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Oriental manuscipts in Serbia and the region

 Since 13th- 14th century

 Merchants and warriors

 Ottoman conquest – increased inflow

 Islamic education

 15th century – first libraries



Belgrade University Library

 University of Belgrade – 1808

 The University Library

◦ Established - 1921

◦ Opened – 1926

 University Library “Svetozar 
Marković” – 1946

 The second biggest library in the 
country



The Oriental Manuscripts Collection

 First manuscript acquired - 1926

 686 works in 385 volumes

 More than 166 thousand pages

 Arabic, Ottoman Turkish and Persian

 Aram Chalikyan – 198 manuscripts in 1951

 91 manuscript in 1957

 Rest during the ’50s and early ‘60s





Previous Research

 No published catalog

 No academic paper dedicated to the Collection in 
particular

 Hazim Šabanović and Hasan Kaleši 1960s

 Eleazar Birnbaum – University of Toronto - 1983

 Dejan Stojiljković – 1996-2001





Digitization of the Collection

 2011- 2013

 Open access

 Covers not digitized

 “Europeana Libraries” Project

 PHAIDRA - Permanent Hosting, Archiving and 
Indexing of Digital Resources and Assets











The Collection

 Arabic – 525 work

 Ottoman Turkish – 149 work

 Persian – 13 works

 Different parts of the Muslim world

 The Balkans - Belgrade, Niš, Prizren, Peć, Skopje, 
Ohrid, Kičevo, Plav, Podgorica

 The oldest - 603/1206

 The youngest - 1314/1896 



By Date

Century Number of Manuscripts

XIII 2

XIV 8

XV 21

XVI 57

XVII 109

XVIII 157

XIX 91



By Subject
Subject Number of Manuscripts

Fatwas 28

History 8

Ethics 9

Lexicography 14

Prayer books and Sufism 18

Philosophy and Logic 17

Rhetoric 25

Literature 49

Religious duties of Muslims 15

Grammars and Philology 98

Islamic law 58

Religious dogmatism 120

Quran and Tafsirs 109

Sciences 19

Bibliographies 14



Adab al-Katib 



Suhrawardi



Talhis al-bayan fi idah al-maani



al-Talwih fi kashf al-Tanqih



The Divan of Hafez





Quran



Quran - Azarbaijan



Quran - Azarbaijan



Tofhe-i sami



Šarhu l-'asma' al-husna



Dala'il al-Khayrat



Dala'il al-Khayrat



Dala'il al-Khayrat



Dala'il al-Khayrat



Dala'il al-Khayrat



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION


	Foliennummer 1
	Oriental manuscipts in Serbia and the region
	Belgrade University Library
	The Oriental Manuscripts Collection
	Foliennummer 5
	Previous Research
	Foliennummer 7
	Digitization of the Collection
	Foliennummer 9
	Foliennummer 10
	Foliennummer 11
	Foliennummer 12
	The Collection
	By Date
	By Subject
	Adab al-Katib 
	Suhrawardi 
	Talhis al-bayan fi idah al-maani
	al-Talwih fi kashf al-Tanqih
	 The Divan of Hafez
	Foliennummer 21
	Quran
	Quran - Azarbaijan
	Quran - Azarbaijan
	Tofhe-i sami 
	Šarhu l-'asma' al-husna
	Dala'il al-Khayrat
	Dala'il al-Khayrat
	Dala'il al-Khayrat
	Dala'il al-Khayrat
	Dala'il al-Khayrat
	Foliennummer 32

