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Movements of MS CUL Or 1287:
Tracing the Lewis palimpsest

The Lewis palimpsest: private MS
The Mingana-Lewis palimpsest: edited text

1914-1936: the MS was 
considered lost

Leipzig
1914-1936



The Lewis Sisters in Sinai

https://specialcollections.blog.lib.cam.ac.uk/?p=12005


The Cairo Genizah & the Lewis Gibson 
Collection



Westminster College 



Agnes Smith & Alfonse Mingana



Conservation



Offline print culture 
Two incomplete editions and a lot of criticism

without accessing the MS



Access to the manuscript
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f.56a, l.9 Q.16:111

مَا كُلُّ نفَْسٍ 
عَمِلتَْ  f.56b, l.9 Q.16:100

ونَ بھِِ مُشْرِكُ 

recto

verso

Reading/editing the manuscripts:
access and interpretation
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Hypothetical retracement
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Migration to the MS digital dimension
http://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/collections/minganalewis
http://cal-itsee.bham.ac.uk/itseeweb/fedeli/start.xml
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http://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/collections/minganalewis
http://cal-itsee.bham.ac.uk/itseeweb/fedeli/start.xml


Readings
●<note type=“editorial" id="orthography">

●<note type=“editorial" id="phonetics">

●<note type=“editorial" id="syntax">

●<note type=“editorial" id="lexicon">

●<note type=“editorial" id=“morphology"> المُجرِمونَ 
Absence of casus rectus

مِنَ 
Absence of min which specifies mā

عَلِمتَ 
You singular/plural

أنََّ لوَ
Absence of hamza in law ’anna

وَقالَ 
Absence of alif

سُلِ  الرُّ
sing. rasūl / plur rusul
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Tagging the writing process
●<note type="editorial" id="codicology structure">

●<note type="editorial" id="fāṣila">

●<note type="editorial" id="writing process">

●<note type="editorial" id="parchment">

●<note type="editorial" id="script">
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● <note type="editorial" id="layout">

● <note type=“editorial" id="use of the text">



Tagging the interpretation

<note type="editorial" id="Mingana Lewis edition">
</note>

Space for collaborative editions?
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21st Century Access & Scholarship

http://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/collections/islamic
http://www.fihrist.org.uk/home


Live links

The story
https://specialcollections.blog.lib.cam.ac.uk/?p=
12005
Cambridge Digital Library (CUDL)
http://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/

https://specialcollections.blog.lib.cam.ac.uk/?p=12005
http://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/
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