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Presentation Topics

• Brief Overview of Early Palestinian Press
• Jrayed Project Goals and Key Features
 Focus on usability and reaching diverse 

audiences
• Key Challenge: How to render archive 

searchable? 
• Rollout schedule 



ARABIC PRINT IN EARLY 20TH CENTURY 
PALESTINE

History and Key Features



Brief Historical Overview

• Young Turk Revolution in 1908 opened up 
printing opportunities [35 periodicals] 

• British Mandate ushered in printing expansion 
[200 periodicals between 1919-1848]: 
– 1929: Beginning of daily papers
– 1934: al-Difa‘ begins and increases quality and 

competition
– WWII: acute shortages of printing materials 



Political vehicle: Broad ideological 
debates; Near-consensual opposition to 
British rule and to Zionism 



Literary flowering: Original work and 
translations of European literature  



Dissemination of religious ideas by 
Christian denominations and 
Muslim movements



Window into local customs and 
festivals



Delight in modern 
technology – with links 
between modernization 
and women’s (and 
workers’) advancement: 
“The machine in this 
picture is not the stuff of 
future dreams, but is 
now on display in stores 
in England …”





But modern technology is not just for women’s 
advancement…





And of course, 
entertainment



And sports!!



JRAYED DIGITAL ARCHIVE
Background and Goals



Why digitize this collection?

• Important historical collection 
100 titles of newspapers, journals and magazines 
between 1908-1948

• Key historical resource for Arab-Palestinian 
community in Israel and globally 

• Experience with digitizing historical press
JPRESS: Historical Jewish Press
1.5 million pages



Previous digitization projects

• Givat Haviva Peace Library – digital archive 
with keywords

• AMEEL – Yale University – pioneering use of 
Arabic OCR on Palestine Official Gazette

• Al-Aqsa Library (British Library) – focus on 
cultural preservation 



Jrayed Goals

to historically important material 

database for scholars – searchable, title 

profiles, and filters for dates and places

• Dynamic for educators, others 

website and site 

• Cultural 



Quantitative Goals

Phase I – Summer 2016

• 25,000 pages – 26 titles 

• Launch in July of trilateral website

Phase II - 2016-17

• 90,000 additional pages – 65 additional titles

• Coverage of 1908-1948 

• Active use of website and social media to reach to 
diverse audiences





MAP OF TITLES 



Title Page: 
Metadata and historical profile



RECOMMENDED 
TITLES



Topical 
articles



MOBILE/RESPONSIVE



Key Challenge:
How to render database searchable? 

• After numerous trials, Arabic OCR didn’t work

• Solution: keying in headlines and author 
names

• Filters by date, publication place, editors 



Browse and Search Platform



Browse a title (by year/issue)





Full Text Search



Search word in title or author name –
e.g., »امیل حبیبي«



Term shown in phrase 
and page 

No. of search 
results per year





Jrayed.org

Digital platform is already live! 
http://jrayed.org/olive/APA/APress_En/#panel=search

Launch in July of trilateral website

http://jrayed.org/olive/APA/APress_En/#panel=search
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