




1) Researchers all over the world are moving from the print sources to the electronic 
sources. Everyone actually in every field is shifting to the digital world. 3) And 
because libraries and especially academic libraries are spending too much money 
and a large percentage of their budget on the electronic resources I felt the urge to 
see how researchers are benefitting from this new shift. Finally, because I work in a 
DB specialized in Education, I chose to see what kind of information sources are used 
by Educational researchers precisely to write their researches and their tendency 
towards the electronic sources and the digital world.





I must say that also one of the reasons to chose this topic is that I found a gap in the 
literature and no studies were conducted regarding the information sources in the 
educational studies.





Open access database
Trilingual: Arabic, English and French
Documents educational studies about the Arab world
Documents educational publications since 2007
 Includes bibliographic data on books, articles, reports and university 
dissertations (master's and doctoral), abstracts and full texts when available



Commercial database
Monolingual: Arabic
Documents educational research from the Arab world
Documents educational publications since 1940
Includes full texts for articles and conferences proceedings or unpublished 
conference papers



the only 2 educational DB in the Arab world have a main difference that is important 
to my study is the way to access these databases, one is open access and the second 
is available only through subscription, and this will later on in the results help in 
analyzing the tendency of the Arabic researcher towards the open access or 
commercial databases.











From here we can start to have an idea about the tendency of the educational Arabic 
researcher towards paper sources.



The obvious thing is that EduSearch is used more than Shamaa. This is probably 
because the years of coverage in EduSearch are biggest than Shamaa and as we 
already saw the researchers are using information published before 2007 a lot more 
than after 2007.
These are the results I got so far, and I’m supposing that when I finish my data 
collection I will probably deduce that Arabic researchers in the field of education still 
have a tendency towards paper sources, and the use of databases, at least 
specialized databases, whether open access or commercial is still minimal. And I 
think that this behavior of the researchers, the information search behavior might be 
related to the global digital divide between countries in the world, it may be related 
to the information literacy and the skills of the Arabic researchers, the resource 
literacy precisely and his ability to access the information he needs.




