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Brief History of the Bibliotheca Afghanica
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Handover Ceremony at 

Wildt’sches Haus, Basel, 

May 2023, with Veronika 

abd Paul Bucherer-

Dietschi, the founders of

the Bibliotheca Afghanica

Bibliotheca Afghanica in Bubendorf, Switzerland



Overview of sub-collections: manuscripts, maps and documentations
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Overview of sub-collections: estates and archives
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Overview of sub-collections: monographs and grey literature
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Overview of sub-collections: visual collections
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Exemplary subcollections: Afghan Boundary Commission 1885/6
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Camp Zibgin with hill range, Farah Province, 1884Officers at the banks of Hari Rud River, 1885



Exemplary subcollections: Afghan Boundary Commission 1885/86
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Afghan dignitaries at Bala Murghab at New Year’s Day, 1885Winter Camp at Bala Murghab, 1885



Exemplary subcollections: Hentig-Niedermayer Expedition 1915
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Xinjian, 1916
South of shor bazar, Kabul 1915



Exemplary subcollections: German Hindukusch-Expedition 1935
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Exemplary subcollections: Collection Engler, Stucker & de Spindler
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Ziyaret-e hajji saheb-e pay menar, 1939-44



Exemplary subcollections: Edwin Huwyler, Munjan Valley, 1970s

Universität Basel 13



Ongoing incorporation into the holdings of UB Basel …
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https://ub.unibas.ch/en/subject-areas/islamic-studies-near-and-middle-eastern-studies/



Cataloguing … swisscovery
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Cataloguing … source data
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Cataloguing … OGND (German authority file)

Universität Basel 17



Cataloguing … gnd-explorer
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Cataloguing … estates
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Cataloguing … estates
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Applications … connecting … digitization … networking
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Vision

Bibliotheca Afghanica at the University Library Basel

… a living archive with

international outreach
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Thank you
for your attention …

… and your questions!
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