
CEDEJ is the Centre d’Etudes et de documentation Economiques, juridiques et sociales based in Cairo.

Within the framework of our project “Press Archive of Cedej”, we have been collecting more than 800 000

Egyptian newspaper clips of the most important events from the mid 1970 until 2010. In cooperation with

Bibliotheca Alexandrina we processed these clips to develop a full digital archive. I will briefly explain to you the

methodologies we followed to accomplish the product.



I will start by introducing the project and the idea behind it.

Then, I will briefly explain our workflow and methodology and  present the final product.
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“Press Archive of Cedej” is a joint project between the Bibliotheca Alexandrina and CEDEJ (MAEDI-CNRS)*.

Since the year 1976 until 2010, the CEDEJ formed a documentary collection of Egyptian press clips from

Egyptian national newspapers and classified them into 15 thematic areas which are the core of this project.

The project runs through several phases cooperatively implemented by two teams using the modern and

efficient technical means of Bibliotheca Alexandrina in digitizing while CEDEJ proceeded to cataloguing and

indexing archive.
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Clip lifecycle consists of several phases; tasks are distributed between Cedej and Bibliotheca 

Alexandrina as shown in the figure below. 
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Phases of our project: 

• Archiving 

• Treatment 

• Scanning 

• Processing 

• Digitizing  

• Optical character 
recognition (OCR)

• Publishing
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ARCHIVING: First our research centre collected more than 800,000 articles in Arabic, English and French on

Egyptian political, cultural and economic life. Using our highly trained employees we classified and

archived them according to their subjects.
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TREATMENT: In this phase Bibliotheca Alexandrina treats the stored clips from bugs and discards damaged ones 

to be ready for scanning.  
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SCANNING & PROCESSING: Bibliotheca Alexandrina started scanning with high resolution up to 600dpi then 

they remove noise and unify sizes, after this phase Bibliotheca Alexandrina passes the ready clips to CEDEJ 

team to start next phase.
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Photos : the team of Bibliotheca Alexandrina working on scanning the clips 
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Each clip is article of press, a report or a catalog.

By using the backend application developed by Bibliotheca Alexandrina the CEDEJ team digitize the clips by

entering all the metadata.
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Here is a screenshot of the backend 

application that shows a scanned 

article of press and the fields that we 

filled with metadata : 

• We copy the title from the article 

exactly as is 

• the language in which the article is 

written

• we add the subject for classifying 

• author: it may be one or more

• organization: this is not essential, 

we include it only if the article is 

about or is related to a specific 

organization.

• keywords: used to facilitate 

searching
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• publisher, 

• countries, Persons  : these 

are not mandatory fields 

just like organization only 

included when needed

• date in which the article is 

written, 

• type: type of the clip 

“press, report, catalog”…) 
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Photos : Data entry team 
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I also create users and assign privileges to them, Edit or Delete ones sometimes as I have administrative 

privilege over the backend application.
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I also 

• Track their work and generate reports 

I talked to you about all the services that the backend application provided us with as team, now finished 

articles are transferred to quality control team to check the data entered and save them to be passed back 

to Bibliotheca Alexandrina to start the next phase.
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Converting just scanned articles (photos) to make the text itself searchable was extremely
important and valuable to include in our product.
Using the high technology available at Bibliotheca Alexandrina, their team can skilfully perform
the operation.
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OCR’ing: Converting just scanned articles (photos) to make the text itself searchable was extremely

important and valuable to include in our product.

Using the high technology available at Bibliotheca Alexandrina, their team can skilfully perform the

operation.



PUBLISHING: Our product is a web based application developed by professional software development team in 

Bibliotheca Alexandrina. 

The website allows any researcher to find and access articles easily using multi-criteria and different keys for searching.

“Author, publisher, subject, timeline, title, keywords” 
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The screenshot captures the frontend interface for users.

This is the main page of the website. It includes main keys for searching.
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Advanced search form and search results 
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Searching by author screenshot
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Timeline search 
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