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Illustrated Persian lithographs
– managing a researcher’s legacy
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Persian printing history

• Illustrated books as a regular feature

• Strong preference for lithography in 19th century Persia

• Economic: low costs, support of calligraphers
• Socio-cultural: calligraphy and intricate page layouts
• Geographic situation

1816/17 1832/33 1856 1874

Typography Typography

Lithography
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Early printed books at the Bavarian State 
Library – important acquistions

Kitāb Ṣalāt as-sawāʿī. Fano [Venedig] 
: Gregorio de Gregorii. 1514
BSB Rar. 1348

• founding collection: library of diplomat and orientalist Johann 
Albrecht Widmanstetter (1506-1557): already books in Arabic, 
….

• 1858 purchase of French scientist Etienne-Marc Quatremère‘s
(1782-1857) library

• Library of Richard Gramlich (1925-2006) on Islamic theology 
and mysticism as well as biographical literature on Sufis
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Gholām Ḥosayn Khān: Tārikh-e Gulzār-e Āṣafīyah. 
Ḥaydarābād , Maṭbaʿah-e Moḥammadī, 1890.
BSB 4 Bibl.Gram. 103

Shirāzi, Qoṭb al-Din Maḥmūd Ibn-Masʿūd: 
Sharḥ ḥikmat al-ishrāq. Tehrān (?), Harāti, 
1897/8. Bibl.Gram. 2509

Tabarsi, Aḥmad Ibn 
Moḥammad: Iḥtijāj ʿalā ahl
al-lijāj. Tehrān (?), 1852. 
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Illustrated Persian lithographs - collection

2022: privat offer comprising

• Over 160 mostly lithographed
books

• Research materials

• Focusing on narrative 
literature
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Popular literature

Tāsuji; Mirzā Sorush: 
Hezar o yek shab. Tehrān, 

Mir Bāqer, 1858, p.8.

[Anonymous]: Nush-
Āfarin, 1846. Tehrān, 
f.41b.

Majlesi, Muḥammad Bāqer ibn Muḥammad Taqi: 
Javaher al-ʿoqul. 1883, p.5.
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Religious stories

Jawharī, Muḥammad Ibrahīm ibn Muḥammad Bāqiri: 
Ṭufān al-bokāʾ. Tabriz (?), Sayyed Bāqer, 1852, p.51.

Printed by movable type.

Bidel Kermānshāhāni: Toḥfat al-ẕākerin. 1863, p.324.

Borujerdi, Sarbāz Esmāʿil-Khān: Asrār al-shahāda, 
1862, pf58a.
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Classic Persian literature

Neẓāmi Ganjavi: 
Khamse [Layli

va Majnun], 
1869-70. f.191a.

Narāqī, Aḥmad Ibn Muḥammad Mahdī : Ṭāqdis, 1863. 
Printed on blue paper

Ferdousi: Shāhnāme, 1848-50. f.415a.Hablah Rūdī, Muḥammad ʿAlī: Jāmeʿ al-tams ̱īl,
1868. f.80b.
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Research materials
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• 37 boxes with paper copies (mostly illustrated
pages)

• 2 boxes with 60 microfilms

• ~ 350 specimen
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Cataloguing the collection - books
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Cataloguing the collection – research materials
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Cataloguing the collection – research materials
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Anonymous persian
translation: Ajāʿeb al-
makhluqāt, 1264.
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Thank you for your attention!


