




Origins of project 

• Appointment of Dr Siavush Randjbar -
Daemi ,  lecturer in Iranian history, in 2013

• Siavush brought with him a large collection 
of Iranian newspapers with more to be 
shipped from Italy and Iran

• Shared interests in journalism and 
newspapers as primary recorders of history 



A Librarian’s dream scenario 



Āyandigān (1941-79): a beacon for non-
clerical revolutionary groups 

Rastākhīz (1975-1978) : 
founded by Mohammad 
Reza Pahlavi  

Bākhtar-i imrūz
(1949-1953) :  unnoficial
paper  of the National 
Front party founded by 
Mohammad Mosaddeh







Firdūsī
(1978-79) re-emerged after 
years of state censorship  

Mardum-i Irān (August 1953): 
headline calling for ‘’abolition of the 
monarchy and establishment of a 
republic’’ 

This October 1978 issue calls for 
a ‘people’s  court’ to punish 
corrupt politicians. 

Rastākhīz (November 1978): 
Former PM  Ali Amini urging 
punishment for violators of the 
law



Āyandigān (1941-79) : widely read and 
became a beacon for non-clerical 
revolutionary groups after revolution 

26th February 1979: Ayatollah 
Khomeini calls for a ‘global Islamic 
government under a single flag’ 10th March 1979: ‘Women’s protest 

descends into violence’ – clashes 
between veiled and unveiled 
students



Thinking about an archive

Mardum-i Iran
Narbad-iZindagi
Ilm va Zindagi
Iran-i Bastan

Khak va Khun

Iran in the 1950s The 1979 Revolution The 1990s era

Ahangar
Andish ha-yi Rastakhiz

Ayandigan
Firdusi

Sugand & Ittihad-i
Mardum
Junbish
Kayhan

Rastakhiz ….

Rah-i Arani
Rah-i Azadi

http://www.library.manchester.ac.uk/about/projects/nashriyah-digital-iranian-history/


why digitise ?

• Rareness and historical importance of 
resources 

• Preserve resources for future generations 
• Facilitate worldwide access for scholars and 

interested parties 
• Position Manchester at centre of Iranian 

studies 
• Create platform for collaboration with other 

institutions 



Digitisation process 

• Collection care assessment 
• Repair and boxing of fragile newspapers 
• Digitisation outsourced to private company 
• All images scanned to Tiff at 300 DPI
• Metadata and PDF files created in-house 



Key challenges 

• Convincing management and navigating 
university bureaucracy 

• Reliance on other people/teams 
• Sourcing material from Iran and the US
• Outsourcing and associated problems 
• Employing casual staff to compile metadata 

and PDFs



Promotion



Promotion (the basics !)  



Promotion 
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Next steps… 



Paul Tate 

University of Manchester Library 

www.manchester.ac.uk/library/nashriyah
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