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Definitions

Persian printing history
Books printed by movable types or by lithography in Arabic script in the 
territory of present day Iran

Persian incunabula
Books printed from movable type in the formative period of printing

1816/17 1832/33 1856 1874

Typography Typography

Lithography
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Typographic printing

Mirja Wachter3

Tehran

Tabriz• 1816/17 Tabriz
• Courtly patronage: crown prince Abbas Mirza
• several printing houses
• ~ 15 prints, thematically diverse

• 1824 Tehran
• Courtly patronage: Mo`tamed al‐Dowle
• Distinctive layout
• Religious works
• ~ 40 prints
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Saʿdi: Golestān.
Tabriz: 1821. [BSB]

Qā’em‘maqām, Abū al‐
Qāsem ibn ʻĪsá: 
Resālah‐ye Jehādiyah.
Tabriz: Muḥammad ʿAli
b. Muḥammad Ḥosayn
Āshtiyāni 1817. 
[Marzolph 2002, 252]
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Majlesi, Muḥammad Bāqer: 
Ḥelyat al‐muttaqin.
Tehrān: Esfandiyār Khān, Mīrzā
Zayn al‐ʿĀbedīn 1832. [BSB]
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Majlesi, Muḥammad Bāqer : 
Ḥayāt al‐qolūb.
Tehrān:  Mirzā Zayn al‐ʿĀbedin
1824. [BSB]

Kalbāsī Iṣfahānī, Muḥammad: Eshārāt 
al‐oṣūl.
Tehrān:  Esfandiyār Khān, Mirzā Zayn
al‐ʿĀbedin 1829. [BSB]
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Tehran

Tabriz

Esfahan

Typographic printing
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• 1816/17 Tabriz
• Courtly patronage: crown prince Abbas Mirza
• Several printing houses
• ~ 15 prints, thematically diverse

• 1824 Tehran
• Courtly patronage: Mo`tamed al‐Dowle
• Distinctive layout
• Religious works
• ~ 40 prints

• Esfahan: 5‐6 printed titles

• Last print with movable letter: 1856

 50 – 60 incunabula in total

 Printing revolution?
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Lithographic printing

Introduced 1832/33 in Tabriz

Advantages
• Economic: low costs, support of calligraphers
• Socio‐cultural: calligraphy and intricate page layouts
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Jalāl‐ad‐Dīn Mīrzā Ibn‐Fatḥ‐ʿAlī Shāh Qājār: Nāmah‐ye
khusrawān.
Ṭehrān: Kārkhāne‐ye Ostād Muḥammad Taqī 1848 .[BSB]
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ʿAbd‐al‐Wahhāb
Moʿtamed Nashāṭ: 
Ganjinah‐ye Mīrzā ʿAbd‐al‐
Wahhāb Moʿtamed.
Ṭehrān: 1864/65. [BSB]

Saʿdi: Golestān.
Tabriz: 1821. [BSB]
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Lithographic printing

• Introduced 1832/33 in Tabriz

Advantages
• Economic: low costs, support of calligraphers
• Socio‐cultural: calligraphy and intricate page layouts

• 1830s/40s: expansion to Tehran and other provinces

• Growing book‐market: ~ 300 titles until 1965

• Illustrated books
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Jalāl‐ad‐Dīn Mīrzā Ibn‐Fatḥ‐ʿAlī Shāh Qājār: Nāmah‐ye
khusrawān.
Ṭehrān: Kārkhāne‐ye Ostād Muḥammad Taqī 1848.[BSB]
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Ferdowsi: Shāhnāmah.
Ṭehrān: Ḥājji ʿAbd‐al‐Muḥammad Rāzi
1850.[BSB]
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Lithographic printing

• Introduced  1832/33 in Tabriz

Advantages
• Economic: low costs, support of calligraphers
• Socio‐cultural: calligraphy and intricate page layouts

• 1830s/40s: expansion to Tehran and other provinces

• Growing book‐market: ~ 300 titles until 1965

• Illustrated books

1874 comeback of typographic printing

=> Decline of lithography
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Jalāl‐ad‐Dīn Mīrzā Ibn‐Fatḥ‐ʿAlī Shāh Qājār: Nāmah‐ye
khusrawān.
Ṭehrān: Kārkhāne‐ye Ostād Muḥammad Taqī 1848.[BSB]
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Persian incunabula and early prints: holdings

Tehran
National Library (Ketabkhane‐ye Melli) => Electronic catalogue
Ketabkhane‐ye Saltanati (in Golestan Palace)
Tehran University Library (Ketabkhane‐ye Markaz‐ye Daneshgah‐e Tehran)

St. Petersburg
Gorky‐Library of St. Petersburg University => Printed catalogues of Olimpiada Shcheglova
Academy of Science 

London
British Library => Edwards (1922): A Catalogue of the Persian Printed 

Books in the British Museum
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binding

price annotation

provenance

ownership statement

binding workshop
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Thank you for your attention!
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