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I. Achievements of 1st project-phase (2020-2023)

• access to the metadata of manuscripts

from more than 25 institutions, mostly

university libraries, but also museums

and one private collection (retro-

cataloguing, data import)

• about 1,800 work-data entries

• about 9,000 person data sets
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The 3 central modules

3 central modules

• manuscript

• work (authority titles)

• agent (authority persons)
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Work-data module

Link to a related work

Links to the mss. 
containing the same text

Link to related mss.Links to related persons
(author, copyist etc.)
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Import of authority files

Import
from GND and LoC

MARC-XML

Authority Files

• Library of Congress Authorities (LoC)
• Integrated Authority File (GND)
• Virtual International Authority File 

(VIAF)
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II. Objectives of the 2nd project-phase (2023-2026)
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More manuscripts from different sources

New language groups Migration of KOHD database
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More manuscripts from different sources

International partners Import of person-data corpora

Cooperations with the National- and 
University-Libraries in:

• Basel / Switzerland

• Helsinki / Finnland

• Leiden / Netherlands

• Prague / Czech Republic

• Oslo / Norway

• Vienna / Austria
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Objectives for 2026

• more than 32.000  new manuscript

datasets by retro-cataloguing

• 25.100 new manuscript datasets by

migration
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Extension of classifications

 Classification for geographica

 Spelling, names, affiliation changes over time -> dynamic representation necessary

 Hierarchies exist (countries, cities) ->flat layout not sufficient

 SKOS: Simple Knowledge Organizing System: allows for defining complex classifications using consistent syntax and 
precise semantics; publish and reuse classifications

 Project goal: create a modular catalogue of historical places

Jaffa Tel Aviv-Yafo

Philistines Assyrian 
Empire

Ptolemaic
Kingdom

Seleucid 
Empire

Roman 
Empire Muslims Christian 

Crusaders

200 BCE

1950

…

Tel Aviv1950
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Integration with other systems: import and export

 Common export formats: MARC/TEI for external information systems
(K10plus)

 Export for semantic web/LOD: JSON

 More complex queries using GraphQL: identify links/relations between
metadata objects

• Who was listening to a manuscript read by the scholars of a 
specific teacher?
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Integration with other systems: import and export

 Visualized browsing
• Persons relations: has parent
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Further technical developments

 Metadata versioning
• Continuous improvement of metadata quality
• versioning allows for exact representation of the state of knowledge at a 

specific time
• Persistent identifiers for a specific version (ID?rev=1)
• Based on Oxford Common File Layout (OCFL)

 Automated integrity checks
• Currently: check for dead internal and external links
• Planned

• Check title (e.g. [Sammelhandschrift] [collective manuscript]
• Check metadata completeness
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III. Further strategic development (2023-2026)
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Standardisation of import workflows

 Currently: large manual effort for importing a new collection

 Qalamos II: use ETL (extract, transform, load) approach to automatise as many steps
as possible:

• Provide mapping between input and output metadata fields
• Provide mapping between classification categories
• Tool generates mapping software

 Prerequisites
• Precise formulation of import steps
• ETL process engine for guiding users
• Additional information in our data models (content types, maximum lengths, 

relation to authorities etc.)
• Standardised data sharing contract
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Long-term planning

 After the end of Qalamos II (2023-26)

• Organisational: metadata updates after project end

• Technical: Qalamos portal after project end

• Inventory books

 More modules for more meta data

• Adaptation of modules for book-art and manuscript notes

• Creation of a module for seals and eventually also for book bindings

 Close cooperation with „Handschriftenportal“  (https://handschriftenportal.de/)

• Transfer of detailled descriptions and digitized copies

https://handschriftenportal.de/
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Thank you
for you

attention!

If your institution is interested in a cooperation, 
please feel free to contact us: 
qalamos@sbb.spk-berlin.de

mailto:qalamos@sbb.spk-berlin.de
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