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Leiden University, Leiden, the Netherlands

Founded in 1575, Academia Lugduno Batava,

Oldest university in the Netherlands

Motto: Libertatis Praesidium (Bastion of Freedom)

July 2024 NINO Library > Herta Mohr building



The Netherlands Institute for the Near East 

www.nino-leiden.nl

http://www.nino-leiden.nl/


Separated study areas

Assyriology

Egyptology

Archaeology Palestine/Levant
Traditional open stack library: 

manual reorganisations of the 

shelves necessary on a regular 

basis



NINO (1939 - )
- Research InstituteAncient NearEasternStudies

- NINO Library: sinceJanuary2018 curatedby Leiden 

University Libraries

- Böhl-collection, ca. 3,000 cuneiformtablets 

- PhotocollectionScholten (Palestineearly20st C.)

- Publisher of periodicalsandseries: BiOr, Anatolica, Pihans,            

Egyptologische Uitgaven, AchaemenidHistory



Academic research library: 2024 ca. 45.000 titles 

ÅAssyriology (Mesopotamia, Anatolia)

ÅEgyptology (incl. Coptology, Nubia)

ÅArchaeology of the Ancient Near East, incl. 

   Levant, Arab Peninsula

ÅPeriodicals on all the covered disciplines

ÅNo borrowing or Inter Library Loans (except items recently placed 

in closed University Library storage)

ÅNINO unique cataloguing systematical codes > Library of Congress 

Codes (2022)

NINO online catalogus: http://catalogus.leidenuniv.nl "Leiden collectionsñ

http://catalogus.leidenuniv.nl/


Geographical area covered in the NINO library, prehistory - ca. 600 CE, incl. Sudan and the Arab 

Peninsula



Some special collections, donated or legacies (special category or part of the regular collection): 

- Legacy P.P.M. van Moorsel (early Christianity)

- Legaat D. van der Meulen (travel literature) 

- Legacy G.H. de Knegt (Egyptian art, European museum 

                                        collections and catalogues)

- Legacy R. Hoogland (Islamic art & architecture)

- Legacy A.J. Drewes (Ancient South Arabian)

- Rudolph Said-Ruete collection (Seyyidah Salme / Emily Ruete)

     (Middle & Near East, 19th and early 20th century), 

     2023: in Special Collections department UBL



Several items 

in special 

bookcases 



NINO special collection of old and rare books. 

Description dôÉgypte, 2e ed., 1820-1830 

(26 vols + 12 folio vols)

Small exhibitions of collection items or special themes



Inscription about the organisation of agriculture

Collection De Liagre Böhl collection

Inventory

number
LB 3511

Material pottery

Dimensions 15,6 x 12,8 cm

Present 

location

Rijksmuseum van 

Oudheden, Leiden 

Foto RMO

In a special vault, the NINO housed ca. 3,000 cuneiform tablets of Sumerian 

and Babylonian/Assyrian origin. Collected during the 1920s and 1930s by 

F.M.Th. de Liagre Böhl (1882-1976), professor Assyriology at Leiden 

University and director of the NINO from 1939-1955. This collection was 

moved to the University vault March 2024.



Böhl Collection



2024, opening of the newest building on the Humanities Campus: 

Herta Mohr Building (1914-1945, Egyptologist): lecture halls, library, offices



Middle Eastern Library: 3 collections 
ÅModern Middle East: Leiden Universities Libraries

ÅAncient Near East: Netherlands Institute for the Near 

East (founded in 1939)

ÅAfrican continent: African Library (founded in 1947)





Impressions of the MEL



NINO collection divided: 5 separate locations

- MEL-NINO: reading room (not-loanable)

- SUB-NINO: UBL open storage (not-loanable)

- Closed storage facilities: (loanable)

     - inside main university library building

     - outside department library, Van Steenis

- Special Collections, old/rare books: online 

request, to be studied in the SC Reading Room



June 2023: re-stickering project for all items for 

the reading rooms with Library of Congress Codes 

(monographs), periodicals and series will get a 

separate code

January 2022: first stickers with 

Library of Congress Codes



How to be userfriendly during the proces. 

Challenge of separation of categories on the 

shelves in a library open for its users!

MEL reading room + 

Series > yellow sheet

SUB-NINO placement 

> green sheet



Preparing for the move: relocations of parts of the 

collection to the University Libraries closed storage 

spaces already started in 2019


