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What is Arabic Collections Online 
(ACO)? 

• An online collection of  scholarly books in 
Arabic 

• Funded by New York University Abu Dhabi 
• Planned to include up to 25,000 volumes
(2378 now)
• Free of  charge 
• Easily available to the public 



NYU Abu Dhabi and the partner institutions are 
contributing all types of  material from their Arabic 
language collections.

The Collection Includes……. 
 Novels and Poetry 
 Society and Economics Studies 
 Literary Criticism 
 History 
 Islamic Law 
 Arabic Language and Grammar 
 Biographies 



Partners

ACO provides digital access to printed 
books drawn from rich Arabic collections of  
prominent libraries.

NYU Abu Dhabi chose the initial partners 
based on their extensive Arabic language 
collections and their commitment to high 
standards of  digital preservation. 



Partners…..

The libraries of  Columbia, Cornell, Princeton, 
American University in Cairo, American University of  
Beirut and NYU Abu Dhabi have collaborated on this 
digital access project. 

NYU Abu Dhabi is in discussion with other institutions 
to include their participation in the project.



NYU Digital Library Technology Services 

http://dlib.nyu.edu/dlts/
NYU Digital Library Technology Services develops and 
manages the on-line interface, creating a web portal 
accessible to the public around the world.



NYU Digital Library Technology Services
Technical Standards

DLTS has five different standards for the digitization of  
analog materials for NYU Libraries:

 Image Capture Standards
 Quality Control standards
 Metadata Standards (which explains structural and 

technical metadata, digital provenance, and 
“Environment of  Creation” documents)

 File Naming Conventions standards
 Digital Packaging/Data Transfer standards



ACO Bilingual Interface



About ACO



Other Resources



Arabic Collections Online Copyright 

The goal is to collect and digitize out-of-copyright 
books that are no longer available in the Gulf, for the 
purposes of  teachers and students

Although many works of  recent decades still have 
copyright protection, very many others are in the 
public domain, and so are available to ACO.

"One reason it has taken so long to see results," Virginia 
Danielson, Director of  the library said, "is that we had to ask 
NYU's lawyers to research copyright laws for all of  the Arabic-
speaking countries … Some parts of  the Arab world were 
relatively late to develop copyright law, so the books we've 
digitized generally were published before about 1955."



Arabic Collections Online Copyright 
Term Guidelines

Scope of  Materials:  

The guidelines pertain to works published solely in their country 
of  origin. Unpublished works, or works published in other 
countries within 30 days of  their publication in the Country of  
Origin (“COO”) may have different terms and are not covered by 
the guidelines.



Library Inclusion Guidelines:
Column B identifies the scope of  Materials that NYU agrees to accept for 

inclusion in the Library, according to their date of  initial publication.  NYU will 
not assume responsibility or liability for Materials published after the cutoff  
date.
Columns C-E are included to provide further guidance for determining the 
applicable copyright terms of  Materials under the laws of  their COO and the U.S. 
Copyright Act.



ACO Samples : Arabic Language



ACO Samples : Islamic Law



ACO Samples : Arab Geography



ACO Samples: Arabic Literature



ACO Samples : Arabic Manuscripts



ACO
Pros and Cons 



Pros

Open Source free of  charge

 Brings great library collections 
of  rich Arabic materials from 
prestigious American libraries 
to a worldwide audience



Cons

 No Keyword Searching (only the 
descriptive information about each 
book, both in English and Arabic, 
but not the full texts of  the books)

Only English subject headings

 Not all fields in English have 
correspondent fields in Arabic 



Cons…



Cons…



Arabic Collections Online
http://dlib.nyu.edu/aco/

For more information, please send 
email to:
ACO-contact-group@nyu.edu


