
Issá Iskandar el Ma`luf
(1869-1956) Talks!

Coat of arms of the 
Maalouf family

Issá Iskandar el 
Ma`luf in his youth



al-Nahda Pioneers 

Butrus al Bustani
Ahnad Fares 
Al Shidiyaq

Nassif al 
Yaziji



Presses in Syria  

American Press, 1834 Dar Sader, 1863 



Reading Rooms at the turn of the 
20th Century 



News papers & Journals in the 
ME during an Nahda



Iss’a Maluf Birth Place & Origin
Portrait of 
Ma’luf ca. 1940

Bawabat Damah al Ulyia , 
Jabal al Druze, Origins of 
the Ma’luf FamilyKfraqab, Metn, 

Lebanon



Schools Ma’luf taught at
AL Kulliyah al Sharqiyah where 
Ma’luf worked as ….for several 
yearsKifteen Orthodox School 1892



Issa’ Ma’luf Family (cont.)
Issa Iskandar al Maluf with 
his family ca.  1918

Afifah Ma’luf’s
wife ca. 1899

Father in-law 
Nu’man Ma’luf ca. 
1880



Books by Issá el Ma`luf



Societies that Ma’luf
co-founded or  joined:

Members of the An Nahdah al 
Ilmieh Society at al Kulliyah al 
Sharkieh , June 28, 1931 Majma allugha al Arabia Cairo 

decree of founding & premise, 
1933



al Majma’ al I’lmi al 
Arabi, Damascus, Syria, 
1919: Minutes of Meetings

Majma allugha al Arabia Damascus

Muhammad Kurd, Ali Director of 
the al Majma’ al I’lmi al Arabi, 
Damascus



Ma’lufs Awards & Passport



AUB Acquires Manuscripts from Ma’luf
Library, 1925:  An AUB delegation headed by Prof. 

Assad Rustum bought around 400 MSS from Ma’luf
Collection



Sample of MSS the  from 
Ma’luf Library bought by AUB 

1925



AUB 
Delegation 

with Maluf’s
Grandchildren, 

April 2015



AUB Acquires 
Ma’luf Library, 

Zahle, 2015



Ma’luf’s Library: 
Manuscript Collection



Manuscripts by his family members: MS 
scribed by priest Ibrahim Issá Shibli Aal Ma’luf

(grandfather)



Manuscripts by his family members 
(Cont.) : Poems by Issa and Caser for his 

grandson Fawaz, 1941



Manuscripts by his family members 
(Cont.) :

Ma’luf Geneology by 
Iskandar(father) & Issá Ma’luf

Issa ma’luf & his father 
Iskandar, ca. 1880



Manuscripts by his family members: 
Poetry MS by his in-laws

Poem by Cesar I. Ma’luf
Novel & Newsletter by Michel I. 
Ma’luf



Manuscripts of his contemporaries: 
Music MS by 

Michael Mashakah



Manuscripts by
Contemporaries: 

Armenian priest 
Rizallah al Halabi, 1909 Priest Yuwakim al 

Baalbaki,  Ibrahim Hourani poet 
& teacher at SPC



Manuscripts by Contemporaries: Poetry by 
Sheikh Nassif al Yaziji & Nicola al Turk written 
to Princes Bashir,& Mulhim al Shahabi, 1929 



Manuscripts by 
Contemporaries: 

Nicolas Turk & Nawfal
N. Nawfal



Manuscripts of his contemporaries Library 
of Sheikh Ahmad Rida, Nabatiyah, South 

Lebanon 



Manuscripts of his contemporaries: 
Maluf’s Assad Shaddoudi Lecturer 1925, 

1933



Manuscripts of Abeih School, 1849



Ma’luf copied MSS from different 
locations

Manuscript copied by Ma’luf from an 
original in the British Museum, 1932

Manuscript copied by Ma’luf from an 
original with the author’s son in Jerusalem



Historical MSS of Syria & Jerusalem 



History of 
Christian 
Churches, 

1920s



Lebanese Historical manuscripts:
Travel log of Hanna Khoury
Saksak al Qudsi to Damascus & 
Asitanah,  copied in Jerusalem 
by Ma’luf

Memoirs of Ispiridon
Sarrouf in his own 
handwritting,  1910

Travel log of an 
unknown traveler from 
Beirut to Egypt, 1913



Music & Poetry Manuscripts



Minorities Manuscripts: Druze 



Rare Manuscripts on Chess by Ahmad 
ibn Hijla, 1274 & Adab al Ta3am



Manuscripts by Prominent 
Personalities

Poem, al Khanjar,  by King Faisal 
the first, King of Iraq 

Letter by Abdullah King of 
Morocco on Hajj, 1160H.



MS Research by Ma’luf
Damascus history 
and Culture

Shahth al qariha fi al 
mouqata’at a; ba;ioha
al fasiha

Al Tazkarah al 
Maloufieh



Ma’luf Photograph Collection : Arab 
Countries & Diaspora late C19th – early C20th 



Ma’luf’s Postcard Collection early 
20th C



Postcard Collection(Cont.):
Middle East & Europe



Postcard Collection (Cont.)
Middle East & Europe



Book Collection 19th-
20th C.: early Arab 
print



How can Ma’luf Talk?



Cleaning the 
collection at AUB 
Libraries, summer 

2015



Ma’luf at work

Ma’luf at his desk 1890s
Ma’luf working on the 
balcony of his home ca. 1940s



Issá Iskandar el Ma`luf article on his 
work 



Methodology: 
Comparing different copies of the 

same MS



Ma`luf–Fathallah
correspondence

Abdul Basit
Fathallah



Correspondence with 
Asad Rustum



Letter from Philip Hitti to
Riad Isa Al Malouf

Philip Hitti at his office at 
Princeton University, ca. 

1960



Testimony of Library visitors
Fuad ifram al 
Bustani Shukrallah al Jirr



Ma`luf’s binding skills: Binding by the 
Collection Owner



Methodology:  
Notes & Biographical information compiled 

by Ma’luf on the MS & its author



Methodology: 
Footnote indicating the transfer of a manuscript 
to AUB with a reference to an article about it in 

al Kulliyah magazine



Methodology: Ma’luf inserted blank 
paginated papers replacing missing pages



Methodology: 
MS Table of Content by Issa’



Ma’luf’s conservation skills: Collected, 
repaired cuts and restored by owner



Ma’luf’s conservation skills: replacing missing 
part of a manuscript with printed version 



Inventory of rare manuscripts in 
Ma’luf Library



Thank You 
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