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OPEN ACCESS CONCEPT

Open access is making the research literature freely available on the internet.
Formally, the Budapest Open Access Initiative (www.soros.org/openaccess/) defines Open Access as:

"By 'open access’ to this literature we mean its free availability on the public internet, permitting any users to read, download, 
copy, distribute, print, search, or link to the full texts of these articles, crawl them for indexing, pass them as data to software, 
or use them for any other lawful purpose, without financial, legal, or technical barriers other than those inseparable from 
gaining access to the internet itself.“

• Digital, online, free of charge, and free of most copyright and licensing restrictions.
• Permission to copy, use, distribute, transmit and display the work publicly. 
• Legal basis: 
 Permission of copyright holder (new resources)
 Expiration of copyright (old resources)



Challenges of discovery of Open Access resources

• Multitude of projects: 
 Key challenges for librarians relating to making free resources more discoverable within their institutions 

are growing volume of material, unknown permanence and difficulties relating to quality-assessment
 Librarians have limited human resource available to select and catalogue free online resources

• Metadata: 
Creation and adoption of metadata standards to signal how ‘open’ content is. Metadata identifying Open Access 
articles and other free resources is still not clear, so identifying whether content is free to access or what the 
license terms for that content are can be difficult.  The lack of metadata currently, making management of those 
resources difficult and unpredictable.



• Limited collaboration: 
Support is required from a range of stakeholders in the scholarly information supply chain. 
Convince funders to relate grant decisions to business-like running of an Open Access service!

• Sustainability: 
Over the past few years a number of infrastructure services have been developed in support of Open 
Access (in both repository and journal forms). Many of these start as projects and face some difficulties in 
becoming services. Infrastructure and content services in the subscription publishing model are funded by 
payments by publishers or libraries or both. These form an established ecosystem whose financial 
sustainability has been guaranteed by a library budget (broadly defined to include consortia and other 
shared approaches) that is now challenged both by financial constraints and by additional calls on that 
budget to support a new infrastructure and content services for Open Access.  In the case of Open 
Access resources the widespread misconception is that they are free and hence have no financial 
implications. While the Open Access content itself is meant to be free for access, the production of such 
resources have costs attached to them.

Challenges of discovery of Open Access resources—cont.



AMIR (Access to Mideast and Islamic Resources)
http://amirmideast.blogspot.ae/

Started in December 2010 (eds. Chuck Jones, Peter Magierski, Andreas Neumann, Sean Swanick)

•564 Open Access journals (titles as of 31 March, 2017)
•56 Islamic Manuscript Collections (collections as of December 16, 2016)

also OA encyclopedias, E-Books, dictionaries, articles, image collections
•500+ subscribers 
•600+ postings
• 750,440 visits 
Current lists:
•Alphabetical List of Open Access Journals in Middle Eastern Studies
•Alphabetical List of Open Access Islamic Manuscripts Collections
•Alphabetical List of Scholarly Blogs in Middle Eastern Studies

http://amirmideast.blogspot.ae/


Open Access Islamic Manuscripts Collections

Alphabetical List of Open Access Manuscripts in Islamic Studies
http://amirmideast.blogspot.ae/2010/12/alphabetical-list-of-open-access_10.html

List of 56 manuscript collections worldwide as of December 16, 2016 [First posted 12/10/2010]
• Aga Khan Museum (AKM) manuscripts - Toronto, Canada 

• American University in Beirut - Jafet Library

• al-Aqsa Mosque Library, East Jerusalem

• Arabic and Berber manuscripts in Provence Alpes Côte d'Azur libraries

• Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, München - Islamic Manuscripts

• Berlin Staatsbibliothek - Orient Digital - Islamic Manuscripts Collection

• Bibliothèque Nationale du Royaume du Maroc

• Biblioteca Virtual del Patrimonio Bibliográfico (Spain)

• Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Firenze 

• British Library Online Catalogue of Illuminated Manuscripts The Open Treasury for Islamic 
Manuscript

http://amirmideast.blogspot.ae/2010/12/alphabetical-list-of-open-access_10.html
http://akm.e-corpus.org/
http://ddc.aub.edu.lb/projects/jafet/manuscripts/
http://eap.bl.uk/database/results.a4d?projID=EAP521;r=41
http://www.e-corpus.org/eng/treasures/arabes/index.html
http://daten.digitale-sammlungen.de/%7Edb/ausgaben/gesamt_ausgabe.html?recherche=ja&ordnung=info&projekt=1237542282&l=en
http://orient-digital.staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/content/main/search-islamhs.xml?XSL.lastPage.SESSION=/content/main/search-islamhs.xml
http://bnm.bnrm.ma:86/
http://bvpb.mcu.es/
http://www.bncf.net/notizia.php?id=1291
http://www.bl.uk/catalogues/illuminatedmanuscripts/welcome.htm
http://totfim.com/fa/


