientale, Taddei Library: Collection of Oriental Manuscripts 

«Islamic manuscripts»
o «Arabic» manuscripts [MS ARA] 218 → 262 → **

• Ibadi Manuscripts (Jefren, Lybia, 1913) 8 Francesco Beguinot, rif. Rubinacci, Love

• [from a Ottoman Turkish family] (Cairo, 1966) 177

• «Tommaso Sarnelli» Collection (1950, 1970) 29 [16 / 6 / 7] Sarnelli, rif. Sarnelli

• Medicine manuscripts (Yemen, 1930s) *16* rif. Celentano-Sarnelli Cercua

• Qurʾāns (Cairo, 1971) 4

o «Turkish (Ottoman)» manuscripts [Ms TUR] 2

«South-Asian»/Buddhist manuscripts
o «Thai» manuscripts [MS THAI] 40 Gerini 

«Zoroastrian» manuscripts 

o «Persian» manuscripts [MS PER] (1980s) 19 Cereti; Coletti

«Ethiopian»/Christian manuscripts
o «Amharic/Geez» manuscripts [MS GEEZ] (2002) 10 Lusini 

«Georgian» manuscript
o «Georgian» manuscript [MS GEO] (1670-1677) 1 Shurgaia

«Asian» manuscripts
o «Chinese» manuscript [MS CIN] 1

o «Japanese» manuscripts [MS JAP] 1



University of Naples L’Orientale, Taddei Library: 
Collection of Handwritten Specimens/Notebooks 

LUPO BUONAZIA (1844-1914) 

Arabist, professor of Arabic language at the Orientale

ALESSANDRO COLETTI (1928-1985) 

Arabist, Iranist, professor of Iranian languages at 
Orientale

GEROLAMO EMILIO GERINI (1860-1913)

Military, diplomat, secretary to the Minister of Northern 
Siam, Prince Maha Mala, uncle of King Rama V 
Chulalongkorn

geographer, archaeologist, ethnologist, linguist, 
historian

ANGELO DE GUBERNATIS (1840-1913)

Indologist



Arabic manuscript: Ibadi Manuscripts (Jefren, Lybia, 1913) 

FRANCESCO BEGUINOT (1879-1953)

specialist in Berber language 

director of L’Orientale (1917-1920, 1925-1940, 1944-45) 



Arabic manuscript: «Tommaso Sarnelli» Collection (Yemen, 1930s)

TOMMASO SARNELLI (1890-1972)
Physician, scholar of the history of Arabic medicine, Arabist 

In Yemen (1930-1932); involved in Italian fascist colonial policy  
Professor of tropical pathology, tropical hygiene, indigenous medicine at the Oriental Institute from 1933 to 1955

[YEM] MS ARA 002
Treatise on Pharmacology not
mentioned in the catalogues

Kitāb maǧmaʿ al-khulāsa fī al-ṭibb by 
the adīb al-Sayyid Fatḥī al-Muḥarriz

Dated: 13 jumāda II 1114/1702

[YEM] MS ARA 008
Persian Pharmacopoeia translated into

Arabic as al-Aqrābāḏīn Originally
belonging to the al-Manṣūriyya Library: 

books owned by the Zaydite Imam of 
Yemen al-Manṣūr... (reg. 1728-1747) 

[YEM] MS ARA 013
Medical treatise on diseases of 

individual and general parts of the 
body and their treatment 

ff. 1-136: Kitāb al-Shifāʾ al-aǧsām
wa-l-qulūb by al-Kamarānī (d. 

857/1453) 



«Arabic» (Ottoman) and «Turkish (Ottoman)» manuscripts  (Cairo)





«Persian» manuscripts [MS PER]: Zoroastrian, Islamic ethics, grammars, exercises





«Georgian» manuscript [MS CAU] 



«Thai» manuscripts [MS THAI] / Gerini collection



«Ethiopian»/Christian manuscripts in Amharic/Geez [MS ET] 





Manuscript fragments and flying 
leaves found during the re-
organisation phase



[YEM] MS ARA 49 (Medicine)
Kitāb al-lumʿa al-kāfiya fī l-adwiya -shāfiya by al-
Malik al-Afḍāl al-ʿAbbās ibn ʿAlī ibn Rasūl al-Ghassānī 
(Rasulid king of Yemen reg. 764/1363-778/1377)





Workshop for the Restoration of Ethiopian 
Manuscripts

[October 2024]



Thanks for your attention!
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