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WETZSTEIN'S ARAB STORYTELLERS AND SACHAU'S SYRIAC 
COPYISTS: NEWS FROM MANUSCRIPT DIGITISATION AT THE 
STAATSBIBLIOTHEK ZU BERLIN

Christoph Rauch
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Re-Launch April 2023 – https://digital.staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/

 Improved tools for:

 Download

 Presentation

 Search
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Evaluation of Digital Repositories (published in 2021)
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Progress in the digitization of Oriental manuscripts at the Staatsbibliothek 

• Digitization on demand

• External funding

• Permanent staff of the library
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Digitization projects completed in 2022/23 or forthcoming

• Digitization of the microfilms and photos of the Sanaa Quran fragments (30,000 images)

• Digitization of the Hebrew manuscript collection (550 vols.)

• Digitization of Arabic popular epics (800 vols.)

• Digitization of Christian manuscripts from the Middle East and North Africa (1,050 vols.)

• Planned: Digitization of book bindings
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1 – Digitization of the microfilms and photos of the Sanaa Quran fragments

The Italian scholar Paolo Costa at the Great Mosque of Sanaa in 1974
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1 – Digitization of the microfilms and photos of the Sanaa Quran fragments

• The German-Yemeni Manuscript Project 1980-1997

• A total of > 30,000 images of 924 mss.

• Microfilms, color slides, b/w prints, documents

• Acquired in 2019 from H.-C. Graf von Bothmer
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1 – Digitization of the microfilms and photos of the Sanaa Quran fragments
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1 – Digitization of the microfilms and photos of the Sanaa Quran fragments
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2 – Digitization of Arabic Popular Epics

• Sīrat Banī Hilāl

• Sīrat ʿAntar

• Sīrat al-Malik Baybars

• Alf Layla wa-Layla

• Sīrat Iskandar

• Sīrat al-Mujāhidīn

• […]

Sīrat Banī Hilāl (Wetzstein II 867-873)
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2 – Digitization of Arabic Popular Epics

Sīrat ʿAntar (Wetzstein II 1034)Storyteller in Marrakesh (www.alhalqa-virtual.com)
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2 – Digitization of Arabic Popular Epics

Johann Gottfried Wetzstein 
(1815–1905)

Wetzstein visits an Arab Sheikh in Baalbek (ca. 1850)
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2 – Digitization of Arabic Popular Epics

Wilhelm Ahlwardt (1828–1909)

Description of Sīrat Banī Hilāl in Ahlwardt‘s catalogue (vol. 8)
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3 – Manuscripts from the Christian Traditions (Middle East and North Africa)

 Armenian Manusripts (ca. 135 vols.)

 Coptic Manuscripts (110 vols.)

 Syriac Manuscripts (360 vols.)

 Ethiopic Manuscripts (450 vols.)

Sachau 304
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3 – Manuscripts from the Christian Traditions (Middle East and North Africa)

Eduard Sachau (1845–1930)
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Future Plans: Digitization of Islamic Bookbindings

Collection W.-D. Lemke (acquired in 2022)
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Future Plans: Digitization of Islamic Bookbindings

 Cataloguing-tool for Islamic
bookbindings in Qalamos

 Printed catalog of Islamic
bookbindings by Max 
Weisweiler (1902–1968)
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Thank you!Email: christoph.rauch@sbb.spk-berlin.de

Blog: https://od-portal.hypotheses.org/

Twitter: @od_portal

mailto:christoph.rauch@sbb.spk-berlin.de
https://od-portal.hypotheses.org/
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