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From Special Subject Collections towards Specialised
Information Services

Old
• Special Subject Collections as 

librarian infrastructure units in 
Germany ceased to exist at the end 
of 2015

• Halle Library has run the SSC 
Middles East incl. North Africa from 
1998 until 2015

• Ca. 120.000 monographs from and 
about the MENA region and Islamic 
studies have been made available 
for scholars

• Up to 800 journals have been 
yearly subscribed to

• Ca. 8.500 e-books have been  made 
available Open Access

New
• The Specialised Information Service 

Middle East, North African and 
Islamic studies (2016-18) replaces 
the SSC at Halle

• SIS will have an exclusive focus on 
publication from the MENA-region 
in its acquisition policy

• Its acquisition policy will be in 
accordance with demands from the 
scholarly community

• We will upgrade our open access 
repository MENAdoc

• We will enrich our virtual library 
MENALIB with new features (search 
options, information on MENA 
related issues)



Fields of Study covered by the SIS

• Islamic Studies,
• Arabic Studies, 
• Semitic Studies, 
• Iranian Studies, 
• Turkic Studies, 
• Armenian Studies, 
• Caucasian studies.



MENALIB an old Virtual library with a new face



Event repository



New acquisitions and meta search



Subject information



MENAdoc – Open Access repository and
publication service



Material collected in MENAdoc

A) Digitised Material
• Digitised books and journal from our rich

historical holdings (copyright free)
• Copyright protected books and serials

digitised as agreed with the copyright owner / 
editor

B) Born digital material hosted or published by
MENAdoc.



Scholarly Serials published by
MENAdoc

• Islamkundliche Untersuchungen
• Bibliotheca Islamica
• Beiruter Texte und Studien
• Istanbuler Texte und Studien
• Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenländischen 

Gesellschaft



Islamkundliche Untersuchungen



Bibliotheca islamica



Content of books in non latin scripts



Content of books in non latin scripts



OCRing as a not yet resolved problem



Born digital material on MENAdoc



Born digital material on MENAdoc



MENAdoc as a place to (re)publish e-material on 
Middle East and Islamic studies



Follow us on Twitter



Thanks for your attention and..

SIS Team  Halle
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