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Where I am coming 
from…

Personal names in manuscripts



For example:

Colophon of Qq.68

Islamic Manuscripts : Durr al-buḥūr
(cam.ac.uk)

https://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/view/MS-QQ-00068/1


Legacy data





"Authority control remain one 
of the main library functions 
that maintain and safeguard 

the flow of information 
between library data and 

users."

Iman Dagher and Denise Soufi



People, places, works (titles)

• Authority control
• Otorite kontrolü
• Autorité (sciences de l'information)
• ضبط استنادي
• Normdatei
• زانیارییھ کتێبخانھیییھکان
• Нормативный контроль
• 典拠管理

• داده ھای کتابخانھ ای

Parameters:
• ISNI
• VIAF
• LCCN
• GND (former PND)
• ORCID
• …

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Authority_control#Parameters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Authority_control#ISNI
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Authority_control#VIAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Authority_control#LCCN
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Authority_controlGND_(former_PND)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Authority_control#ORCID
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Authority_control#ORCID


The issue 

What name?



Names and identity



Authority and 
truth



Absence of proof

•Omission, illegibility, loss
•(Lack of)knowledge of authority
•Focus on content vs authorship



• Prioritising content for classification
• Disregard (who knows the author anyway? 

Someone from faraway lands…)
• Irrelevance (why would the user want to 

know?)
• Self-assignment of authorship



methodologies and best 
practices

for creating authority files in memory institutions



GLAM* institutions of 
the Global North
Galleries
Libraries
Archives
Museums



'Standard' Library 
cataloguing
(AACR2)



'Standard' Library authority record



More examples



NACO (Name Authority Cooperative)

• Shared data base of the global library community
• over 10 million descriptions for persons, families, 

corporate bodies, jurisdictions, works, and 
expressions

• MARC Authority Format
• LC Transliteration standards



NACO for Arabic names

• Establishing an author
• Modern –post 1900
• Classical –past 1900

• Consulting reference works
• Brockelmann; Geschichte der Arabischen Litteratur
• Zirikli; al- Aʻlām - الأعلام لخ�ي  الدين الزرك�ي 
• Kahalah; Mu'Jam al-Mu'allifīn - معجم ف  المؤلفني ف  الصوفيني

• Transliteration standards
• Determining the various elements of a name



Bibliotheca Alexandrina approach

• Originally a local authority file 
• Towards a universal authority file for Arabic names
• Based on NACO policies with adjustments
• Linked files of various scripts locally
• MARC Authority Format
• LC Transliteration standards



Bibliotheca Alexandrina- references
Reference works

• Various authors; Madākhil al-asmāʼ al-ʻArabīyah al-qadīmah - الع���ةالأسماءمداخل
القد�مة

• Kahalah; Mu'Jam al-Mu'allifīn - ف معجم ف المؤلفني الصوفيني
• Zirikli; al- Aʻlām - الزرك�ي الدينلخ�ي الأعلام
• Sarkis; Muʻjam al-maṭbūʻāt al-ʻArabīyah wa-al-muʻarrabah - الع���ةالمطبوعاتمعجم

والمع��ة
• Celebi; Kashf al-ẓunūn ʻan asāmī al-kutub wa-al-funūn - ال�تباسا�ي عنالظنونكشف

والفنون
• Brockelmann; Geschichte der Arabischen Litteratur



Arabic classical names
• Ism - given name (forename)اسم
• Nasab - �سب patronymic/matronymic - ibn- بنت-bint/ابن
• Nisbah – �سبة attribution (occupational, descent, geographical)
• Kunyah - كن�ة a mark of distinction applied to prominent figures to honor them. For 

example, “Abū-Yūsuf” (أب��وسف) is often used for someone who is called Ya'qūb  (�عقوب)
Nisbah -

• Khitab: - ختاب an honorific name, which is usually ended by the suffix al-Dīn (الدين)
• Laqab: - لقب  a word or an expression applied to an eminent person to evoke a real or an 

assigned quality 



Technology

Facility and obstacle



Librarianship and 
print culture

• Paper production (13th C.)
• Printing (15th C.)
• Library Standards (19th C.)



Identity 
management 
system
• ISNI

• ORCHID

• WIKIDATA

• GND

• …





Is authority control still a valid term?
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