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Vision and Mission

Vision

To be one of the world′s 

preeminent centers of learning, 

research and culture; a guardian 

of the region’s heritage; and an 

institution that promotes 

imagination, discovery and the 

nourishment of the human spirit.

Mission

To preserve the nation′s and 

region′s heritage and enable the 

people of Qatar to positively 

influence society by creating an 

exceptional environment for 

learning and discovery.



Since 2015, QNL has been the IFLA PAC

(Preservation and Conservation) Center for Arab

Countries and the Middle East.



Himaya Programme

In 2020, Qatar National Library 

launched the Himaya programme to 

help support the fight against 

trafficking of documentary heritage in 

the region.

As compared to other cultural 

artefacts like sculptures, metalwork 

and so on, manuscripts, books and 

archives are more at risk, given their 

portable nature.

In collaboration with many 

international, region and local 

organisations including law 

enforcement agencies.

حماية
means protection, 

care, safekeeping



Work Areas

• Capacity Building

• Awareness & Advocacy

• Facilitating professional 

meetings and cross-disciplinary 

exchanges

• Reports/Studies

• Monitoring system



Each year, QNL organises online lectures, courses as well as 

training workshops minimally in Arabic and English

Some lectures are available on QNL Youtube channel.

Target audience: cultural workers as well as law enforcement 

officers or legal professionals. Specifically in Qatar, working with 

Qatar Customs.

Upcoming: Online event on 21 May at 4pm Qatar Time (+3GMT).

“UNIDROIT’s contribution to the fight against illicit trafficking in 

cultural objects – the 1995 Convention”

Capacity Building



Commemorate the International Day Against the Illciit Trafficking in 

Cultural Property – 14 November

Production of short educational videos about the impact of looting 

of cultural heritage

Champion the importance of inventories with good description and 

documentation of holdings in cultural institutions and private owners.

Urge collecting institutions to exercise due diligence during their 

acquisition process .

Encourage librarians and archivists to report theft to local police as to 

contribute updates to the INTERPOL stolen works of art database.

Advocacy efforts with relevant ministries and lawmakers to improve laws 

and regulations regarding documentary heritage protection.

Awareness & Advocacy



Annual Doha Workshop held at QNL 

providing the platform for knowledge 

exchange and enhanced collaboration 

between heritage professionals and law 

enforcement agencies.

Topics ranging from restitution, legal 

frameworks, provenance and due diligence 

work, alert system to identify stolen items, 

challenges and so on.

Building up network of professional from 

different sectors to contribute to the fight

The 2nd Doha Workshop on Countering the 

Trafficking of Cultural Property with a 

Focus on Documentary Heritage

10 – 14 September 2023

Facilitating professional 

meetings and cross-

disciplinary exchanges



Report

Trafficking and the Circulation of Stolen 

Antiquities and Documentary Heritage in 

Afghanistan and its Neighboring Countries:

How to Better Understand New Challenges and 

Opportunities for Interdiction and Cooperation.

Upcoming:

Systematic study of specific International Laws 

that have not been widely ratified yet in the 

Arab region and the positive impact they could 

have on countering illicit trafficking of cultural 

property

Map of Afghanistan that indicates looted 

areas and their trends between 2000 

and 2017. source: Hammer 2018, page 

8.

Reports/Studies



Monitoring System

To address the social media problem issue, 

QNL collaborated with Qatar Computing 

Research Institute (QCRI) to develop a tool 

that would help to monitor the sales. A tool 

that can:

• Automatically retrieve from the Internet 

(commercial website and social media 

platforms) posts related to an illegal trade 

of cultural properties (with focus on 

manuscripts)

• Ability to document/archive the data 

collected for analysis

.



Thank you

www.qnl.qa

http://www.qnl.qa/
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