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Qatar National Library

Inauguration: 17 April 2018
Holdings by end 2018: 875.000 volumes, 380.000 e-books, 60.000 journals

• Vision:
To be one of the world's preeminent 
centers of learning, research, and 
culture; a guardian of the region’s 
heritage; and an institution that 
promotes imagination, discovery and 
the nourishment of the human spirit. 

• Mission:
To preserve the nation's and region's 
heritage and enable the people of 
Qatar to positively influence society 
by creating an exceptional 
environment for learning and 
discovery. 
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Functions

• National Library with legal deposit 
functions

• Public Library  
• Academic Library
• Children’s Library
• Heritage Library (i.e. Special 

Collections)
• Cultural Center (ca 80 events 

monthly)
• IFLA Preservation and Conservation 

Center (PAC) for Arab Countries
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Services
• Generous opening hours: Sun-Thu 8 am – 8 pm, 

Fri 4 pm – 8 pm.

• Free membership for all Qatar residents

• Reading and study spaces.

• Public computers.

• Guided tours.

• Assistive technology space for people with disabilities
(scanning pens with headphones, ergonomic keyboards and 
mice, braille keyboards, and portable electronic magnifiers.

• Innovation Stations with free access to a 3D printing and 
scanning section, recording studio and videography / 
photography room with equipment for digital design, musical 
instruments and recording equipment, virtual reality 
accessories, do-it-yourself (DIY) electronics, and other 
makerspaces.

• Interlibrary Loan/Document Delivery Service.

• Digitization services.

• Preservation and conservation services.
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Materials

Al‐Qur’an al‐Karīm
The Holy Qur’an
Arabian Peninsula, 1st century AH/7th century CE

Des saintes pérégrinations de Jerusalem
Holy Peregrinations to Jerusalem
Bernhard von Breydenbach (d. 1497)
Michel Topié and Jacques Heremberck, Lyon, 1488

Brass Astrolabe
Al-Andalus, c. 1200s CE
Diameter 13 cm

Alf laylah wa-laylah
One Thousand and One Nights
Boulaq Press, Cairo, 1251 AH/1835 
CE

Al-Qur’an al-Karīm
The Holy Qur’an
North Africa, 240 - 340 AH/850 - 950 CE



Poster for the Egyptian Film “Fatma”
Al-Nasr Printing, Cairo, 1947

Arab scene
Climbing the Great Pyramid
Adelphoi Zangaki (active between 1870 and 1890)
Albumen print, approximately 1880

Autograph Letter from T.E. Lawrence
to General Sir Gilbert Clayton
Thomas Edward Lawrence (d. 1935)
Miranshah (Pakistan), 9 October 1928

Sexta Asiae Tabula
Sixth Map of Asia
Claudius Ptolemy (d. c. 170 CE) and Konrad
Sweynheim, engraver (d. 1477)
Copperplate engraving, Arnold Buckinck,
Rome, 1478

Calligraphic Embroidery from the Kiswa of
the Kaaba
Egypt, early to mid-1920s
Calligrapher: ‘Abd Allah al-Zuhdi (d. 1879)
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Qatar Digital Library05

a vast archive featuring the cultural and historical heritage of the Gulf and 
wider region freely available online for the first time. It includes archives, maps, 
manuscripts, sound recordings, photographs and much more, complete with 
contextualized explanatory notes and links, in both English and Arabic.



Qatar Memory Project
an accurate and authoritative account of the history of Qatar



Family Archives Project
collecting, archiving, preservation and online publication of Qatar’s most prominent 
families’ archives



The Digital Sirah Project
A collaboration between Qatar National Library and Aga Khan University

Objectives:
• Creation of an online corpus of the Sirah of Ibn Ishaq
• Development of a Virtual Reading Room through which researchers and 

the public can interact with the corpus



THANK YOU

Website: www.qnl.qa
Phone: +974 4454 6039 l PO Box:5825, Doha – Qatar 
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