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The collection of Oriental manuscripts at the Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin – Preußischer 
Kulturbesitz forms with its 42,000 volumes one of the most significant collections of its kind in 
the world. A special place therein take the many Bible manuscripts. The number of Bible 
manuscripts coming from the Christian Orient or from Jewish communities amounts to some 
1,700 volumes. The important languages represented are Hebrew, Syriac, Arabic, Armenian, 
Coptic and Gee‘z.   

 

During the past years efforts were made in order to emphasize the importance of this part of 
our manuscript collection, to promote the knowledge of this special, lesser known treasury. 

   

In 2016 the Oriental Department of the Staatsbibliothek published a handbook on its collection 
of Biblical manuscripts („Oriental Bible Manuscripts from the Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin“) in 
cooperation with Prof. Ronny Vollandt (Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München). 

 

The book, written in German and English, introduces in twenty-one richly illustrated 
contributions to the multifaceted reception- and transmission history of the Hebrew Bible and 
the New Testament. 
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Shortly after the publication of the book our colleague Julia Gonnella from the “Museum für 
Islamische Kunst” in Berlin proposed to exhibit in this museum the most important and splendid 
manuscripts described in the handbook. They were shown together with illustrated works from 
Persia depicting biblical scenes and along with splendid Indian miniatures with Christian motifs 
from the private Vollmer collection in Freiburg. 

 

 

Let me take you now on a short tour to “Testimonies of faith – Biblical traditions in the Islamic 
World” (Gläubiges Staunen – Biblische Traditionen in der Islamischen Welt) 
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 First section of the exhibition in the „Museum für Islamische 

Kunst“ 
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Origins of the Holy Scripture 
Esther scroll from Yemen, 17th/18th c., leather, Hs or 13926 
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Origins of the Holy Scripture 
Samaritan Torah, 1485, parchment, Ms. or. fol. 534 
On the right page: the place of the Aaronite blessing darkened by kisses. The text is in two 
columns – left the Hebrew text and right the Arabic translation. Both are in Samaritan script. 
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Origins of the Holy Scripture 
A Greek lectionary from the S. Catherine‘s monastery on Mt. Sinai, 10th c., parchment,   
Ms.graec. fol. 30    
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The Syriac biblical tradition 
Evangeliary from Tur Abdin, 11-13th c., parchment, Legend of the finding of the true cross, from 
the Eduard Sachau collection (Sachau 304) 
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The Syriac biblical tradition 
Evangeliary from Tur Abdin, 1241, parchment, Sachau 322 
Introductory leafs – a multicolored table with the sections to read on a given day. 
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The Armenian biblical tradition 
Healing Gospel from Gori, 1707, paper, Ms. or. quart. 337 
One of the most splendid Armenian Mss. in our collection. Left: Canon table, Right: Beginning of 
John‘s gospel 
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The Armenian Biblical tradition 
Gospelbook from the Van-Region, 1450, paper, Minutoli 291 
Left: Adoration of the magi, Right: Baptism in the river Jordan  
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The Arabic biblical tradition 
Arabic translation of the Gospels, Syria, 1197, parchment, Wetzstein I 184   
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The Arabic biblical tradition 
The Prophets in Arabic, Egypt, 1325, paper, Diez. A. fol. 41 
Portrait of the prophet Jeremiyah  
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The Coptic biblical tradition 
The Sayings of Solomon, Egpyt, c. 4th century, Ms. or. oct. 987  
One of the very oldest existing codices. Written and bound on/with papyrus, restored   
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The Coptic biblical tradition 
The Epistles of Paul, Egypt, 1775, paper, Hamilton 484 
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Biblical traditions in Africa – Ethiopia 
David’s psalter, 17 th, parchment, Ms or fol 596 
left: Moses receives the Ark of the Covenant from God (top), looting of the ark by the Philistines 
(bottom ), Right: David and the bringing of the Ark to Jerusalem  
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Biblical traditions in Africa – Ethiopia 
Lives of the Saints,  illustrations from the 15th century, parchment, Ms. or. oct. 555  

Left: evangelist Luke, Right: evangelist John. Both with writing instruments.  
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Biblical traditions in Africa – Nubia 
Old Nubian liturgy on the cross, 10/11th century, Ms. or. quart. 1020  
Discovered in 1906 – the first ever known evidence of a written old Nubian-Christian culture  
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Biblical motives and Islamic book art  
Arabic tales of the prophets (Qiṣaṣ al-anbiyāʾ ), Shiraz, paper, 1577, Diez A fol 3, Expulsion of 
Adam and Eve from Eden. 
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Biblical motives and Islamic book art  
frontispiece from a Shāhnāme (Book of Kings) of Firdawsi, Shiraz, 1570, Ms. or. fol. 359 
Left: Bilqis the queen of Saba, Right: King Salomon  
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Biblical motives and Islamic book art  
From the Vollmer Collection: Left: Jerome in his study, Right: Mother and Child. 
Moghul-Art from India, ca. 1600 
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Visit our online exhibition! 

http://bibelimorient.staatsbibliothek-
berlin.de/ 
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