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Muhammad Ayyad al-Tantawi

 محمد عياد الطنطوي

(1810-1861)

• Born in the village of Nijrid, near the city of 

Tanta, Lower Egypt, in 1810;

• Educated at al-Azhar, Cairo;

• In 1828 (at the age of 18), received a permission 

to teach;

• Among his students in Egypt were F. Fresnel,  A. 

Perron,  A. Sprenger, E. W. Lane, N. Mukhin and 

R. Fren.

• In 1840 was invited to St Petersburg and start 

teaching Arabic language at the Educational 

Department of the Asian Department of the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

• In 1847 began to teach Arabic at St Petersburg 

University. 

• In 1855 - teaching at the newly founded 

Oriental department of SPb University;

• Retired and died in 1861, was buried in 

Volkovskoe cemetery in St Petersburg.



Project of 2010-2011

• Creating the database (using a standard MS 
Office program – MS Access);

• Describing the manuscripts, digital 
copying of the MSS;

• Studying the personality of al-Tantawi as 
a scholar and an individual, as well as his 
Arabic MSS collection. 

• A number of articles published, including 
6 papers delivered by the project 
participants at the International 
conferences “Russia and the Arab world” 
dedicated to the 200th anniversary of 
Sheikh al-Tantawi (1810-1861), 
November 2–3, 2010, St Petersburg State 
University. 

• Introductory articles about al-Tantawi and 
his collection prepared for the DVD 
publication of the collection.



Project of 2010-2011  -  the Database in MS Access



Project of 2010-2011 - Catalogue 



Project of 2023-2024
(supported by the RSF grant 23-28-01748) 

On-line Manuscript Database as a Research Tool:

Electronic Publication and Study of Arabic Manuscript Collection 

of St Petersburg University Professor Sheikh Muhammad al-Tantawi (1810-1861) 

at the Oriental Department of the Research Library of St Petersburg University 

Project objectives: 
(1) Methodological,  

(2) Technical, 

(3) Practical: Cataloguing the al-Tantawi collection.

❑Methodological:

• Elaboration of methods of description and electronic publication of Arabic script 

manuscripts;

• Developing an electronic form for manuscripts description, coupled with the 

formalization of search and sorting attributes.



Project objectives:

❑Technical: 

• Software development for the description and online publication of Arabic 
manuscript collections.

1. Creation of an online database for entering descriptions of manuscripts:

• developing an open database utilizing MySQL and PHP;

• development of tools for the publication and tagging of manuscript 
electronic versions;

• development of search and sorting tools for the published collection.

2. Development of an electronic form for online cataloguing of the collection, 
with electronic versions of MSS attached to a relevant MS description; 
- uploading information from the database into the online catalogue.

3. Development of means of communication between the database and 
electronic catalogues both in Russia and overseas (based on the 
MARC21/RUSMARC format).



❑Cataloguing the al-Tantawi collection. 

Tasks to be accomplished:

• Elaborating comprehensive bibliographic descriptions of MSS (the old database 

was based on the 19th century bibliographic descriptions that provide 

insufficient and occasionally erroneous details);

• Creation of authority files of personalities and titles/works;

• Creation of indices;

• Elaborating codicological descriptions;

• Verifying the colophons, adding incipits/explicits;

• Providing biographical information on the authors.

Project objectives:



On-line Manuscript Database:

Developer’s Interface



Cataloguer’s Interface: Personalia (Persons) - the list



Cataloguer’s Interface: Personalia (Persons) - editing a single entry

Virtual International Authority File (VIAF)



Cataloguer’s Interface: Personalia – Bibliography (selection from the list)



Cataloguer’s Interface: Personalia – Works present in the Collection



Cataloguer’s Interface:  Works – the list



Cataloguer’s Interface:  Work – editing the entry



Cataloguer’s Interface: Work – Bibliography (selected from the  list)



Cataloguer’s Interface: 

Tables of Reference



Cataloguer’s Interface: Manuscript – editing codicological description



Cataloguer’s Interface: Manuscript – Contents 



Cataloguer’s Interface: Manuscript - personalia



Cataloguer’s Interface: Manuscript – Bibliography (selected from the list)



Cataloguer’s Interface: Manuscript – a PDF copy



Cataloguer’s Interface: 

MARC Codes Table



Users’ Interface (Catalogue)

Descriptions of Manuscripts 

uploaded from the Database:

in English (brief form)



Users’ Interface (Catalogue) 

Search options 

Search: Browsing of indices: Selections:

Simple search (by any word) Personalia: author Illuminated manuscripts

other Illustrated manuscripts

Combined 

search:

language titles Centuries AH (manuscripts)

collection subjects Centuries AD (manuscripts)

Shelf no dated manuscripts Centuries AH (works/authors)

author place of copying Centuries AH (works/authors)

title Owners’ seals

Geo

Incipit



Thank you!



Questions?
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