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Library Data

• Founded in 1961 by the German 
Oriental Society (DMG)

• Ca. 140.000 physical volumes in 
9 stack rooms

• 60% of the OIBs library
collection is in Arabic

• Ca. 2000 journal titles

• Around 160 running journal
titles

• Since 2012 funded by the Max 
Weber Foundation

• Following increasingly an e-first
policy in the library with

- National licences

- Ebook and journal packages

- Open Access





Challenges of the OIB Library during the 
Corona pandemic

• Heavy lockdowns during the 
corona pandemic with a 
complete home office

• Difficulties in book deliveries
from abroad

• Increasing electricity problems 
with heavy implications on the 
library book holdings



Beirut briefly after the blast on August 4, 2020



Beirut after the blast





Lebanon‘s Crisis in Literature



The OIB after the blast



The OIB Library after 
the blast



Renovation Works from Oct 2020 till March 
2021



Book Stores and distributors in times of crisis
in Lebanon



Impacts of the Financial Crisis on the Press
Closure of the Daily Star





The first Book Fair 
2022 after three years 
break



New life in libraries in Lebanon





OIB‘s main distributors in Lebanon

• Dar Nassif

• Dar Saqi

• Librairie Le Point

• Dar al-Ulum

• Furat

• Sulayman‘s Bookshop

• Private book sellers

• ,



Acquisition development

2020 Copy-
Data

mini-
record Arabic other E-books Media Arabic Others 

standing 
orders / 
cont' 

Gifts        & 
Exchange vols

copy-
Data

mini-
record

January 7 21 20 34 0 DVD CD 240 8 90 10

February 0 0 0 3 0 3 1 87 9 108 30 44
March 21 2 26 15 0 3

April 4 23 8 101 5

May 26 34 33 136 22

June 43 17 60 65 32 21

July 9 1 9 35 53 6

August 23 9 25 41 55

September 8 10 9 25 33 6

October 7 2 5 69 164 1 4 29 18 13 2

November 120 22 141 35 10 15 1

December 30 10 47 45 3 7

TOTAL
298 151 383 604 377 3 2 331 35 33 55 108 120 54

1.823



2021 Copy-
Data

mini-
record Arabic other

new 
Journals

E-
journals E-books Arabic Others 

standing 
orders / 
cont' 

Gifts        & 
Exchange Media copy-Data mini-record vols

January 1 1 24 44 15

February 2 8 2 119 50

March 7 8 1 38 3 2 8 16 7 1

April 1 1 44 5 15 25 1 8 2 8 1

May 3 2 7 45 1 9 19 8 4 2

June 5 5 25 4 61 12 7 26 30

July 8 2 16 17 5 7 26 2

August 7 4 52 1 24 34 11 5 14 2

September 1 1 5 43 70 9 4 3

October 4 2 65 66 82 22 27 32 30

November 3 1 19 4

December 33 89 6 1 32 5 2

Copy-
Data

mini-
record Arabic other

new 
Journals

E-
journals E-books Arabic Others 

standing 
orders / 
cont' 

Gifts        & 
Exchange Media copy-Data mini-record vols

37 35 93 600 3 6 262 221 112 8 91 0 102 71 0

1.396

Average reached 
per year 116,3



2022
Arabic other

new 
Journals

E-
journals E-books Articles 

Copy-
Data

mini-
record Arabic Others 

standing 
orders / 
cont' 

Gifts        & 
Exchange Media

adding 
local 
data copy-Data mini-record vols

January 13 20 1 1

February 61 11 3 1 9 37 9 6 85 12

March 9 15 124 2 12 48 6 128 42 20

April 5 15 85 6 27 3 94 13 11

May 7 3 5
June

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December

Arabic other
new 

Journals
E-

journals E-books Articles 
Copy-
Data

mini-
record Arabic Others 

standing 
orders / 
cont' 

Gifts        & 
Exchange Media copy-Data mini-record vols

88 61 3 1 226 1 37 11 18 75 0 18 0 140 43 0

539

Average reached 
per year 44,9



Thank you for your 
attention!


