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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Collections are primarily organised by REGIONS (Level D to A)Within regions, collections organised by LANGUAGES (Western vs. Vernacular)There are also 3 collections based on TOPICS in the Library: General social sciences (Level E)Law (Level D)Arts & Archaeology (Level D)3 other discrete collections: Audio-visual collections (Level E)Archives and Special Collections (Level F)Periodicals (Level E, Level F and Offsite)
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Detail from the Chōsen
shisetsu gyōretsu zukan
[Procession of Korean 
Ambassadors] 
Ref: MS 86566 © SOAS



Ms 199351 - Qur’an, 9th cent. 
In Arabic, on parchment.

OS Ms 45033 - Buddhist clay tablet, 
[n.d.] with Sanskrit inscription.

Ms 11521 - Gospel, 16th cent. 
In Armenian, on paper.

MS 12252
Book of magical charms, n.d. 

In Batak, on bark. 

MS 105489
Kammavaca [Buddhist 
ordination manuscript] and its 
chest, 19-20th cent. 
In Pali, on wood slates.
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MS 55942 
環海異聞 Kankai Ibun-ki [Strange 
Tales of a circumnavigation].1805 
CE. In Japanese, on paper.

Uncatalogued imperial patent by ordinance (kao-ming) in Manchu 
and Chinese. 1716 CE on silk cloth, with text woven and inscribed.

Ms 19620
الخیراتدلائل Dalā’il

al-Khayrāt.
19th cent. Nigeria. 
In Arabic, on 
paper, in its 
leather pouch. 7



MS 37075 - Hikayat Hang Tuah. 1882 CE. 
Malaysia. Text in Malay Jawi, on paper.

MS 139868
نماجھان Kitâb-ı Cihânnümâ by Kâtip Çelebi. 

1732 CE. Text in Ottoman Turkish, maps 
drawn on English paper.

8



SOAS Library Catalogue 
https://library.soas.ac.uk 

All Collections Search will include the Main Library collections 
+ archives +  rare books & periodicals  +  some manuscripts +  
some digital collections 9



SOAS online Card Catalogue 
https://cardcat.lis.soas.ac.uk/
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Handlists and  printed catalogues 
Some available on the SOAS Digital Collections Portal 
https://digital.soas.ac.uk
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Searching for manuscripts
from Islamicate countries

www.fihrist.org.uk
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https://blogs.soas.ac.uk/decolonisingsoas/about/

https://www.soas.ac.uk/decolonising-soas/

> A curriculum review process that […] 
challenges Eurocentrism and develops a 
toolkit to support further critical, nuanced 
and ongoing review of our teaching. 

> A research agenda which enables us to 
take forward a range of questions related 
to decolonisation. 

> Practices of reflective intellectual 
collaboration with institutions and 
researchers from the Global South as co-
producers of knowledge.

14

Decolonising SOAS Vision
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The T-PRO | Thesaurus der Provenienzbegriffe 
http://provenienz.gbv.de/T-PRO_Thesaurus_der_Provenienzbegriffe
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Chester Beatty Library 
Islamic seals database 
For now archived and being 
redeveloped

Seals databases
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Pictures of  waqf seals found in Islamic Mss at Michigan University Library on Flickr
https://www.flickr.com/search/?sort=interestingness-desc&safe_search=1&text=waqfseal&view_all=1
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https://www.flickr.com/search/?sort=interestingness-desc&safe_search=1&text=waqfseal&view_all=1
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Catalogue of Islamic Seals 
and Talismans
A catalogue of seals and 
talismans housed at the 
Ashmolean from the 8th to 
19th century Islamic world, 
by Ludvik Kalus (published 
Oxford, 1986).

http://jameelcentre.ashmolean.org/collection/7/10228/10285
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Watermarks databases 

https://www.memoryofpaper.eu/BernsteinPortal/appl_start.disp



23http://briquet-online.at/BR.php?
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Bookbindings databases

https://www.bl.uk/catalogues/bookbindings/
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https://www.manuscripthunters.
gwi.uni-muenchen.de/

Collectors databases
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https://www.manuscripthunters.gwi.
uni-muenchen.de/

illustration: Aileen Graf

illustration: Andreea Grosu
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illustration: Vincent Milciakov

https://www.manuscripthunters.gwi.uni-muenchen.de/
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https://mappingmanuscriptmigrations.org/en
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https://mappingmanuscriptmigrations.org/en
Visualisation of manuscripts migration from Asia, Africa and the Middle 
East to London, England



30https://yahuda.princeton.edu/symposium-2021/
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A provenance story:

The Tbilisi Manuscripts
At SOAS Library
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Ms 46453
Anthology of Persian poetry,
Complete with snake skin.
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From the Islamic seals impressions in manuscripts of Michigan 
University Library on Flickr 
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. تعلیم المتعلم وفقھ دن وفتواى شریفھ
Talim ül-müteallim ve fıkıh'dan ve fetva-yi şerife. 
[Sivas, 1657] Islamic Manuscripts, Garrett no. 2309Y
Originally acquired by Robert Garrett from Abraham Shalom Yahuda in 1942.  

Princeton University Library



37

Ms 41361 Lughat Akhtarī al-kabīr / Akhtarī, Muṣṭafá
ibn Aḥmad, d. 1560 or 61. [17th c]

Ms 43255 al-Jāmiʿ al-Ṣaḥīḥ /  Bukhārī, Muḥammad
ibn Ismāʿīl, 810-870 9 [849 AH; 1446 CE ]

Ms 46448 Tārīkh-i khurūj-i Akrād / Afshār, ʿAlī ibn
Amīr Kūtah Khān. [19th c.]

Ms 46453 Anthology of Persian poetry

Ms 46458 Ẓafar′nāmah / Sharaf al-Dīn ʻAlī Yazdī, d. 
1454  [894 AH; 1489 CE]

Ms 46460 Kalīlah va Dimnah / ʻIbn al-Muqaffaʻ, d. ca. 
760 

Ms 46466 Dīvān-i Muḥsin Taʼs̲īr Tabrīzī [1102 AH; 
1690 CE]

More gazelles emerged…

So far 22 of our mss sport the 
goat purple stamp, including:
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Ms 27723 
Būstān-i Saʻdī
1137 AH/ 1729AD
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Edward Granville Browne 
(1862-1926)’s notes on the fly 
leaf of the ms: 

The Bustan of Sa‘di
This ms. was transcribed in 1137 
/ 1724-5.
It is one of 34 mss. bought by me 
from the Trustees of the British 
Museum in December 1923, for 
£14. 
Edward G. Browne.

Given to my friend Sidney 
Jerrold, May 18. 1924. E.G.B.

Library Accession note:

Presented to the School of 
Oriental Studies by Mrs Sidney 
Jerrold June 1933. 
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Waqf seal of Mīr Ḥājjī ʻAlī Rāshid
Arzanjānī /Mir Hacı Ali Raşit Erzincani

ارزنجانىعلى راش وقفت ھذا الكتاب كتبخانھ میر حاجى
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Signatures, seals and inscriptions 
still to be deciphered, identified and catalogued



Get in touch & follow SOAS Special Collections  
on social media…

Webpage: https://www.soas.ac.uk/library/archives/

Email:  special.collections@soas.ac.uk || da4@soas.ac.uk

Blog: https://blogs.soas.ac.uk/archives/

: @SOAS_SpecColl || @Doumetta

: @soasspecialcollections 
45
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