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RESEARCH CENTRE FOR ISLAMIC 
HISTORY, ART AND CULTURE (IRCICA)

IRCICA is a subsidiary organ of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and was established in 
1979 as the first cultural centre of the OIC (www.oic-
oci.org).

IRCICA undertook activities relating to research, 
publishing, training and information on a wide range 
of subjects concerning the Islamic culture and 
civilization. Its subjects of interest include the history 
of Muslim peoples, the history of science, archaeology, 
architecture, fine arts and traditional handicrafts, 
preservation of cultural and architectural heritage, 
and cultural development issues.

The Centre tries to encourage exchanges and 
cooperation between cultural institutions, 
universities, scholars, researchers and art circles of 
the Muslim world and beyond, for the purpose of 
promoting scholarly and artistic endeavors.

https://www.ircica.org/tr

http://www.oic-oci.org/
http://www.oic-oci.org/
https://www.ircica.org/tr


IRCICA 
PUBLICATIONS

https://www.ircica.org/publications



IRCICA 
COMPETITIONS

IRCICA’s International 
Calligraphy Competition has 
been organized every three 
years since 1986. Winners’ 
plates are kept in the Archive.
https://www.ircica.org/activities/competitions

https://www.ircica.org/activities/competitions


IRCICA 
CONFERENCES

https://www.ircica.org/activities
/conferences

https://www.ircica.org/activities/conferences
https://www.ircica.org/activities/conferences


IRCICA COURSES

Training programs on Islamic 
calligraphy & illumination held 
both online and in presence at 
IRCICA and in the Member States.



IRCICA CONGRESS, 
EXHIBITIONS, 
BOOK FAIRS…



IRCICA Library and Archive 
Department (LAD)

Establishment of the Library and 
Archives Department has been 
started within IRCICA since 1980.



COLLECTIONS - 1

IRCICA Library and Archive Department aims;

✓to offer its rich collections in the fields of history, geography, religion, science, 
philosophy, literature, art and architecture under the main headings of 
Islamic culture and civilization to users from all over the world; 

✓to organize this collection in accordance with international standards and 
rules; 

✓to encourage research and studies in these fields; and 

✓to develop and preserve these collections for future generations.

The bibliographic records of the publications held at the Library can be 
accessed through the online catalogue: https://library.ircica.org/

https://library.ircica.org/


COLLECTIONS - 2
In addition to printed books 
and journals, library collection 
consists of rare books,
manuscripts and archival 
materials in various formats 
(written/printed documents, 
audio-visual materials, maps, 
etc.) which are being 
transferred to digital media.

• Book: 91000
• Journal: 2450 titles, 22810 issues
• Map: 1700
• Grey literature: 13000
• Manuscript: 400
• Off-print: 4454
• Photograph: 65000
• Private archives: ~ 100 collections



COLLECTIONS - 3

Most of the collections containing very valuable materials 
were donated by well-known individuals and institutions.
Undoubtedly, the most important part of the archive 
collections is Sultan II. Abdülhamid or Yıldız Photography 
Collection which is the official photographic archive of the 
Ottoman Empire. IRCICA archive collection has expanded 
with donations and purchases such as:

• Nuri Arlasez (collector and amateur photographer)

• Fahreddin (Türkkan) Pasha (Medina Müdaafî)

• Ekrem Akömer (adjutant of Caliph Abdülmecid Efendi)

• Neslişah Osmanoğlu (a member of Ottoman dynasty)

• Ziyad Ebuzziya (journalist)

• Nezahat Nureddin Ege (former owner of Erenköy Güneş 
College)



COLLECTIONS - 4

In addition to these, the most important private collections 
that usually come with book collections are:

• Haidar Bammate (the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of North Caucasus) and his son Prof. Necmeddin 
Bammate 

• Prof. Nadir Devlet (international relations expert)

• Librarian Mihin Lugal and his father, Prof. Necati Lugal 
(Arabic and Persian language and literature scholar)

• Prof. Celal Saraç (one of the first physics professors of the 
Republican era)

• Edip Özkale (Map Colonel who contributed greatly to the 
creation of the IRCICA Photography Archive)



ARCHIVE COLLECTIONS



SERVICES

The Library and Archive Department presents its historically and 
culturally rich collections to users through various services by 
creating the most favorable environment.

Students, faculty members and researchers registered in 
postgraduate education programs along with IRCICA staff can 
benefit from the library resources and services.

We provide our services physically in a four-storey building with 
spacious study areas. In addition, our users can access the 
resources included in the digital library through our website with a 
free membership registration.



IRCICA FARABI DIGITAL LIBRARY



TECHNOLOGICAL APPLICATIONS & PROJECTS

One of the most important goals of IRCICA is to transfer the 

resources, which consist of written, printed and audio-visual 

materials, into a searchable, readable, and usable way by using 

information and communication technologies. 

With the planned digital transformation process, it will be possible 

to receive and offer library and archive collections and services over 

a global interactive network.



RFID

In 2006, IRCICA developed RFID software, which is 
Radio Frequency Identification technology.

With this application, the following works can be 
carried out for all type of materials: 

✓Circulating materials easily

✓Checking shelves & finding lost items

✓Doing a reliable inventory control

✓Monitoring library entrances

✓Reporting all these transactions quickly



OCR FOR OTTOMAN TURKISH
With Optical Character Recognition (OCR), which is one of the most 
important stages of the digitization process, printed texts are converted 
into texts that can be understood and processed in computer environment 
as a result of image processing. IRCICA started OCR works in Ottoman 
Turkish in 2011 and obtained the Ottoman OCR Trademark Registration 
Certificate from the Turkish Patent Institute.

Thanks to this software; from the entrance of the printing press to the 
Ottoman Empire in 1729, until the Alphabet Reform in 1928, it is possible 
to search the works in Ottoman Turkish, which were printed in different 
fonts in various printing houses on various subjects.











FARABİ INTEGRATED LIBRARY PROGRAM
In 2015, efforts to transfer library services to electronic media were accelerated, and a 
library program called FARABİ was created that includes all processes from the 
moment the publication enters the library to the preparation of usage reports. 

In this program, not only books but all material types are managed together. 
Acquisition, cataloging, journals, RFID, digital library operations are all carried out in 
an integrated manner with this program.



RECENT PROJECTS
• Cataloging & digitizing rare books in Ottoman Turkish with OCR technology

• Preparing a catalog of manuscripts and digitizing them

• Identifying and digitizing documents from several archive collections

• Publishing sound recordings of IRCICA seminars on YouTube channel under 
the title of IRCICA Talks (https://www.youtube.com/@ircica1980/videos)

You may also find the recordings of IRCICA’s Heritage Talks & Online Calligraphy Courses on 
this page.

https://www.youtube.com/@ircica1980/videos


PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES & COOPERATION  

Library and Archive Department 
actively participate in national and 
international professional activities.
• National Library Week program
• Professional seminars and 

conferences
• Exchanging publications
• Staff training programs…

More cooperation opportunities?



THANKS…

Email: didarbayir@ircica.org
Web: library.ircica.org

mailto:didarbayir@ircica.org
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