• Cambridge Digital Library - Islamic Manuscripts

• Cambridge University Shahnama Project

• Database of Southeast Asian Islamic Manuscripts (Islamic University Jakarta)

• Fihrist Oxford and Cambridge Islamic Manuscripts Catalogue Online

• Fulfulde ajami manuscripts of Nigerian Jihad poetry by Usman dan Fodio (1754-
1817) and contemporaries - (British Library)

• Gallica - Bibliothèque nationale de France (BnF)

• Harvard University Islamic Heritage Project (IHP) Manuscripts

• Heidelberg University Library

• Indiana University Manuscripts

• Islamic Medical Manuscripts at the National Library of Medicine

• King Saud University - Makhtota Manuscripts Library

• Koç University Manuscript Collection (Turkey) 

Open Access Islamic Manuscripts Collections -- cont.

http://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/collections/islamic
http://shahnama.caret.cam.ac.uk/
http://fah.uinjkt.ac.id/dsain/
http://www.fihrist.org.uk/
http://eap.bl.uk/database/results.a4d?projID=EAP387;r=41
http://gallica.bnf.fr/Search?ArianeWireIndex=index&p=1&lang=EN&f_typedoc=manuscrits&q=arabe
http://ocp.hul.harvard.edu/ihp/manuscripts.html
http://www.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/helios/digi/codheidor.html
http://www.indiana.edu/%7Eiuam/online_modules/islamic_book_arts/
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/hmd/arabic/welcome.html
http://makhtota.ksu.edu.sa/MakhtotaEnglish.aspx
http://digitalcollections.library.ku.edu.tr/cdm/landingpage/collection/MC


• Kopenhagen, Königliche Bibliothek

• Leipzig University Library - Islamic Manuscripts

• Library of Congress Islamic Manuscripts from Mali

• Manuscript@CISC

• al-Maktaba al-markaziyya lil-makhṭūṭāt al-islāmiyya (catalogue with some exemplifying images only)

• The Minassian Collection of Qur'anic Manuscripts

• Münchener Digitalisierungszentrum (MDZ)

• National Library of the Czech Republic - Arabic Manuscripts / Persian Manuscripts

• National Library of Republic of Bulgaria - Arabic and Persian Manuscripts

• Oxford University - manuscript of Book of Curiosities

• PHAIDRA - Digital repository of University of Belgrade 

• Princeton University Islamic Manuscripts Collection

• Qatar Digital Library

Open Access Islamic Manuscripts Collections – cont.

http://www.kb.dk/en/nb/samling/os/osdigit.html
http://www.islamic-manuscripts.net/content/below/index.xml
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/intldl/malihtml/malihome.html
http://manuscripta.bibliotecas.csic.es/inicio
http://www.awkafmanuscripts.org/
http://library.brown.edu/quran/
http://www.digitalisierungszentrum.de/
http://digit.nkp.cz/samples/Arabica/Arabika_djvu.html
http://digit.nkp.cz/samples/Arabica/Arabika_djvu.html
http://www.nationallibrary.bg/cgi-bin/e-cms/vis/vis.pl?s=001&p=0192&n=&vis=
http://cosmos.bodley.ox.ac.uk/
https://phaidrabg.bg.ac.rs/browse
http://library.princeton.edu/projects/islamic/introduction.html
http://www.qdl.qa/en


• The Open Treasury for Islamic Manuscript

• Sabancı University Sakıp Sabancı Museum's Arts of Book and Calligraphy Collection

• Saxon State and University Library, Dresden (SLUB)

• UCLA - Caro Minasian Collection of Persian and Arabic Manuscripts

• University of Birmingham Mingana Collection

• University of Bratislava Library, Bašagić Collection

• University of Edinburgh Library - Oriental Manuscript Collection 

• University of Freiburg (Germany) - Oriental Manuscript Resource (OMAR)

• University of Melbourne - Middle Eastern Manuscripts

• University of Michigan Islamic Manuscripts 

Open Access Islamic Manuscripts Collections – cont.

http://totfim.com/fa/
http://www.digitalssm.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/Kitapvehat
http://www.slub-dresden.de/en/collections/manuscripts/oriental-manuscripts/
http://minasian.library.ucla.edu/index.html
http://vmr.bham.ac.uk/Collections/Mingana/
http://www.blogger.com/post-edit.g?blogID=4914251619715378408&postID=5928608787754906109
http://digitalna.kniznica.info/cgi-bin/library?e=p-00000-00---off-0basagic--00-1----0-10-0---0---0direct-10---4-------0-1l--11-sk-50---20-about---00-3-1-00-0-0-11-1-0utfZz-8-00&a=d&cl=CL1
http://images.is.ed.ac.uk/luna/servlet/UoEsha%7E4%7E4
http://omar.ub.uni-freiburg.de/index.php?id=omardatabank
https://digitised-collections.unimelb.edu.au/handle/11343/151
http://www.lib.umich.edu/islamic/


