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Institut des civilisations





52 rue Cardinal Lemoine, near the 
Pantheon



André Miquel (1929-2022)

Miquel created the Bibliothèque
d’études arabes, turques et islamiques in 

the 1980s.

He held the chair of classical Arabic 
language and literature at Collège de 

France from 1976 to 1997.

He was the general administrator of 
Collège de France from 1991 to 1997

from 1991 to 1997.



Gilles Veinstein (1945-2013)

The library’s “Ottoman turn” begun 
when Veinstein was appointed chair 

of Turkish and Ottoman studies at 
Collège de France in 1999 .

He held that position until 2012.



Emphasis on the “early 
modern” or “premodern” 

period (from 1453 to 1839)



Cataloguing standards and practices

The collections of the Bibliothèque d’études
ottomanes are progressively and 

retrospectively signaled in the French 
collective catalog called SUDOC.

Used by libraries of French universities and 
research establishments, the SUDOC 

catalog contains nearly 13 million 
references and allows students and 

researchers to conduct research on a single 
website.

WiniBW software for SUDOC

Our collections are also visible on OMNIA, 
which is Collège de France’s internal 

catalog.
ALMA software for OMNIA









Overview of the collections

The library subscribes to more 
than 40 specialized journals and 

holds more than 23,000 books, of 
which nearly 800 are in Ottoman 

Turkish.

These documents are either new 
purchases or were bequeathed by 

professors Jacques Berque (1910-1995), 
Régis Blachère (1900-1973), Claude 

Cahen (1909-1991), Louis Massignon
(1883-1962), André Miquel (1929-

2022), Henri Laoust (1905-1983), Jean 
Sauvaget (1901-1950), and Stéphane 

Yerasimos (1942-2005).



Sebîl ür-reşâd



The library holds original maps produced in 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries by the 

geographic services of European armies, 
notably the War Office of the United Kingdom, 

the K.u.K (kaiserlich und königlich) 
Militärgeographisches Institut of Austria-

Hungary, and the Service géographique of the 
French army.



Map of Trabzon



Map of Halep



Irène Beldiceanu-Steinherr
(1928-2022)

The Beldiceanu collection consists of more 
than a hundred annotated facsimiles from 
the Devlet Arşivleri Başkanlığı, the Vakıflar

Genel Müdürlüğü, the Tapu Kadastro Genel
Müdürlüğü, and the İBB Atatürk Kitaplığı.

Her handwritten notes are in French, 
Ottoman Turkish, and Greek.

Beldiceanu also donated maps of Anatolia 
and the Balkans that she drew herself 
following the information she extracted 

from this archival material.



We have books on: 

• Biographies

• Political and administrative history

• Social and economic history

• Military History

-

Biography example: Aḥmed Refîḳ, 
Ṣoḳullu (911:987), İstânbûl, Orḫaniye
maṭbaʿası, 1924.



Military history example: Maḥmûd
Şevket, ʿOsmânlı teşkîlât ve ḳıyâfet-i
ʿaskeriyesi, Mekteb-i ḥarbiye
maṭbaʿası, 1325.



Documenti sulle relazioni delle città toscane coll' Oriente cristiano e coi Turchi, fino all' anno 1531 is 
on the relations between the Tuscan communes and the Ottoman Empire. We see here the 

transcription of a document from 1483 where the municipality of Florence begs Sultan Bayezid II to 
return the Florentine goods taken by the Venetians on a Florentine ship sailing for Constantinople. 



Les Ottomans, les Safavides et 
leurs voisins sheds light on the 

relations between the 
Ottomans and the Safavids 

from the Battle of Chaldiran to 
the death of Shah Ismail.



Minority history



History of 
science

A taḳvîm from the 
collections of the 

Kandilli Observatory 
(total of 1340 

manuscripts on 
astronomy and 

astrology).



History of 
technology

Rocket designs of ʿAlî Aġa, 
an engineer who worked 
under the reign of Sultan 

Ahmed III, as painted in his 
Ümm ül-ġazâ.



History of medicine



Material culture 
and cultural 

history

Stéphane Yerasimos worked on a 
manuscript kept at the 

Süleymaniye Library containing 
82 original recipes from the 15th 

century.





Our collections also include books on: 

• History of mentalities and emotions

• Urban and regional history

• Art and architecture

• Literature (especially dîvân)

• Religion (with a section on sufism)

• Law

-

Calligraphy example: Müstaḳîmzâde
Saʿdeddîn Süleymân Efendî, Tuḥfe-i
ḫaṭṭâṭîn, İstânbûl, Devlet maṭbaʿası, 1928.



Waqfs

Ayşe Sultan (1718-1775), the daughter of 
Sultan Ahmed III, had a fountain constructed 

in the vicinity of the palace and stipulated 
that the Koran be taught at the Valide Sultan 
Camii and sermons be delivered in the Daye 
Hatun Camii. To generate income to support 
these services, she bequeathed a total of 40 
941 arshins of orchards and gardens in Eyüp, 

the revenues of two villages in İznik
(Bahçesaray and Koru), three mills and two 

farms (in Silivri and Beypazarı).



Chronicles



Evliyâ Çelebi’s 
Seyâḥatnâme



Travelogues

George of Hungary became an Ottoman 
slave and spent over 20 years in 15th-

century Ottoman Empire. After he escaped 
and reverted from Islam to Christianity, he 

wrote about his experiences and 
observations in Tractatus de moribus, 

condicionibus et nequitia Turcorum
published in Latin in 1481.

Held in captivity in Istanbul, Baron 
Wenceslas Wratislaw of Mitrowitz returned 
to his country and started writing about his 
impressions of the Ottoman Empire in 1599 

in Bohemian. This account remained a 
manuscript until 1777. 



Archives

•
tahrir defters

mühimme defters
kadı sicils

kanunnames



Epigraphy and 
numismatics



The Bibliothèque d’études ottomanes was 
awarded the “CollEx-collections 

d'excellence” distinction in 2022.
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