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 To enrich scholars' knowledge of  codicology 

and palæography 

 To enhance intellectual access to the manuscript 

collection through creation and dissemination of  

online descriptions and digital surrogates 

 To compile a database of  bibliographic and 

codicological data to support further research 



Project Overview 
 Online catalogue 

 AMREMM (Descriptive Cataloging of  Ancient, 

Medieval, Renaissance, and Early Modern Manuscripts)  

 (+ Witkam & Gacek) 

 Supervised “crowdsourcing” of  descriptive data 

supported by digitization  

















Shelfmark, Main title, Main author, Other title(s), 

Place/Date of  Production, Size, Summary, 

Subjects, Language(s), Format, Source of  title, 

Incipit, Explicit, Colophon, Dedication, Contents, 

Collation, Layout, Script, Decoration, Support, 

Binding, Accompanying materials, Former 

shelfmarks, Origin, Ownership and history,  

Included work(s) with author(s), Scribe(s),  

Former owner(s), References , etc.     



“The best laid schemes…” 



Project Outcomes 
 Full cataloguing for entire collection in Mirlyn  

 883 new catalogue records + enhancements 

 912 digitized manuscripts in HathiTrust (now 969!) 

 Training in palæography & codicology for emerging 

scholars (project cataloguer & 6 assistants)  

 34 contributors from Belgium, Egypt, France, Germany, 

Iran, Israel, Lebanon, Russia, Turkey, UK & US  
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“The plot thickens…” 



Overcoming Challenges 
 Ingest delays + manuscripts that would not be digitized? 

 A: Productive physical examination workflow! 

 Meager response to “crowdsourcing” approach?  

    (i.e. 234 contributions, but only 8 manuscripts catalogued) 

 A: Skilled work of  local staff!   



Lessons Learned 
 Limit the “crowdsourcing” scope?  

(i.e. fewer descriptive elements or fewer manuscripts) 

 Solicit remote contributions early & often  

 via distributed model  

 Source a “local crowd” of  emerging scholars  

 Consider other database models for more  

 sophisticated search possibilities 



Conclusion 
 Value of  iterative, collaborative, digitally 

supported, scholar-engaging cataloguing approaches  

 Value of  mechanisms for inviting commentary / 

feedback on catalogue data  

 Value of  user studies for digitized manuscripts 













Detail of  Michigan Isl. Ms. 249, an exquisite Ottoman devotional compendium copied in 1214 [1799 or 1800]  

Thank you! 