• University of Pennsylvania Manuscripts

• University of Tokyo - Institute of Oriental Culture (Daiber Collection) 

• University of Utah Digital Manuscripts

• Virtual Library of the Mediterranean Sea

• The Walters Art Museum - Digital Walters

• Walters Art Museum, Baltimore - Islamic Manuscripts

• Waqfiyyat ash-Shaykh 'Alî b. Abdallâh b. Qâsim Âl Thânî

• Wellcome Library (London) Arabic Manuscripts Collection

• World Digital Library, Middle East and North Africa manuscripts

• Yale-SOAS Islamic Manuscript Gallery

Open Access Islamic Manuscripts Collections – cont.

http://dla.library.upenn.edu/dla/medren/browse.html?browse=language_facet&
http://ricasdb.ioc.u-tokyo.ac.jp/daiber/db_index_eng.html
http://content.lib.utah.edu/cdm4/az_details.php?id=23
http://data.manumed.org/
http://www.thedigitalwalters.org/
http://art.thewalters.org/browse/category/islamic-manuscripts/
http://www.sheikhali-waqfia.org.qa/SF/AR/Manuscript/Default.aspx
http://wamcp.bibalex.org/en/home
http://www.wdl.org/en/search/gallery?ql=eng&a=-8000&b=2010&r=MiddleEastNorthAfrica&ty=Manuscripts
http://digital.info.soas.ac.uk/cgi/c/Islamic_manuscripts_gallery/Yale-SOAS_Islamic_Manuscripts_Gallery_Homepage


Alphabetical List of Open Access Manuscripts in 
Islamic Studies : Selected Resources: 
Examples:

World Digital Library, Middle East and North Africa manuscripts
https://www.wdl.org/en/search/?regions=middle-east-and-north-
africa&subject_date_end_year__lte=2010&subject_date_start_year__gte=-8000&item_type=manuscript&qla=en

King Saud University - Makhtota Manuscripts Library
http://makhtota.ksu.edu.sa/MakhtotaEnglish.aspx

Qatar Digital Library
https://www.qdl.qa/en

https://www.wdl.org/en/search/?regions=middle-east-and-north-africa&subject_date_end_year__lte=2010&subject_date_start_year__gte=-8000&item_type=manuscript&qla=en
http://makhtota.ksu.edu.sa/MakhtotaEnglish.aspx
https://www.qdl.qa/en


World Digital Library, Middle East and North Africa manuscripts



World Digital Library, Middle East and North Africa manuscripts…cont.



World Digital Library, Middle East and North Africa manuscripts…cont.
Al-Baqarah (The Cow). 
Description
This folio includes, below an illuminated rectangular 
panel, part of the last verse of the Qurʼan's first 
chapter, al-Fatihah (The opening). Below the last line 
of al-Fatihah appears the title, executed in gold and 
outlined in black, of the Qurʼan's second chapter, al-
Baqarah (The cow). The heading states that the 
chapter consists of 287 verses. After the chapter 
heading follows an initial bismillah (In the name of 
God), the mysterious letters alif and mim, and the first 
verse: “This is the Book; without a doubt, in it is 
guidance for those who fear God.” The verses on the 
reverse side of the fragment warn that those who 
feign belief in God only deceive themselves. Executed 
in early naskh script on vellum, this fragmentary 
Qurʼan probably dates from the 11th–13th centuries 
and may have been produced in Iraq or Syria. It 
foreshadows the development of cursive script under 
the Mamluks, who ruled in Egypt and Syria during the 
14th and 15th centuries. The decorative panels with 
braided motifs executed in gold paint include finials 
jetting out into the left margin. The text is fully 
vocalized in black ink. Verse markers consist of eight-
petal rosettes filled with gold paint and with red 
circles dotting their perimeters. The folio has worm 
holes and ink stains on the left vertical border. 



King Saud University - Makhtota Manuscripts Library



King Saud University - Makhtota Manuscripts Library-- cont.



King Saud University - Makhtota Manuscripts Library-- cont.



King Saud University - Makhtota Manuscripts Library-- cont.



King Saud University - Makhtota Manuscripts Library-- cont.



Qatar Digital Library



Qatar Digital Library—cont.



Qatar Digital Library—cont.



Country Profile: United Arab Emirates 
Author
British Library Partnership Team
Themes
United Arab Emirates
An overview of the key moments from the history of interaction between the British and United Arab Emirates, as illustrated through the India Office 
Records.
Originally known as sahil oman (coast of Oman) the area on the southern shores of the Gulf, which today comprises the United Arab Emirates, has been 
referred to by Europeans – particularly the British – by a number of names over time.
The principle cities and ruling families are Abu Dhabi (Al Nahyan), Dubai (Al Maktoum), Ajman (al Nuaimi), Umm al-Qawain (al Mualla), Sharjah (Al 
Qawasim), Ras al Khaimah (Al Qawasim) and Fujairah (Al Sharqi). Today the UAE has a population of approximately seven million. The capital and 
presidency of the UAE is Abu Dhabi reflecting its much greater wealth derived from its oil and gas revenues.
In the late eighteenth century, the East India Company named the area ‘the Pirate Coast’ as its ships on the Basra–Bombay route frequently came under 
attack from the Al Qawasim tribe, who were based at Sharjah and Ras al Khaimah. This view of history is contested, however as some historians have 
written about an Arab system of ‘maritime toll-levying and raiding’, which the British termed ‘extortion and piracy’.
Following military expeditions in 1809 and 1819, Britain began offering treaties with local tribes whereby, in exchange for the cessation of maritime war, 
Britain would recognise the ruling families and offer protection in return for a maritime truce. Nevertheless, each shaikhdom maintained control of its 
internal affairs. These treaties were renewed annually initially, then every ten years, until the 1853 Treaty of Perpetual Maritime Peace superseded them. 
After this date, the region became known to the British as ‘the Trucial Coast’.

Qatar Digital Library—cont.

http://www.qdl.qa/en/articles-from-our-experts?places_in_the_arab_world%5b0%5d=642


The Trucial States signed an ‘exclusivity treaty’ with Britain in 1892 whereby the rulers were forbidden from entering into agreement with 
powers other than Britain, a move which consolidated British influence over the states.
The development of the air route in the 1930s was an important new source of revenue for the rulers. Until the discovery of oil in 1950s, 
which heralded the transformation of the area, the economy was based on animal herding, basic re-export trade, fishing and pearling. Oil 
exports from Abu Dhabi commenced in 1962.
In 1968, Britain announced its intention to withdraw from the Gulf due to economic pressures. The Gulf rulers were concerned and even 
offered to pay Britain the costs of maintaining its presence in the Gulf. However, the British withdrawal was not to be halted and the United 
Arab Emirates came into existence on 23 December 1971 with Shaikh Zayed, ruler of Abu Dhabi, as its first president.

Key moments from the United Arab Emirates’s history in the India Office Records include
1820: Treaty against piracy. (IOR/R/15/1/21, ff. 21–26)
1853: Treaty of Perpetual Maritime Peace. (IOR/R/15/1/735)
1892: Exclusivity agreement. (IOR/R/15/1/735)
1926: Sketch map showing Oman and the Trucial States. (IOR/R/15/1/625, f. 18C)
1926 to 1931: Establishment of air route. (IOR/R/15/2/119)

Qatar Digital Library—cont.

http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100024100364.0x000046
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100000000193.0x0002c6
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100000000193.0x0002c6
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023593046.0x000002
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100000000193.0x000356


This item is part of 'Existing Treaties 
between the British Government 
and the Trucial Chiefs, 1906'
160 images
Ref: IOR/R/15/1/735
The record is made up of 3 volumes 
(68 folios).
It was created in 1906. It was 
written in English and Arabic. 
The original is part of the British 
Library: 
India Office The department of the 
British Government to which the 
Government of India reported 
between 1858 and 1947. The 
successor to the Court of Directors. 
Records and Private Papers.

Qatar Digital Library—cont.

http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100000000193.0x0002c6
http://www.qdl.qa/en/glossary#India_Office


Qatar Digital Library—cont.



Qatar Digital Library—cont.



Qatar Digital Library—cont.



Qatar Digital Library—cont.



The United Arab Emirates:

• British arrived in 1820

• Called:  The Pirate Coast,
Trucial Oman, and the Trucial
States before independence
in 1971

Image of Abothubbee Backwater, 1823, from the 
Qatar Digital Library. 

Qatar Digital Library—cont.



• Problems of keywords, or how they 
appeared in the British records?

• Dubai:  Debaye, Dubayy, Debay, Dibai, 
Dihabi, Debai

• Abu Dhabi:  Abu Zaby, Aboothabi,  Abu-
Dhabbi, Abu Thabi, Aboothabee, Abu Dthabi, 
Abothubbee

• Zayed:  Zaid, Zayid

Qatar Digital Library—cont.



Thank You
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